
GLASGOW:  Global CO2 emissions caused mainly by burning
fossil fuels are set to rebound in 2021 to pre-COVID levels, with
China’s share increasing to nearly a third of the total, according
to an assessment published yesterday. Overall, CO2 pollution this
year will be just shy of the record set in 2019, according to the
annual report from the Global Carbon Project consortium, re-
leased as nearly 200 nations at the COP26 climate summit con-
front the threat of catastrophic warming. Emissions from gas and
highly polluting coal will rise this year by more than they dropped
in 2020 due to the pandemic-driven economic slowdown.

Capping the rise in global temperature to 1.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels - as per the Paris Agreement - would
limit mortality and damage, but requires slashing carbon emissions
nearly in half by 2030 and to net zero by 2050, the UN’s climate
science authority has warned. “This report is a reality check,” co-
author Corrine Le Querre, a professor of climate change science
at Britain’s University of East Anglia said. “It shows what’s hap-
pening in the real world while we are here in Glasgow talking
about tackling climate change.”

Waiting for the peak
The new report will come as bad news at the 13-day COP26

meeting, where a diplomatic spat saw the United States accuse
China and Russia of failing to step up their climate action ambi-
tions. China on its own will account for 31 percent of global emis-
sions this year after its economy accelerated out of the economic
lull ahead of others. Carbon pollution from oil remains well below
2019 levels, but could surge as the transport and aviation sectors

recover from pandemic disruption, said the study in the journal
Earth System Science Data. Taken together, the findings mean that
future C02 emissions could eclipse the 40-billion ton record set
in 2019, which some have predicted - and many hoped - would
be a peak.

“We cannot rule out more overall growth of emissions in 2022
as the transport sector continues to recover,” Le Quere said. “We
are bound to have ups and downs over the next few years.” The
latest figures are in line with a recent International Energy Agency
(IEA) forecast that emissions from energy would hit an all-time
high in 2023, “with no clear peak in sight”. “Perhaps we will start
talking about peak emissions in 2023 or 2024?” said Glen Peters,
research director at the Centre for International Climate Research
in Oslo and a co-author of the report.

China surge
Looking at the national level, the report found a return to pre-

COVID patterns among the world top four carbon polluters,
which account for 60 percent of global CO2 emissions. In China
- which has pledged to peak its emissions by 2030, and reach net-
zero by 2060 - economic growth spurred by government incen-
tives will see emissions grow 5.5 percent this year compared to
2019, the last year not affected by COVID. “The rebound in China
was robust,” said Peters. “It looks like China is in a phase of strong
growth again.” India, the world’s other emerging giant, is on track
for a similar percentage increase in carbon pollution, and will ac-
count for seven percent of the total this year.

2021 emissions in the US and EU will drop 3.7 and 4.2 percent,

respectively, and their share of global emissions will stand at 14
and 7 percent. The wild card that could determine how quickly
the world can finally bend the emissions downward is coal, the re-
port made clear. “Mostly it’s about coal now,” said Le Quere. “This
is where the big uncertainties are.” Very little of the trillions of
dollars channeled to post-pandemic recovery was earmarked for
green development, a trend that is continuing, she said.

‘It is possible’
“Economic incentives now are about driving consumption,

and this is really pushing industry, production and coal.” World-
wide, decarbonisation - mainly switching from fossil fuels to re-
newable - continues to be outpaced by the demand for energy,
adding to emissions. But the report was not bereft of positive
signals. Twenty-three countries accounting for a quarter of
global emissions over the last decade - including the US, Japan,
Germany, France and Britain -simultaneously saw strong growth
and a significant decline in emissions, showing that the two can
be decoupled.

