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KANPUR, India: Shreyas Iyer’s unbeaten 75 on
debut steadied India after an afternoon wobble to
end the opening day of the first Test looking com-
fortable at 258-4. Iyer shared an unfinished 113-
run partnership with all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
who made a busy 50 off 100 balls, in the heavily
polluted industrial city of Kanpur.

Iyer, the last specialist batsman in the order be-
fore bowling all-rounders and the wicketkeeper,
hit 7 fours and two sixes in his 136-ball innings. His
partner at the other end, Jadeja, hit six fours. Iyer
came in after Cheteshwar Pujara’s dismissal for 26
off 88 balls to Tim Southee left India at 106-3.

India’s stand-in captain Ajinkya Rahane built a
39-run partnership with Iyer before becoming
Kyle Jamieson’s third scalp to leave India at 154-
4 at tea. Jamieson, the sharpest of the New
Zealand bowlers, had earlier removed India’s new
opening pair of Mayank Agarwal and Shubman
Gill in his 15.2 overs spell giving away only 47 runs
and taking three wickets.

“(I) hardly played the last couple of months.
Was nice to find some rhythm. Probably too good
at times, hence the overstepping,” Jamieson said.
“Hopefully the new ball swings a bit in the morn-
ing and we can take a few wickets. India is prob-
ably a fraction ahead, but we did well to have
them four down.”

Gill falls after lunch 
Gill, who looked promising at unbeaten 52 off

93 balls going into lunch, could not add to the
score and was bowled by Jamieson in the first
over after the break. He hit five fours and a six in
his free-flowing innings and was Jamiseon’s sec-
ond, after Agarwal who edged him to wicket-
keeper Tom Blundell in the eighth over after a
scratchy 13 runs off 28 balls.

New Zealand captain Kane Williamson re-in-
troduced Tim Southee in the 38th over of the in-
nings and the veteran removed a well-set Pujara
off his fourth ball. Williamson took the second
new ball when it became available at the end of
the 80th over but Jadeja and Iyer comfortably
navigated the four overs before play was called
off for bad light.

The hosts dominated the final session of the
game and will now hope to bat the Kiwis out of
the game Friday before the pitch becomes more
conducive to the spinners. India were without a
rested Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli and an in-
jured KL Rahul.

The World Test Championship holders picked
two specialist spinners-Ajaz Patel and William
Somerville-and spinning all-rounder Rachin
Ravindra for Kanpur. Patel bowled his left-arm
spin for 21 wicketless overs that cost 78 runs.

Off-spinner Somerville was introduced in the
18th over and bowled a tidy 24-over spell for 60
runs. The 22-year-old Ravindra, the other debu-
tant in the match, got to bowl for the first time in
the 25th over with the ball already gripping and

turning on the slow first-day pitch, but failed to
take a wicket.

Rahane too packed his side with three spe-
cialist spinners in Jadeja, Ravichandran Ashwin
and Axar Patel. Pollution cast a hazy pall over

the ground, with levels of the most harmful
PM2.5 microparticles reaching more than 19
times the World Health Organization’s recom-
mended daily maximum, according to monitor-
ing company IQAir. —AFP

Iyer guides India to solid 
258-4 in smoggy NZ Test

KANPUR: India’s Shreyas Iyer (R) plays a shot during the first Test cricket match between India and New Zealand
at the Green Park Stadium in Kanpur yesterday. —AFP

Embuldeniya stars 
as S Lanka thrash 
West Indies
GALLE, Sri Lanka: Lasith Embuldeniya took five
wickets in the final innings as hosts Sri Lanka
thrashed the West Indies by 187 runs in the first
Test yesterday to surge 1-0 up in the two-match
series. Chasing a hefty target of 348, West Indies
were bowled out for 160 before tea on the final
day, with Nkrumah Bonner the lone warrior with
an unbeaten 68 on a turning wicket at Galle Inter-
national Stadium.

Bonner was one of only three West Indies
batsmen to make it into double figures in their
second innings, along with Joshua Da Silva, who
made 54, and Rahkeem Cornwall who managed
13. Sri Lanka secured a 156-run first-innings lead
thanks to a masterful 147 by Dimuth Karunaratne
and four wickets by Praveen Jayawickrama help-
ing to scuttle the visitors for 230.

