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Cabinet says situation calls  
for third dose after Omicron

Top court confirms jail terms for Bangladeshi MP, senior officials
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Council of Ministers yesterday called 
on the public to take the third booster dose to boost 
immunity against the deadly COVID-19 virus and its 
latest Omicron variant. The Cabinet, holding an 
extraordinary meeting, was briefed on the latest devel-
opments by Health Minister Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah 
who assured the government that the health situation in 
the country was very assuring and that there are no 
COVID-19 patients in the intensive care units. The min-
ister stressed the need to get the third booster dose to 
strengthen protection against the COVID-19 variants. 

A new COVID-19 variant named Omicron has 
caused worldwide concern with a large number of 
countries suspending commercial flights with South 
Africa, where the variant was detected, and several 
other African nations.  

At an extraordinary meeting late on Saturday, the 
Cabinet imposed a ban on commercial flights from nine 
African nations over Omicron but allowed cargo. The 
indefinite ban became effective yesterday.  

The countries are South Africa, where the new vari-

ant originated, in addition to Namibia, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lesotho, Eswatini, Zambia 
and Malawi.  

The Cabinet also decided to ban entry of foreign-
ers from those African countries unless they have 
spent at least 14 days in a third country. Kuwaiti citi-
zens arriving from those nations must undergo institu-
tional quarantine for seven days with a PCR test done 
on the day of arrival and a second on the sixth day. 

The Council of Ministers also called on citizens to 
avoid travel out of Kuwait now unless it is extremely 
necessary, especially to countries that have reported 
cases of Omicron. The Cabinet expressed satisfac-
tion over the stability of the health situation in the 
country but urged citizens and residents to continue 
to implement health conditions especially wearing 
face masks. 

Meanwhile, the court of cassation yesterday 
upheld jail sentences and hefty fines imposed on a 
Bangladeshi MP, a number of former senior officials 
and a former lawmaker after convicting them of mon-
ey-laundering, bribery, and trafficking in persons. 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet 
meeting yesterday. —KUNA

 News in brief

KUWAIT: Three people were killed and one 
injured in a house fire in Sulaibiya yesterday. The 
victims, two women and two children - all bedoon - 
were unconscious when firefighters entered the 
house and evacuated them, Kuwait Fire Force said 
in a statement.  

When emergency medical technicians examined 
them, they discovered that the two women and one 
of the children had already succumbed to their burn 
injuries, it explained. The two women were in their 
70s and 40s respectively, KFF noted without 
revealing the age of the children. An investigation 
has been ordered to determine the cause of the fire. 

Three dead  
in Sulaibiya  
house fire

Iran nuke talks to restart today 
 
VIENNA: The long-awaited resumption of 
international talks in Vienna to revive the 2015 
Iran nuclear deal will take place today afternoon, 
a diplomatic source said. The talks between the 
remaining partners to the deal-Iran, China, 
Russia, Germany, France and the UK-will restart 
at around 2 pm local time (1300 GMT), a 
European diplomat said yesterday. The US will 
also send a delegation headed by Washington’s 
Special Envoy for Iran, Rob Malley, which will 
participate in the talks indirectly. —AFP 

UK warns of ‘Arctic shot’  
 
LONDON: Britain braced for an Arctic freeze 
yesterday in the aftermath of a powerful storm 
that left three people dead and thousands in 
Scotland facing days without power. “Storm 
Arwen” brought wind gusts of almost 100 miles 
(160 kilometers) per hour late Friday, before 
weakening and drifting towards continental 
Europe. — AFP 

Belgium arrests 6 Britons  
 
BRUSSELS: Belgium authorities said yesterday 
that six British men have been arrested as part 
of an international ring that used Airbnb proper-
ties to store smuggled cocaine. The six suspects, 
all from London and aged between 25 and 43, 
were apprehended this week and remain in cus-
tody while an investigation is carried out, the 
national prosecutor’s service said in a statement. 