For 15 of these nations, this held true even when the carbon
emissions from the production of imported goods was included.
“This shows that these countries know how to do it, they demon-
strate it’s possible.” But the finding makes clear how daunting the
Paris Agreement goals are, she added. “If you want to reach net
zero by 2050, you need to decrease emissions, on average, by 1.4
billion tons per year,” she said. “In 2020, during the pandemic, we
had a drop of 1.6 billion tons - this shows you the scale of the ac-
tion required.” —AFP 
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Climate ‘reality check’: 2021 global 
CO2 emissions near record levels

Decarbonisation outpaced by the demand for energy

Mud, anger and police:
The battle over Canada 
old-growth forests
PORT RENFREW, Canada: Guarding road blockades, dig-
ging trenches, and sleeping under the leafy canopy - for the
past year, protesters on Vancouver Island have battled to halt
logging in one of Canada’s last ancient cedar and fir forests.
Working in relays to ensure activists are present at all times,
they’ve faced off against police armed with court injunctions
and sometimes heavy-handed tactics.

More than 1,000 arrests have been made so far. But the
ragtag group’s efforts to protect the 1,200 hectares (2,470
acres) of old-growth trees - some approaching 2,000 years
old, with huge trunks and whose tops disappear in thick mist
hanging above — have been met with mixed reactions from
the indigenous Pacheedaht First Nation tribe who claim the
land on this island off Canada’s Pacific coast.

At an entry point to Fairy Creek area, northeast of the city
of Port Renfrew, British Columbia, activists set up on a gravel
road to deny the Teal-Jones Group logging company access
to the trees, which protesters say are important tools for con-
trolling carbon levels in the air. “If the trees are cut down, the
future is gone,” says a protester who’s been camped here for
six weeks and goes by the name Rayvn.

She and other protesters keep watch at the blockade
around the clock. Police move in to pull a protestor from a
trench. Under pouring rain, protesters start clapping their
hands in unison, led by the banging of a tambourine. Another
protester, named as Sweet Skunk, 43, has been here for two
months. He says he is alarmed at the loss of flora and fauna,

even though British Columbia deferred logging of Fairy
Creek by two years last June. Fairy Creek is home to several
endangered species of birds, such as the marbled murrelet,
which is only found along the western coast of northern
North America.

Canada’s westernmost British Columbia province has the
largest forestry sector in the nation, employing more than
50,000 people as one of the world’s largest exporters of
wood products - old-growth trees are used in products such
as furniture and musical instruments. The forest sector was
responsible for about $11.5 billion of British Columbia’s total
exports in 2020. —AFP 

PORT RENFREW: Swaths of trees are seen from a lookout on the
logging road that leads to a series of protest camps for the Fairy
Creek anti-old growth logging blockade, 18kms northeast of Port
Renfrew on Vancouver Island. — AFP 

Planet vs people as 
Panama’s mangroves 
are turned into coal
EL ESPAVE, Panama: Elieser Rodriguez emerges blackened from
the thick smoke of burning pyres slowly transforming the limbs of
mangroves into charcoal - a livelihood much maligned by environ-
mental and climate campaigners in Panama. He says he has no other
choice for a living. “This is the daily survival of my family, of my chil-
dren, of my wife,” Rodriguez told AFP in El Espave, a town about 80
kilometers southwest of Panama City with a mangrove forest as its
backyard. “I am 30 years old and have been working at this from 16,
15. It does not bring me wealth... this is a means of survival.”

About 200 families in El Espave, on the banks of the Bahia de
Chame, a large bay, work in the production of mangrove charcoal,
which they sell to pizzerias and restaurants. Panama, according to its
environment ministry, boasts more than 437,000 acres of mangrove,
of which 35 percent, including around Chame bay, is protected. Har-
vesting the mangroves is prohibited, but for the residents of El Es-
pave, making coal from the tree is an ancient tradition, a way of life,
and their only source of income.

Rodriguez’s grandfather and great-grandfather did the same
work in the days before the electric saws and boat engines used
today. “If they close this place, what are we going to do? How are
we going to live? How are we going to eat?” asked Dario Hidalgo,
42, whose job is to build the coal-making “ovens.” “And the chil-
dren who are growing up, what will become of them? What will
they do? I think that if there is nothing they will turn to crime, to
easy money,” he said. —AFP 


