
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet held an extraordinary
meeting at Bayan Palace yesterday under the chair-
manship of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Following the
special session, Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah stated that the minis-
ters were briefed by Minister of Health Dr Basel Al-
Sabah about the global epidemiological situation, par-
ticularly after the emergence of the new variant of the
coronavirus, Omicron, in South Africa and other
African countries. In this respect, the minister of health
assured his peers that the health status in the State of
Kuwait was stable, noting that there were no coron-
avirus cases at hospitals’ intensive care units and there
was a drop in the infection cases.

However, the minister advised the Cabinet on the
necessity to take precautions regarding arrivals to
Kuwait from some countries, and update quaran-
tine measures for arrivals in order to maintain the
relevant positive indexes. The ministers expressed
relief at the local stable health situation but urged
citizens and residents not to be complacent with
respect to adhering to the health conditions, name-
ly wearing masks. Moreover, they affirmed the
necessity of taking the third booster jab of the anti-
coronavirus vaccine for the sake of individuals and
society’s wellbeing.

Airport open
Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Sabah had said on
Saturday that the airport and the land and maritime
borders will not be shut down. Sheikh Hamad, also

head of the ministerial coronavirus emergency com-
mittee, made the statement after a meeting by the
committee following the emergence of a new variant
of coronavirus in some African countries. He said that
the committee discussed the steps relating to the
developments of the new variant in a number of
African countries and decisions taken in this regard.
He noted that there are some steps should be fol-
lowed by those who are inside and outside Kuwait as
a result of this strain. “The mutated virus is dangerous
and all countries have decided to halt flights from nine
African countries,” he said.

This was recommended by the committee and
flights will be suspended from some other countries,
Sheikh Hamad Jaber noted. The minister stressed that
“the country’s health situation is excellent, thanks to
Allah Almighty and the efforts of our heroes at the

Ministry of Health.” Meanwhile, Minister of Health Dr
Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah said that the World Health
Organization (WHO) named the new variant
‘Omicron’. “Information on the variant is still prelimi-
nary, and the ministry’s workers are following these
developments,” he added.

He noted there are several questions that need
answers on how quickly the mutated virus spreads,
its strength and resistance to vaccine, or natural
immunity to the previous infection. He emphasized
that the health measures implemented since the
beginning of the corona pandemic have been still in
place. The measures include wearing mask, keeping
physical distancing, and taking vaccines and the
booster dose for those who have exceeded six
months from receiving the second dose to reduce the
infections, he stated. — KUNA
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(From left) Ministers of justice Abdullah Al-Roumi, health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah and Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah attend the meeting.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the
Cabinet’s extraordinary meeting yesterday. — KUNA

Kuwait reiterates need to follow health
precautions, maintain stable status

Cabinet holds extraordinary session to discuss latest on new variant

Kuwait embassy
urges UK arrivals
to conduct PCR on
second day
LONDON: Kuwait’s embassy to the United
Kingdom yesterday called on citizens com-
ing to Britain from tomorrow to abide by
the new instructions, which require con-
ducting PCR test on the second day of
arrival. The embassy said in a statement that
all arrivals must register their personal data
on the British government website, which
will be provided through the airlines before
48 hours of the flight, which includes book-
ing PCR test appointment. The statement
stressed on wearing face masks in shops
and publ ic  transportat ion, adding that
Omicron contacts will have to self-isolate
for 10 days. The embassy asked Kuwaiti
nationals not to hesitate when seeking
assistance on this matter, indicating that
+4402075903400, +447988329622 lines
will be available to address this issue and
other important matters. — KUNA

Kuwait-British
Friendship Society
hosts lunch for UK MPs
KUWAIT: The Kuwait-British Friendship Society
recently hosted a luncheon in honor of a group of
visiting British parliamentarians. The event, which
was held at the Chairman’s Club, was the first func-
tion organized by the Society since the eruption of
the coronavirus pandemic two years ago.  

Attending the lunch were the representatives of
the Kuwait and British parliaments, representatives
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the UK
Ambassador to Kuwait, and Board Members of the
Kuwait - British Friendship Society.