Malawi blasts ‘Afrophobic’ bans 
 
JOHANNESBURG: Malawi’s President 
Lazarus Chakwera yesterday accused Western 
countries of “Afrophobia” for shutting their bor-
ders to his and other neighboring nations after 
South Africa flagged a new coronavirus variant 
last week. Dozens of countries have barred 
flights from southern Africa in a bid to keep the 
variant, named Omicron, off their shores. 
Chakwera is currently chairing the 16-nation 
Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) which has seen most of its members 
blacklisted, sparking outrage. — AFP 

LONDON: Passengers, some wearing face coverings to combat the spread of 
COVID-19, travel on the London underground in central London yesterday. — AFP

THE HAGUE: A new, heavily mutated 
COVID-19 variant spread across the 
globe yesterday, shutting borders, 
renewing curbs, and sparking fears 
for the fight against the nearly two-
year-old coronavirus pandemic. 
Dubbed Omicron, the strain has cast 
doubt on global efforts to battle the 
pandemic because of fears that it is 
highly infectious, forcing countries to 
reimpose measures many had hoped 
were a thing of the past. 

Dutch health authorities said they 

had identified at least 13 cases of 
Omicron among 61 quarantined passen-
gers who tested positive for coronavirus 
after arriving from South Africa. “The 
investigation has not yet been complet-
ed. The new variant may be found in 
more test samples,” the National 
Institute for Public Health warned.  

Britain’s government yesterday 
defended the pace and scale of its 
response to the new Omicron strain of 
COVID-19 as officials reported a third 
case of the emerging variant, and 
warned of more to come. Health 
Secretary Sajid Javid said mandatory 
mask-wearing would return to shops 
and public transport in England 
tomorrow, but told families to plan for 
Christmas “as normal”, despite new 
rules to combat Omicron. 
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New variant 
shuts borders  
across the globe

KUWAIT: A photo issued by the KFSD shows a fire 
tender outside a house in Sulaibiya where three 
people were killed in a blaze yesterday.

MANAMA: The US Navy has rescued two Iranian 
seamen who had been adrift for eight days on a 
fishing boat in Gulf waters, a statement said yester-
day. The men were in “good health and spirits” 
despite their ordeal, the navy said. 

“A US Navy vessel rescued two Iranian 
mariners (on Saturday) from a fishing vessel after 

it was adrift for eight days in the Gulf of Oman,” 
the US Naval Forces Central Command, or NAV-
CENT, said. Navy cargo ship Charles Drew arrived 
at the scene with food, water and medical care six 
hours after a distress call from the mariners, the 
statement said. 

The two men were transported to an Omani 
coastguard vessel near the capital Muscat. “The 
mariners were in good health and spirits at the 
time of the transfer,” it added. “We appreciate the 
government of Oman for its assistance and sup-
port in helping us return the mariners home,” 
NAVCENT commander Vice Admiral  Brad 
Cooper said in the statement. 
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CALAIS, France: France sought help from its 
European neighbors yesterday to crack down on 
Channel people-smuggling gangs, with Interior 
Minister Gerald Darmanin saying he could “not 
accept” any more deaths after an unprecedented 
accident claimed 27 lives. 

Ministers responsible for immigration from 
France, Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium con-
vened in the northern French port of Calais yester-
day afternoon, but without Britain which was 

excluded after a row last week. 
“The biggest point for this meeting is the fight 

against people-smugglers who take advantage of 
our borders and countries,” Darmanin said at the 
start of the event, adding that “migratory pressures 
continue and are constantly increasing”. 

“These deaths are too many,” he said of the acci-
dent which saw 27 people drown on Wednesday 
after their inflatable dinghy began losing air  cross-
ing the English Channel in wintry temperatures. 
“We cannot accept that any more people die.” The 
main focus was to have been scheduled talks 
between Darmanin and British counterpart Priti 
Patel after both countries vowed to cooperate to 
tackle a surge in crossings this year which has seen 
around 26,000 people set off from France to 
England. 
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