
LIVERPOOL: Liverpool cruised into the last 16
of the Champions League by exacting revenge on
10-man Atletico Madrid to win 2-0 at Anfield on
Wednesday and qualify with two games to spare.
Goals inside the first 21 minutes from Diogo Jota
and Sadio Mane gave the Spanish champions a
mountain to climb even before Felipe was sent off
before half-time for a cynical hack on Mane.

Maximum points from four games is enough
to win Liverpool Group B and guarantee home
advantage in the second leg of their last-16 tie
come the new year. The Reds are now unbeaten
in 25 games in all competitions stretching back to
the end of last season, matching a club record.

And four straight victories to obliterate what
on paper looked a tough group alongside Porto
and AC Milan has sent out a warning that the 2019
winners are back among the contenders to win
the Champions League.

“You earn a lot of money to win Champions
League games,” said Liverpool boss Jurgen
Klopp. “The first target was to get through this
group, but we did it with two games to go. An in-
credible group stage so far, I wouldn’t have ex-
pected that when I saw the draw. For tonight job
done, but we all know there are two games to go
and we will try everything to win them as well.”

Atletico on the other hand have a battle to
reach the knockout stages as they sit third, one
point behind Porto with two games to play. “In re-
cent seasons it has been like this for us,” said
Simeone of having to go to the wire to reach the
last 16. “We have the responsibility to improve
and we have two great games in front of us.”

When the sides last met at Anfield 20 months

ago, Atletico’s dramatic extra-time victory to
reach the Champions League quarter-finals was
overshadowed by the looming threat of coron-
avirus. The Liverpool support had not forgotten
the bad blood that brewed between the teams
from that tie and the Reds’ 3-2 win in the Spanish
capital two weeks ago.

Luis Suarez was roundly booed on his return
to Anfield, while Atletico coach Diego Simeone
was mocked as his side capitulated before half-
time. The Argentine was aghast on the touchline
at some of the visitors’ defending during the first
45 minutes.

Just like their meeting in Madrid, Liverpool
were 2-0 up inside the first quarter. Jota easily es-
caped the attention of Felipe to have a free header
from Trent Alexander-Arnold’s cross to open the
floodgates. Alexander-Arnold was also the cre-
ator for the second goal as this time his shot was
turned beyond Jan Oblak by Mane.

Felipe sent off
Felipe thought he would get away with a

booking when he took a swipe at Mane to halt a
counter-attack inside the Liverpool half. But
Dutch referee Danny Makkelie decided other-
wise as he produced a straight red for the Brazil-
ian defender and was backed up by his colleague
in the VAR booth.

VAR did intervene to deny both sides a goal
in the second period for offside. Jota had just
strayed beyond the last defender when he slot-
ted past Oblak. Suarez was then denied a sweet
moment to silence the boos when his deflected
effort was ruled out for offside against Jose

Maria Gimenez. Atletico could have been on the
end of a similar 5-0 thrashing to the one Liver-
pool dished out to Manchester United 10 days
ago had Klopp’s men been as clinical as they
were at Old Trafford.

Oblak spread himself to ensure Mohamed

Salah failed to score for the first time in a Cham-
pions League game this season before Joel Matip
and Jota failed to hit the target with simple
chances. “People want to see more goals but we
did create more chances,” added Klopp. “I think
the game was nearly perfect.” — AFP

Liverpool dismiss 10-man Atletico
to reach Champions League last 16

LIVERPOOL: Atletico Madrid’s Brazilian defender Felipe (left) closes in on Liverpool’s Senegalese striker Sadio
Mane during the UEFA Champions League group B football match between Liverpool and Atletico Madrid at Anfield
in Liverpool, north west England on Wednesday. —AFP
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Man City close to
last 16; Leipzig
frustrate PSG
MANCHESTER: Manchester City got back on track as
they thrashed Club Brugge 4-1 on Wednesday to move
within touching distance of a place in the Champions
League last 16. Pep Guardiola’s side recovered from the
shock of conceding a John Stones own goal after Phil
Foden’s early opener at the Etihad Stadium. Riyad Mahrez
put City back in front in the second half and Raheem Ster-
ling came off the bench to end his goal drought before
Gabriel Jesus capped the rout.