With rain washing out some play and storm
clouds threatening, Karunaratne starred again in
Sri Lanka’s second innings with 83, aided by An-
gelo Mathews who made 69, to set the West Indies
a mountainous task to win.

“I was worried leading into the Test match,”
Karunaratne said. “But something told me that if I
get a good start, I will do well,” the skipper added.
“It was a nervous start but I gained confidence the

more I batted.” On day four the hosts’ spin trio
made quick work of the West Indies top order with
a collapse seeing the tourists lose four wickets in
15 balls for just four runs.

Reeling on 52 for six at the start of the final
day, the West Indies clung on with Bonner and
Da Silva putting on 100, the West Indies’ highest
partnership of the match. Despite the wicket of-
fering plenty of assistance, the two batsmen
tackled the Sri Lankan spin threat well with
clever use of footwork.

Three chances were also put down by Sri
Lanka with Pathum Nissanka the guilty party each
time. It was a crucial seventh-wicket partnership
for the tourists after they had been reduced to 18
for six on day four.

Playing catch-up 
At that point, the West Indies were in danger of

being shot out for their lowest score in Test cricket
with the game ending inside four days. Their lowest
total was 47 all out against England in Jamaica in
2004. “The first innings total is always important.
We did not do well and were under pressure from
that point onwards,” said West Indies captain
Kraigg Brathwaite.

“It is difficult to play catch-up in Test cricket...
We need to have clarity on our batting. Not just
big shots, but we have to defend confidently too.”
Sri Lanka dismissed Da Silva 15 minutes before
lunch when he was caught at slip by Dhananjaya
de Silva to give Embuldeniya his third wicket in the
innings. Da Silva’s 54 came off 129 balls and con-
tained five fours. — AFP

Mominul tells
Bangladesh to
‘close ears’ ahead 
of Pakistan Tests 
CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh: Bangladesh
captain Mominul Haque urged his team-
mates to ignore criticism and concentrate on
the job at hand ahead of the Test series at
home against Pakistan beginning today. The
hosts kick off the new Test Championship
cycle with the two-match series against Pak-
istan starting in Chittagong, having never
beaten the visitors either at home or away.

The series follows a dismal run in
Twenty20 internationals, with Bangladesh
losing eight consecutive matches. Five losses
at the World Cup were followed by a three-
nil whitewash at home by semi-finalists Pak-
istan. “This is not the first time Bangladesh
have gone through such a phase. We have
overcome such times before too,” said Test
captain Mominul, who was not part of
Twenty20 side.

“People got mentally weak... because they
pay attention to what is being said. My job is
to bring back focus. You cannot stop anyone
from talking. So it’s better to keep your ears
closed,” he said yesterday. Adding to their

woes, star player Shakib Al Hasan, batsman
Tamim Iqbal and an in-form all-rounder
Taskin Ahmed, will all miss the first Test due
to injury. Mominul said it would be a “chal-
lenge” to lead a young Bangladesh side
against a strong Pakistan team. “We have al-
ways required senior players in the Test side,”
he said. “But it is a continuous process. We
have to move on. We cannot be disappointed
all the time. I firmly believe it is a huge oppor-
tunity for the younger players,” he said.

Babar cautious 
Pakistan captain Babar Azam insisted his

team will not take the hosts lightly in their
home conditions. “This looks a typical
Bangladeshi pitch which will help spinners.
So, we are aware of the conditions,” he said.
Pakistan announced their 12-man squad for
the opening Test, which included uncapped
batsman Abdullah Shafique.

Faheem Ashraf, Fawad Alam and Imam-ul-
Haq also made the 12-man squad. “I cannot
score runs all the time, so other batsmen will
have to take responsibility. This is an impor-
tant WTC Tests, so we need to be at our
best,” Babar said. Pakistan have played 10
Tests against Bangladesh, winning nine.

The only draw came in 2015 when Tamim
scored a maiden Test double hundred in a
record 312-run opening stand with Imrul
Kayes in the second innings in Bangladesh’s
southern city of Khulna. The second Test will
start in Dhaka on December 4. — AFP


