
DOHA: Xavi Hernandez said on Wednesday he
was “looking forward to going home” and hopes
Barcelona can reach an agreement with Al Sadd
in “a matter of hours, maybe days” to secure his
return to the club as coach. Xavi is Barca’s first
choice to replace Ronald Koeman but the
Spaniard has two years left to run on his contract
with the Qatari club, where he took over as
coach in 2019.

“The two clubs are in talks and it needs to be
resolved,” Xavi said after Al Sadd’s 3-3 draw
with Al Duhail on Wednesday. “I am looking for-
ward to going home, as you can imagine, but it
is a matter of respect. I have a contract and the
two clubs have to agree. I am very excited to go
home and even more to be Barcelona coach,
which has a lot of responsibility, but I very am
excited and motivated.”

Xavi said there was a “small release clause”
in his Al Sadd contract, reportedly set at around
five million euros ($5.8 million). He appeared op-
timistic an agreement would be found. “I am very
positive, that’s how I am, I have been very clear
about what I want,” said Xavi. “I think it is a mat-
ter of hours, maybe days. They know my posi-
tion, hopefully it can be done.”

Barcelona sent vice-president Rafa Yuste and
director of football Mateu Alemany to Doha for
talks on Wednesday but club president Joan La-

porta did not travel with them. Alemany and
Yuste both watched Al Sadd’s game against Al
Duhail from the stands.

Al Sadd chief executive Turki Al-Ali wrote in
a statement earlier on Wednesday: “We wel-
come the visit of the administrative delegation
from Barcelona, and we appreciate and respect
this. The club’s position is clear from the begin-
ning - we are committed to keeping our coach
Xavi with us and we cannot have him leave at
this sensitive time of the season.”

Xavi was seen greeting his players one-by-
one in the tunnel after the full-time whistle. Al
Sadd midfielder Santi Cazorla, the former Arse-
nal player, said: “We wish Xavi the best, we want
what’s best for him. I am very grateful for all that
he has done for me. Now we have to wait and
see what happens.”

Barcelona’s B team coach Sergi Barjuan is ex-
pected to remain in charge for Saturday’s La
Liga match away at Celta Vigo, with Xavi poten-
tially taking over during the international break.
Xavi’s first game would then be against rivals Es-
panyol on November 20 at Camp Nou. The 41-
year-old joined Al Sadd as a player in 2015 after
making 767 appearances for Barcelona. He won
eight La Liga titles and four Champions Leagues
with Barca and is considered one of the club’s
greatest ever players. — AFP

Xavi ‘looking forward to going home’
as Barca negotiate with Al Sadd

DOHA: Qatari football club Al Sadd SC’s Spanish coach Xavi Hernandez is interviewed by journalists fol-
lowing his team’s Qatar Stars League match against Al Duhail SC, at Thani Bin Jassim Stadium (Al-
Gharafah Stadium) in Qatar’s capital Doha on Wednesday. —AFP
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Men’s 10m air pistol,
rifle conclude at Crown
Prince shooting tourney
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The men’s 10m air pistol competition of HH the Crown
Prince Shooting Tournament concluded yesterday as Hamad Ab-
dallah Saad took first place in the competition held at Kuwait
Shooting Sport Club’s Jahra branch. Hassan Abdelmajeed finished
second and Ali Saad Al-Mutairi third. In the meantime, Khalid
Nasser Mohammad won first place in the 10m rifle contest, fol-
lowed by Ali Farhan Al-Mutairi who came second and Abdallah
Awadh Al-Harby who finished third.

The tournament is drawing to a close as the closing cere-
mony takes place tomorrow at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex, in the presence of the tournament
sponsor’s representative Capital Governor Sheikh Talal Al-
Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the representative of the tourna-
ment’s sponsor His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting Federations Duaij
Al-Otaibi said the support shooting sport receives from the po-
litical leadership headed by HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is a strong incentive for
shooters to continue their achievements in the name of Kuwait
in various arenas.

Otaibi said the Kuwait Shooting Federation’s Board of Direc-
tors is in contact with the technical and administrative depart-
ments, in order to provide them with their needs to help remove

obstacles facing shooters, be it during training camps or local and
international competitions.

“A decision was made to open the local shooting sport season
at the start of November in order to give shooters a chance to re-
store their technical and physical fitness following the lack of ac-
tivities during the COVID-19 pandemic, and to prepare for one
of the most important local tournaments that carries a dear name
to all,” he said.

Otaibi thanked Information Minister, State Minister for Youth
Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, and Public Authority for Sport
and its Director General Dr Humoud Fulaiteh for their support
and providing all that is necessary to enable shooters to continue
their achievements, as Kuwait shooting has a prestigious status
around the world. 

KUWAIT: A contestant participates during the HH the Crown Prince
Shooting Tournament yesterday.

Zampa takes five
wickets as Australia
crush Bangladesh
DUBAI: Adam Zampa claimed his maiden five-wicket haul to
help Australia boost their semi-final hopes at the Twenty20
World Cup with an eight-wicket thrashing of Bangladesh yes-
terday. Zampa returned figures of 5-19 with his leg spin and
combined with the Australian pace bowlers to skittle out
Bangladesh for just 73 in the Super 12 contest in Dubai.

Skipper Aaron Finch, who hit 40, and David Warner put on
58 for the opening wicket as Australia romped home in 6.2
overs to move ahead of South Africa on net run-rate and boost
their semi-final hopes. Taskin Ahmed bowled Finch after the
batsman smashed two fours and four sixes in his 20 ball knock,
and Warner was out for 18 but the wickets remained minor
blemishes in Australia’s third win in four matches.

They are in a direct race with the Proteas to seal a final-four
spot from Group 1 led by England who have effectively sealed
one of the two semi-final places with four wins in as many
games. South Africa play England tomorrow after Australia take
on the West Indies. “Zampa’s 5 for 19 was outstanding,” said
Finch. “It was a really clinical performance.”

Left-arm quick Mitchell Starc bowled Liton Das for naught
on the third delivery of the innings to set the tone for Aus-
tralia’s dominance. Soumya Sarkar dragged a Josh Hazlewood
delivery onto his stumps and Glenn Maxwell trapped Mush-
fiqur Rahim lbw for one as Bangladesh slipped to 10-3 and
then 33-5 in 6.1 overs. Captain Mahmudullah Riyad, who made
16, put up some resistance with a 29-run partnership with
Shamim Hossain, who scored 19, before Zampa broke through
with his second wicket. — AFP


