
Friday, November 26, 2021B u s i n e s s

Friday 33

BERLIN: German shoppers are feeling downbeat as the Decem-
ber Christmas period beckons, a key survey said yesterday, with
concerns about soaring coronavirus infections and higher prices
gnawing away at festive cheer. Pollster GfK’s forward-looking
barometer fell to minus 1.6 points for December, down 2.6 points
on the previous month.

“On the one hand, there is the fourth wave of the pandemic
with exploding incidence rates, the risk of an overburdened
healthcare system and the fear of further restrictions,” said GfK
consumer expert Rolf Buerkl. “On the other hand, a high inflation
rate of around four percent right now is causing consumers’ pur-
chasing power to melt away,” he said. “This dampens the
prospects for the upcoming Christmas business.”

Germany has tightened coronavirus curbs to combat the
worsening pandemic, including cancelling Christmas markets
and barring the unvaccinated from bars, gyms and leisure cen-
ters in the hardest-hit regions. The GfK survey of some 2,000
people found that Germans were significantly more pessimistic
about the state of the European Union’s largest economy than
last month. Income expectations also dropped, while the will-
ingness to splash out on big purchases hit a nine-month low,
the pollsters said.

Germany lowered its growth estimate for the third quarter
yesterday, as clouds gathered over the economy with the coro-

navirus pandemic resurging. The federal data agency said the
economy expanded by 1.7 percent in the July to September pe-
riod compared to the previous quarter, down 0.1 percentage
points from a preliminary figure published last month.

“The German economy’s recovery continued through the
summer,” Destatis said in a statement.But growth was decelerat-
ing, with the third quarter figure easing from two percent posted
in the second quarter. With new curbs imposed again in recent
days over record new COVID infections, experts have warned
that output in the last three months of the year will be hard hit.

Already, an acute shortage of raw materials was crimping
growth in Europe’s biggest economy. Germany’s Bundesbank is
now expecting output to be flat in the fourth quarter. For the
full year, the government forecasts that GDP will come in at 2.6
percent rather than the 3.5 percent previously predicted. Ger-
many announced record coronavirus fatalities and infections
yesterday as its total death toll passed 100,000, with its most
severe virus wave yet breaking just as a new government pre-
pares to take the reins.

Europe’s largest economy recorded 351 fatalities in the
past 24 hours, bringing the total death toll since the start of
the pandemic to 100,119, according to figures from the
Robert Koch Institute (RKI) health agency. The weekly inci-
dence rate also hit an all-time high of 419.7 new infections

per 100,000 people, the RKI said.
The escalating health crisis poses an immediate challenge to

the new coalition government led by Finance Minister Olaf
Scholz, who is set to take over as chancellor from Angela Merkel
next month. —AFP
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New Huawei nova 9: 
Trendy flagship 
and camera king!
KUWAIT: You can finally now lay your hands on the Trendy
Flagship & Camera King, the Huawei nova 9. Huawei’s latest
smartphone comes with an array of splendid features including
a stunning design highlighted by an all-new colourway - Colour
No 9. A magnificent 50MP Ultra Vision Camera, a large battery
with blazing fast charging speeds and of course, with Huawei
you can always expect EMUI 12 cool features and Super Device
capabilities. Here are all your questions answered about the
Trendy-flagship & Camera King!

In terms of design, what is special about the Huawei nova 9?
If you have been searching for a phone that looks as good

as it works then the Huawei nova 9 is surely for you. Huawei’s
Trendy Flagship & Camera King explodes into the scene with
a brand-new colourway; Huawei calls this new colour -
Colour No 9, there is also a Black version. The low-saturation
bluish purple finish is created with a new ‘Starry Flash AG
Glass’ manufacturing process to produce a thrilling effect.
The Huawei nova 9 comes with a stunning 6.57-inch Origi-
nal-Colour Curved 120Hz refresh arte Display with a tapered
surface that flows like a waterfall, minimizing the left and right
bezels for more immersive viewing. Combined with support
for full-path P3 color, the display ensures spectacular viewing
experiences with smooth visuals, vivid colors and incredible
details. While measuring only 7.77mm in thickness and with
an overall weight of 175g, making it perfect for slipping into
your handbag or pocket when out and about! In addition, the
Huawei nova 9 sports a Star Orbit Ring design at the back,

making the phone recognizable and eye-catching.

