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MOGADISHU: Eight people were killed in a car bombing near a
school in Somalia’s capital Mogadishu yesterday, police said, the
latest attack claimed by Al-Shabaab jihadists in the troubled
country.

Anguished parents rushed to the scene of the blast, which
wrecked the school building, as injured students were taken to
hospitals around the city. The explosion hit at around 7:30 am,
just as children were settling down for their first lessons, principal
Yusuf Hussein Abdi said.

In seconds, wooden beams and tin sheets came crashing down
on the young pupils, as some of the walls gave way. “You can un-
derstand how it feels when many students, mostly children, came
under attack as school rooms collapsed,” Abdi said.

People pulled injured victims out of the rubble, using their bare
hands to carry them to safety until ambulances arrived. Somalia
police spokesman Abdifatah Adan said in a brief statement that
eight civilians were killed and 17 others wounded, without giving
further details.

Security official Mohamed Abdillahi told AFP the explosion
was caused by a car bomb, but added: “We don’t know the target
of the attack.” Witnesses said a large convoy carrying troops from
AMISOM, the African Union force fighting the Al-Qaeda-linked
Al-Shabaab group, was passing through the area when the bomb
went off. “I was close to the area when the blast occurred, there
was an AMISOM convoy... passing by,” Said Ibrahim told AFP.

‘Students bleeding’ 
Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for the bombing, saying it

was aimed at “military trainers.” The militants frequently carry out
attacks in the capital and elsewhere in the country against civilian,
military and government targets. “Everyone was shocked and the
scene was really horrible,” said Naima Ali, whose daughter was
among the lucky ones to escape the carnage unharmed.

“I saw some of the students bleeding,” Ali said. Mohamud
Omar, whose cousin was at the school when the attack occurred,
said the blast left a trail of devastation in its wake, with backpacks
scattered under the debris. “The blast destroyed the whole area
and left the road in ruins, thanks to God that most of the students
were unharmed despite the huge damage the explosion caused,”
he said. The founder of Mogadishu’s Aamin ambulance service,
Abdulkadir Abdirahman Adan, shared photos of the rubble-
strewn scene on Twitter, calling the bombing “a tragedy”.

‘Heinous and reprehensible’ 
The East African bloc IGAD (Intergovernmental Authority on

Development) condemned what it described as a “heinous and
reprehensible terrorist attack”. IGAD executive secretary
Workneh Gebeyehu said in a statement he “shares the grief of all
peace-loving Somalis, and conveys his sincerest condolence to
the government and people of Somalia and the families of the vic-
tims of the attack”.

On Saturday, a prominent Somali journalist was killed and a
colleague seriously wounded in a suicide bombing claimed by Al-
Shabaab. Abdiaziz Mohamud Guled, the director of government-
owned Radio Mogadishu, was a fierce critic of the Islamists.

Al-Shabaab, which has been waging a violent insurgency

against the country’s fragile government since 2007, said its fight-
ers had long pursued the journalist. The militants also claimed two
attacks in September that together killed 17 people.

A car bombing on September 25 near the presidential palace
killed eight people, including the prime minister’s adviser for
women and human rights, Hibaq Abukar. Eleven days earlier, nine
people, most of them members of Somalia’s security forces, died
in a blast near a Mogadishu checkpoint.

Al-Shabaab controlled the capital until 2011 when it was
pushed out by AMISOM troops, but it still holds territory in the
countryside. —AFP
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Bulgaria 
reduces bus 
crash toll to 44
SOFIA: Bulgarian prosecutors yesterday re-
vised down to 44 the death toll from a bus crash
this week, saying human error most likely
caused one of Europe’s worst road accidents in
a decade. A bus full mostly with tourists from
North Macedonia  crashed on a highway and
caught fire south of Sofia early Tuesday while
returning from Istanbul, in Turkey, to Skopje.

The passengers were trapped but seven sur-
vived by breaking a back window to escape.
They have all been hospitalized in Sofia and are
in stable condition. “Autopsies revealed that the
victims died mainly as a result of asphyxiation
from the fire that broke out... soot was found in
their respiratory tracts,” deputy prosecutor
general Borislav Sarafov told reporters.

“At present, the leading and main version
that seems to formulate is one of a human
error,” he said, adding prosecutors were still
probing if “bad road organization, bad signal-
ization, bad markings” might have misled the
driver. The prosecution has ruled out that a
terrorist act or an explosion caused the fire,
he said.

Border police records show that 52 pas-
sengers were on board when the bus entered
Bulgaria.

Sarafov said 44 bodies were found at the
site of the crash so investigators were still try-
ing to account for one more person. Four
buses were travelling in the group and wit-
nesses said they stopped at a gas station and
some passengers transferred to other vehicles
before the accident. “We presume that one
passenger must have moved to another bus,”
Sarafov said.

Prosecutors believe the bus driver crashed
into guardrails. A detached rail was then
dragged along causing sparks that ignited the
bus. The driver veered into the center of the
highway, breaking through the guardrails where
the bus became stuck, said lead investigator
Mariyan Marinov.

The front door of the vehicle was ripped
open in the crash, but “a huge fire”  prevented
passengers from escaping that way. That
prompted them to pile up at the back door, only
to find it blocked by the guardrail, Marinov
added, explaining the high toll.

The crash is Bulgaria’s deadliest, and the
worst road accident in Europe in a decade,
plunging the country and its neighbor
North Macedonia into mourning.  The dead
include a dozen minors with the youngest
fatality four-year-old twins, according to
media reports. —AFP

Egypt sentences 
22 jihadists 
to death
CAIRO: An Egyptian court yesterday sen-
tenced to death by hanging 22 Islamist mili-
tants for 54 attacks including the attempted
assassination of a former interior minister, a
judicial source told AFP. The men were found
guilty of committing 54 “terrorist opera-
tions” across Egypt, including the murder of
a senior police officer as well as trying to kill
former interior minister Mohamed Ibrahim. 

Executions in Egypt for civilians are car-
ried out by hanging. Those sentenced to
death include a former police officer, and the
verdicts cannot be appealed. The 22 con-
victed were found guilty of being members
of the Ansar Beit al-Maqdis group, which
pledged its allegiance to the Islamic State
group in 2014.

The Court of Cassation, Egypt’s highest
appeals court, also upheld prison sentences
of 118 others in the same case, ranging from
terms of several years to life imprisonment.
Egypt has for years been fighting a bitter

insurgency in North Sinai that escalated
after the army’s 2013 ouster of Islamist
president Mohamed Morsi. In February
2018, the army and police launched a na-
tionwide operation against militants fo-
cused on North Sinai.

Around 1,073 suspected militants and
dozens of security personnel have been
killed since the start of operations, according
to official figures. Earlier this month, Egypt
agreed with Israel to boost its troop num-
bers around the border town of Rafah in
order to quell IS militants. Ansar Beit al-
Maqdis fighters in Sinai were led by Hisham
al-Ashmawy, an ex-special forces officer.
Ashmawy - once dubbed Egypt’s “most
wanted man” - split from the militants after
they switched allegiance from Al-Qaeda to
the Islamic State group. 

In 2018, Ashmawy was captured in the
eastern Libya city of Derna, and extradited
to Cairo. He had been on trial with the 22
men sentenced yesterday, but had already
been found guilty, and was executed in
March 2020. Egypt, the most populous Arab
country, recorded the third most executions
in the world - behind China and Iran accord-
ing to Amnesty International. In 2020,
Egyptian authorities executed at least 107
people, Amnesty said.—AFP

MOGADISHU: Police officers and people stand at the bomb explosion site in Mo-
gadishu, Somalia, yesterday. —AFP


