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MEXICO CITY: Lewis Hamilton will be hoping
his Mercedes team have overcome their occa-
sional altitude sickness this weekend as he bids to
beat Red Bull’s Max Verstappen at the Mexican
Grand Prix.

The defending seven-time world champion,
who is bidding to overhaul the Dutchman’s 12-
point advantage in the drivers’ championship,
knows he needs to respond after losing to his
rival in Texas last month.

With five races to go, both men will be seek-
ing a third win in five Mexican outings since 2016
in the rarefied atmosphere at the Autodromo
Hermanos Rodriguez, which is 2,285 meters
(7,500 feet) above sea level and frequently the
scene of high drama.

The thin air usually plays a part by diminishing
the performance of teams’ power-units, with the
turbo-chargers required to spin faster to make
up for lost performance. In turn, this can create
other problems and often deliver surprise results.

‘Layer of the unknown’
Mercedes have often struggled with the alti-

tude while Red Bull have done well, Verstappen
winning in 2017 and 2018. But Hamilton won in
2016 and 2019, when the race was last held
before the COVID-19 pandemic, and Mercedes
retain optimism that this year they will cope
better.

“Red Bull have gone well here in the past and
it hasn’t been our strongest circuit, but this year
has shown that anything is possible and circuits
where you were previously weak, you are sud-
denly strong — and vice versa,” said team boss
Toto Wolff.

“It adds a layer of the unknown in the build-
up, which only increases the excitement. We’ll
keep taking things race by race and preparing
the best we can and we’ll be ready to hit the
ground running on Friday.”

Hamilton’s team-mate Valtteri Bottas was also

relatively upbeat. “Mexico, we know, has usually
been a bit of a weakness for us. It feels like in
recent years quite a big chunk has been taken
from the power unit with the high altitude. But I
think we’ve been able to optimize a lot since so I
expect us to be in a better place than in recent
years.”

Like Hamilton, Bottas will have his work cut
out as he bids to beat his Honda-powered Red
Bull counterpart and local hero Sergio Perez as
Mercedes seek to retain or consolidate their 23-
point lead in the constructors’ championship.

Both teams will make reliability a priority and
therefore not take great risks, knowing that a
non-finish at this stage of the season could prove
decisive, but the drivers are sure to be intensely
motivated as their closely-fought title duel
approaches a climax. That could lead to more
spectacular incidents on a fast track that offers
slipstreaming opportunities in front of a raucous
crowd, packed into towering grandstands around
the baseball stadium section.

Hamilton and Verstappen have collided
already at the British and Italian Grands Prix and
three-time champion Jackie Stewart warned both
drivers to avoid getting “too carried away with
the need to win a race”, adding: “I think they are
both overdoing it a bit.”

Speaking to Motorsport-Magazin.com,
Stewart said Verstappen would not have survived
his Silverstone accident — when he flew into the
barriers after contact with Hamilton — in his rac-
ing era in the 1960s and 1970s. “The accident
that happened at Silverstone — in my time he
would have died,” he said. “They both did things
they shouldn’t have done so early in the race.”

Behind the title contenders, Ferrari are
expected to make the most of their new power-
unit in their scrap with McLaren for third place, a
battle likely to see Charles Leclerc and Carlos
Sainz racing closely against Lando Norris and
Daniel Ricciardo. — AFP

AUSTIN: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton races during the Formula One United States Grand Prix at
the Circuit of The Americas in Austin, Texas, on October 24, 2021. — AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Joel Embiid #21 of the Philadelphia 76ers blocks DeMar DeRozan #11 of the Chicago Bulls
during the fourth quarter at Wells Fargo Center on Wednesday in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. — AFP
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Curry, Embiid lead
Sixers past Bulls
LOS ANGELES: Seth Curry and Joel Embiid
led the way as a depleted Philadelphia 76ers
handed the Chicago Bulls only their second
defeat of the season on Wednesday. The Sixers,
missing unsettled star Ben Simmons as well as
Danny Green and Tobias Harris — out with a
hamstring injury and Covid-19, respectively —
led almost from start to finish at the Wells Fargo
Center to clinch a 103-98 victory.

Curry led the scorers for Philadelphia with 22
points while Embiid and Georges Niang both had
18 points as the Sixers improved to 6-2.
Chicago’s DeMar DeRozan led the Bulls scorers
with 37 points while Zach Lavine had 27. Only
one other Bulls player — Lonzo Ball with 13
points — made double figures.

Elsewhere Wednesday, Nikola Jokic posted a
game-high 34 points but it was not enough to
stop the Denver Nuggets from falling to a 108-
106 defeat to the in-form Memphis Grizzlies.
Reigning NBA MVP Jokic had 11 rebounds with
five assists while Will Barton added 26 points for
Denver.

But the visitors were undone by another
potent all-round offensive performance from
Memphis who spread the scoring with six play-
ers in double digits. The Grizzlies combined for
16 three-pointers throughout a hard-fought
game which was only settled in the final seconds
after Denver recovered from a 37-19 first quarter
mauling. Jaren Jackson Jr had 22 points while Ja
Morant added 18. Desmond Bane and Kyle
Anderson chipped in with 16 points each.

Memphis improved to 5-3 with the win while the
Nuggets fell to 4-4.

In New York, the Brooklyn Nets romped to a
third straight victory with a 117-108 defeat of the
Atlanta Hawks. Kevin Durant delivered 32 points,
seven rebounds and five assists with support
from Joe Harris (18 points), James Harden (16)
and Patty Mills (14). After just shading an even
first half to lead 61-59 at the break, Brooklyn
pulled clear in the third quarter, outscoring
Atlanta 34-20 to take a grip on the contest.

Durant said the Nets are still finding their way
after an injury-plagued 2020-2021 season. “We
didn’t have a lot of continuity from last year, but
we’re trying to build on that,” Durant said. “It
feels like we’re all growing and learning and fig-
uring each other out. It’s good to see the pro-
gression. We just keep grinding, that’s all I’ve
been saying.” De’Andre Hunter was the pick of
the Hawks scorers with 26 points while Trae
Young added 21 points with 10 assists and nine
rebounds.

The New York Knicks meanwhile found the
going harder on the road in Indianapolis, losing
111-98 to the Pacers. Indiana led from start to fin-
ish, opening up a 15-point lead in the first quarter
and preserving a double-digit advantage for long
periods.

Myles Turner led the Pacers’ scoring with 25
points — 21 of them coming from three-point
range — with Caris LeVert adding 21. RJ Barrett
topped the Knicks scorers with 23 points while
Julius Randle was restricted to 18.

In San Francisco, the expected duel between
the Charlotte Hornets’ LaMelo Ball and Golden
State’s Steph Curry failed to materialize as the
Warriors secured a 114-92 win to improve to 6-1
at the top of the Western Conference. Ball was
held to 14 points and Warriors star Curry finished
with a modest 15-point tally.—AFP