How good is the camera setup in the Huawei nova 9?
Dubbed as the Trendy flagship & Camera King, the

Huawei nova 9 excels in photography and videography.
Armed with a rear camera system which includes a 50MP
Ultra Vision Camera, an 8MP Ultra Wide Angle Camera,
a 2MP Depth Camera and a Macro Camera that lets you
capture at as close as 4cm. Both the front and rear cam-
eras support 4K shooting at 30fps, allowing you to ex-
press yourself through short videos and vlogs for social
media. The main camera has a large 1/1.56-inch sensor
and a RYYB color filter array with a high light sensitivity.
This collects 40  percent more light compared to a stan-
dard RGGB sensor, ensuring the utmost clarity on all im-
ages, while enabling outstanding low light performance

Is it true you can record videos continuously using the
rear and front cameras at once?

Yes, that is true. The Huawei nova 9’s 32MP front cam-
era is perfect for selfies in addition to its 4K selfie video
recording and Portrait Mode which both help your selfie-
portraits pop with Bokeh Portrait. There are also AI Beauty ef-
fects and filters you can use. Selfies never looked so slick.  

Moreover, introducing an all-new feature - Continuous
Front/Rear Recording. With this innovation, you can also switch
between the front and rear cameras to fluidly capture stories
within a single video file. There is also Dual-View Video record-
ing that allows you to showcase live reaction to events, simulta-
neously using the front and rear cameras with no editing
required or, for when you want to show the big picture and the
detail, you can simultaneously capture a close up shot and wide
angle shot at the same time. 

How long do I need to charge my phone to get a full battery?
What use is a good-looking smartphone with an amazing

camera setup if it cannot power you through a day? Whether

for gaming, recording, working or simply browsing
the Internet, the Huawei nova 9 delivers excellent
battery life with a large and long lasting 4300mAh
battery, which is supported by a 66W Huawei Su-
perCharge. The smartphone can be charged much
faster; it only takes 15 minutes to charge to 53 per-
cent and 38 minutes to full 100 percent. 

Can I connect my phone with my tablet or my laptop
and use the two at once? 

Yes you can. The Huawei nova 9 comes with
Super Device features and it runs on EMUI 12. You
can swipe to open the Control Panel and get quick
access to audio playback, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth set-
tings without leaving your current screen, as well as
making it easier to control multiple devices as if you
were controlling just one device. For example, you
can tap on the Huawei MatePad icon to activate
Smartphone-Tablet Multi-screen Collaboration; or
tap on the Huawei MateBook icon for Smartphone-
PC Multi-screen Collaboration or tap on the Huawei
FreeBuds icon to seamlessly switch audio output to

Huawei earbuds. With the Distributed File System, the Huawei
nova 9 can also function as a wirelessly connected external stor-
age unit for the PC, meaning you can access the files you want
more easily than ever before. Using the Huawei nova 9, you can
also transfer MeeTime calls onto Huawei Vision smart TV and
conduct the call by taking advantage of the larger display, cam-
era and speakers. 

Offering a smart and seamless experience, the trusted, inno-
vative and secure AppGallery comes pre-installed on the Huawei
nova 9, where users can search for, and download a wide range
of high-quality apps.

Modern tech-chic users need a phone with a stylish and stun-
ning design, solid camera setup, supercharging speed, and in-
triguing cool features making the Huawei nova 9 one of the best
choices out there today.

BERLIN: German shoppers are feeling downbeat as the December Christmas pe-
riod beckons, a key survey said yesterday.