City sit top of Group A, one point above Paris Saint Ger-
main, after their third win in four matches in the competi-
tion. Last season’s Champions League runners-up are five
points clear of third-placed Brugge and will reach the
knockout stages with one point from their last two games
against PSG and Leipzig.

“Fully deserved. I liked how we played. After conceding
we dropped a little bit, but the second half was really good,”
Guardiola said. “When you’re at Manchester City, you realise
nobody will help you. Everything to do, we’ve done it. All the
titles I won before were because I was at big clubs. Ab-
solutely, the pleasure is higher (to win with City).”

After a strong start to the season, City had suffered their
worst period of the campaign. Saturday’s shock home defeat

against Crystal Palace came hot on the heels of a penalty
shoot-out loss at West Ham that ended their four-year reign
as League Cup holders.

Guardiola responded to those setbacks by defiantly
claiming City were playing at an “incredible” level, labelling
their current form among the “best moments” of his time at
the club. Having thrashed Brugge 5-1 in Belgium last month,
City once again picked on Philippe Clement’s team, al-
though the victory wasn’t without a few scares. Guardiola
had described Brugge’s visit as “much more important”
than Saturday’s derby at Manchester United and his players
got the message.

PSG held
Elsewhere, Dominik Szoboszlai converted a penalty in

stoppage time as RB Leipzig held Paris Saint-Germain, who
were without the injured Lionel Messi, to a 2-2 draw in the
Champions League on Wednesday.

PSG had been cruising to an away win and were 2-1 up
with 90 minutes gone in Leipzig as Georginio Wijnaldum
netted twice to cancel out Christopher Nkunku’s early goal
for the hosts. In the dying seconds, Leipzig were awarded a
penalty when PSG defender Presnel Kimpembe leaped onto
Nkunku as a cross came in and substitute Szoboszlai made
no mistake with the spot kick.

“We didn’t start well, but Leipzig did and we had to get
back in the game,” Wijnaldum told DAZN. “We created sec-
ond-half chances, but also gave a lot away too. We have to
learn from that and control the game better, because we
were 2-1 up and should have put our chances away. There is
a lot of room for improvement.”  — AFP

Porto draw leaves
Milan on brink of exit
MILAN: AC Milan needed a Chancel Mbemba own goal to draw 1-1
at home to Porto on Wednesday, a result that leaves the seven-time for-
mer European champions on the brink of elimination from the Cham-
pions League. Milan are level on points with Napoli at the top of Serie
A having won 10 and drawn one of their first 11 games domestically, but
it has been a drastically different story in Europe. Stefano Pioli’s side
lost their first three matches in a tough Group B also featuring Liverpool
and Atletico Madrid, and another defeat at San Siro would have con-
firmed their elimination.

Porto, who beat the Italians 1-0 in Portugal two weeks ago, duly went
in front inside six minutes thanks to Luis Diaz, who also scored in the
reverse fixture. Marko Grujic won possession before setting up Diaz,
the Colombian taking two touches to steady himself before slotting in.
However Milan equalized just after the hour-mark as substitute Pierre
Kalulu’s cross-cum-shot was turned into his own net by Mbemba.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic came off the bench for the home side but he
could not inspire them to find a winner, although he did have the ball in
the net late on only for the offside flag to cut short the celebrations.
Evanilson hit the bar for Porto, who are second in the group but can be
overtaken by Atletico if the Spaniards win at Anfield later. Even finishing
third and parachuting into the Europa League is a big ask now for
Milan, who are appearing in the Champions League for the first time
since 2013-14. — AFP


