
Europe ‘standing’
with Taiwan: 
EU delegation 
TAIPEI: Taiwan’s democracy is “a treasure”
to be protected, the head of a visiting Euro-
pean Parliament delegation said yesterday,
promising to stand with the island as tensions
between Beijing and Taipei spiral to their
highest level in years. China lays claim to Tai-
wan and has intensified efforts in recent years
to isolate it on the international stage, bristling
at any attempt to treat the self-ruled island as
an independent state. 

Recent Chinese airforce incursions into
Taiwan’s air defense zone have been met with
international support for Taipei, including
from the United States - which reiterated its
long-standing commitment to supporting the
island’s self-defense. Led by French MEP
Raphael Glucksmann, a vocal China critic who
was among five lawmakers sanctioned by Bei-
jing in March, the group has been described
as the first “official” delegation to Taipei from
the European Parliament despite Chinese op-
position.  Glucksmann called Taiwan’s democ-
racy “a treasure that all democrats around the
world should cherish and protect”. “We came
here with a very simple, very clear message
— you are not alone,” he said as the delega-
tion met with Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen
yesterday. “Europe is standing with you... in
the defense of freedom and the defense of rule
of law and human dignity,” he said, urging the
European Union to step up cooperation with
Taiwan. 

“It’s high time for us in the European Union
to show that we are in the same boat... next
we need a very concrete agenda of high-level
meetings and high-level concrete steps” to
build an EU-Taiwan partnership. Tsai tweeted
her thanks to the delegates yesterday, saying
an EU-Taiwan “partnership will help us better
address these common threats and protect
our shared democratic values”.

China’s foreign office expressed “strong
dissatisfaction and firm opposition” to the
visit. An official said members of the Euro-
pean Parliament “should fully understand the
complexity and sensitivity of the Taiwan
issue, abide by the EU’s commitment to the
One-China Principle... and safeguard the po-
litical basis of the development of China-EU
relations”. Beijing also responded to com-
ments made by US Joint Chiefs Chairman
Mark Milley on Wednesday, in which he
stressed “we absolutely have the capability”
to defend Taiwan.—AFP
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JOHANNESBURG: South Africa entered new
political territory yesterday with the ruling African
National Congress on the verge of losing its dom-
inance and suffering its worst electoral setback in
history. With 99 percent of the results from Mon-
day’s municipal elections published by the elec-
toral commission, the ANC had taken 45.64
percent of the total votes cast nationally.

It is the first time the party of Nelson Mandela
has received less than half of ballots cast in any
election in the continent’s most industrialized na-
tion. But party officials put on a brave face. “The
worst could have happened,” ANC elections chief
Fikile Mbalula told reporters. “We fought very
hard to get to this point”. He was adamant “we
are not politically obliterated, we are not annihi-
lated, that could have happened”. The immediate
impact of Monday’s voting is local, as parties set
about horse-trading to build coalitions in towns
and cities.

Looking ahead to general elections in 2024, the

results portend badly for the ANC. The local polls
also set the stage for the country’s evolution into
a richer multi-party democracy, moving past the
dream of a “rainbow nation” and into the reality of
balancing myriad competing interests. “For some
time, we’ve been trying to implement democracy
in South Africa, but we have not really succeeded
up to now to have a truly competitive multi-party
democracy,” said Sandile Swana, an independent
political analyst.

Missing voters 
Major cities such as Johannesburg and Pretoria

have had coalition governments since the last local
polls five years ago. The trend continues. Nation-
ally, the ANC lost a majority in even more regions,
including in eThekwini metro in former president
Jacob Zuma’s stronghold province of KwaZulu-
Natal province. Only two out of three potential
voters registered. Of those, less than half actually
cast ballots.  For the first time, the ANC was in

trouble and they couldn’t hide the fact that they
were scared. It’s hard to remember now, but in the
first democratic elections in 1994, the ANC’s dom-
inance was far from assured. But after Mandela as-
cended to the presidency, the party expanded its
electoral success over the next decade until it con-
trolled almost all major cities, and held a super-
majority in parliament.

However, over the last 15 years, the ANC’s
popularity has declined sharply. Now dipping
below the 50 percent mark for the first time, the
ANC no longer appears invulnerable. “It’s a psy-
chological barrier, and now it’s same for national
election,” said William Gumede of the Democracy
Works think tank. After 27 years in power, the
ANC has no one to blame for South Africa’s woes.
Unemployment, always stubbornly high, has hit a
record 34.4 percent. Mismanagement and corrup-
tion have left the country unable to guarantee a
steady electricity supply. Water cuts and sewage
leaks are common.— AFP 
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JOHANNESBURG: Party delegates sign the ballot boxes after supervising an electoral commission official sealing them at the Fordsburg Primary school polling
station under the supervision of party delegates in Johannesburg. — AFP 

Spain busts ring
bringing Pakistani
migrants into EU
MADRID: Spanish police have dismantled a
smuggling ring suspected of bringing hundreds of
Pakistani migrants into the European Union over-
land in “life-threatening conditions”, officials said
yesterday. The smuggling group took Pakistanis
from camps in Bosnia to Italy or Spain, said a state-
ment from Europol, which was involved in the
Spanish operation.

“Transported in life-threatening conditions in
cars, vans or trucks, they often spend days confined
with little or no supplies,” the European Union law
enforcement agency said.  During the operation,
which involved police from eight countries, Croat-
ian police intercepted a lorry transporting 77 Pak-
istani migrants in a space measuring just eight
square meters (86 square feet), a Spanish police
statement said. 

“The migrants, including four minors, travelled
in crowded and subhuman conditions, and were
forced to make several holes in the roof to be able
to breathe so the police action prevented what
could have been a tragedy,” it said. Europol said
each person was charged between 5,000 and
8,000 euros ($5,800-$9,200) for the trip. Spanish

police said they suspect the ring smuggled “at least
400 migrants” into the EU in recent months, earn-
ing over 2.0 million euros ($2.3 million).

But they believe the Spain-based ring has been
active “for several years, so the total number of
migrants smuggled in is much higher”. Police in
several EU countries and Bosnia, as well EU judi-
cial agency Eurojust, were involved in the inves-
tigation that led to the arrest of the gang’s
suspected chief. During the operation, police ar-
rested 15 people - 12 in Spain and one each in
Croatia, Slovenia and Romania. The risks of smug-
gling migrants into Europe by truck were laid bare
in October 2019 after 39 people, all believed to be
Vietnamese nationals, were found dead in a re-
frigerated truck near London.— AFP 


