
BERLIN: Ajax coach Erik Ten Hag said his team
want to “annoy Europe’s elite” after reaching the
Champions League last 16 with a 3-1 win at
Borussia Dortmund Wednesday, with the hosts
left fuming at Mats Hummels’ controversial first-
half dismissal.

“We want to annoy Europe’s elite teams.
We’re not saying we are favorites, but nobody
wants to get Ajax in the draw,” Ten Hag told
broadcaster DAZN after the Dutch side came
from behind to win in Germany and secure their
place in the knockout rounds.

Dortmund were furious at English referee
Michael Oliver’s decision to send off Hummels
after a foul on Ajax midfielder Antony, which
they insisted was too harsh. “I have no idea how
you can give a red card in that situation. I have
no idea how a referee who is supposedly at
Champions League level can make that deci-
sion,” Hummels told broadcaster DAZN. He also
accused Antony of play-acting, saying the
Brazilian had been “grossly unsporting”. “He’s a
great footballer, but he needs to learn to be a
sportsman,” said Hummels.

Antony went on to play a crucial role, setting
up all three goals as Ajax turned the game around
in the last 20 minutes. “We defended valiantly, but
it’s hard when you only have ten men,” said Dort-
mund captain Marco Reus.

Dortmund will be without Hummels when they
travel to Portugal to face Sporting Lisbon on No-
vember 24, a game which could decide which of
the two will join Ajax in the last 16. While the
Dutch side are sitting pretty with four wins in four,
Dortmund are level on points with third-placed
Sporting, who beat Besiktas 4-0 on Wednesday.

Controversial call 
Desperate for revenge after they were

thrashed 4-0 in Amsterdam, Dortmund missed
two good chances to take the lead early on, Mats
Hummels shaving the bar with a header before
Jude Bellingham missed a sitter minutes later.

Free in the box after Reus had rounded Ajax
keeper Remko Pasveer, the England midfielder
somehow managed to head a gentle cross wide
of the empty net. The home side were bracing for
another miserable night when Hummels was con-
troversially sent off just before the half-hour mark.
The veteran defender was visibly nonplussed
when VAR upheld Oliver’s decision, saying later
he had assumed the decision would be over-
turned. Yet Dortmund showed unusual grit with
ten men, and were rewarded with a VAR decision
in their favor just five minutes later.

After Bellingham was clipped by Noussair
Mazraoui in the box, Reus buried the resulting
penalty into the bottom corner to give the home

side an unlikely lead. Marco Rose’s side weath-
ered an early storm after the break, but they fi-
nally buckled with 20 minutes to go.

A dangerous inswinging cross from Antony
unsettled the Dortmund defense, and Dusan Tadic
prodded the ball in at the far post. The Brazilian

sent an almost identical ball into the area ten min-
utes later, and French striker Sebastien Haller
nodded into complete Ajax’s comeback. Antony
completed a hat-trick of assists in injury time, set-
ting up Davy Klaassen with a late tap-in to rub
salt into Dortmund’s wounds. — AFP
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DORTMUND: Ajax celebrates victory with their fans after the team’s UEFA Champions League Group
C football match against Borussia Dortmund in Dortmund, western Germany on Wednesday. — AFP

Ajax reach Champions League last 16
as Dortmund fume over Hummels red

MADRID: Real Madrid’s French forward Karim Benzema (center) celebrates with teammates after scoring
his team’s second goal during their UEFA Champions League first round Group D football match against
Shakhtar Donetsk at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid on Wednesday. — AFP

Benzema double
carries sloppy
Real to victory
MADRID: Karim Benzema scored twice as a
below-par Real Madrid did just enough to beat
Shakhtar Donetsk on Wednesday and move within
sight of the Champions League last 16. Benzema’s
opener made Madrid the first club to score 1,000
goals in the European Cup but this was far from a
vintage performance from Carlo Ancelotti’s side,
who were frequently whistled by the home fans at
the Santiago Bernabeu. Shakhtar struck a deserved
equaliser towards the end of a shoddy first half only
for Benzema to score a second for a 2-1 win, with
both of his goals set up by the in-form Vinicius Jun-
ior. A second victory over Shakhtar in as many
weeks has restored Madrid’s control over Group D
after the shock defeat by Sheriff in September
briefly dragged them into the pack.

But another lethargic performance did not go
down well with the Real Madrid supporters. “I un-
derstand it, I know the fans very well, they demand
a lot,” said Ancelotti. “We started well, then we
dropped a bit but that can happen and it’s good the
fans wake us up with some whistles. It helps us.”

Benzema has now scored 13 goals in 14 appear-
ances for his club this season, his latest contribution
coming after a rest last weekend, when he was left
out for the first time in eight months. There was
concern when the 33-year-old appeared to request
his substitution late in the second half and then was

seen with ice on his groin on the bench. But Ben-
zema said: “It was just a knock mixed with a bit of
tiredness. I’ll be fine for Saturday.”

Luka Modric wiggled through early on and
forced a good save after a neat exchange with
Lucas Vazquez before Madrid took the lead, Vini-
cius rewarded for his pressure in the box and able
to tee up Benzema for a simple finish.

But the advantage and level of comfort first
made Madrid complacent and then sloppy as the
intensity dropped to walking pace and mistakes
began to creep in. Alan Patrick hit the post from
distance while Fernando was allowed to dribble
through the sleeping Madrid midfield and shot
wide. Eder Militao turned to his teammates with his
arms outstretched. Madrid were finding it difficult
to raise the tempo even as the jeers of the home
crowd rang in their ears and Shakhtar grabbed a
deserved equalizer before half-time. Mykola
Matvienko clipped the ball towards Alan Patrick
and he chested the ball down for Fernando, who ar-
rived just at the right time to smash the finish past
Thibaut Courtois.

Shakhtar might even have taken the lead when
a misplaced Benzema pass allowed Fernando to
skip through again but this time Courtois tipped
the shot wide. Madrid’s performance hardly im-
proved in the second half but a rare moment of at-
tacking quality restored the advantage, as
Casemiro’s delightful flick returned the ball to Vini-
cius, who sidefooted across for Benzema to score
a second. Benzema signaled to Ancelotti and went
off to a standing ovation while without him, Madrid
had to survive some nervous moments as Taras
Stepanenko’s effort fizzed wide before Ismaily’s
header floated over. — AFP