The objective of the meeting was to reiterate the
importance of the relationship between Kuwait and
Great Britain and to discuss past activities organized

by the Society aimed at solidifying relations between
the two countries.

Speaking on behalf of the Society, the coordinator,
Ambassador Abdullah Bishara, said: “The fundamen-
tal aim of visits such as these is to emphasize to the
public of both countries, the importance of retaining
and building on the historic partnership that bonds
the two countries for more than a century. Great
Britain has always been a loyal friend of Kuwait. The
people of Kuwait have full confidence in Britain’s
continuous loyalty, be it in prosperity or adversity.”

During the lunch, the visiting party voiced their
appreciation for the hospitability and genuine feeling
of friendship towards Great Britain. They also
expressed their admiration for the democratic princi-
ples Kuwait proudly cherishes and showed their will-
ingness to convey their positive views of Kuwait to
the British Parliament. In closing, both parties agreed
on the importance of ensuring continuation of the
friendship and support, with a view to consolidating
these historic ties.

KUWAIT: A group photo taken during the Kuwait-British Friendship Society’s luncheon in honor of a group
of visiting British parliamentarians.

Kuwaiti official
stresses importance
of updating military
training programs
CAIRO: Chairman of Kuwait Military Education
Authority of Ministry of Defense Major General
Fahad Al-Turaiji affirmed yesterday the importance
of modernizing the programs and military training
procedures to take on current and future threats in
the region. This came in his statement to the press
on the sidelines of the 25th symposium for the heads
of training authorities in the Arab armed forces. The
five-day symposium discusses a study on field med-
ical training systems needed to keep pace with the
requirements of medical support for joint operations.

Turaiji, who heads Kuwait’s delegation, said that
the symposium included several topics, notably the
ratification of programs related to medical affairs
and field aid, in addition to the exchange of experi-
ences and benefit from the measures taken by some
armies in the region. In this context, he noted that
many Arab countries are engaging their armies in
military operations, explaining that techniques and
procedures are constantly changing, and that this
matter requires modernizing programs and training

procedures to take on different forms of threats. Our
participation in the symposium benefits us, as we are
taking the new product for medical support and field
aid operations and working with it as fit to our mili-
tary organization and the operations we carry out,
added Turaiji.

Kuwait cooperates with most Arab countries, as
we have cooperation agreements in the various
fields of training including the medical field, Turaiji
said on Kuwait’s cooperation. The Medical Services
Authority in the Kuwaiti army has bilateral and col-
lective cooperation with several countries, noted
Turaiji. He explained that cooperation with all Arab
countries is ongoing, noting that yesterday’s activi-
ties were not related to the mechanism of coopera-
tion with Arab countries, but are considered a new
addition in the modernization of brochures related to
the medical system. — KUNA

NCCAL organizes
21st Kuwait Theater
Festival Wednesday
KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Culture,
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdul
Rahman Al-Mutairi will patronize the 21st version
of Kuwait Theater Festival, due to be held on
December 1-10, the National Council for Culture,
Arts and Literature (NCCAL) said. Assistant

Secretary General of Art
sector at NCCAL, and
Head of the Higher
Committee of the Festival
Dr Bader Al-Duwaish said
in a speech delivered dur-
ing a press conference held
at Abdul Razzaq Al-Basir
Hall in the Council’s head-
quarters that NCCAL is
facing big challenges due
to the coronavirus pandem-
ic that led to the postponement of most of the
activities organized by the council. The regula-

tions governing the work of this festival stipulate
that the number of performances does not exceed
eight and should not be less than six, Duwaish
explained. He stressed the keenness of the organ-
izing committee headed by the director of the fes-
tival Faleh Al-Mutairi to implement the regulation.
The new session of the festival will witness the
opening ceremony, presentation of right shows, as
well as honoring 6 personalities, he added. It will
also include an intellectual symposium and three
theatrical workshops, will be held on Dasma and
Kaifan theaters. In a similar speech, Mutairi
stressed the importance of the event on the Arabic
artistic and cultural. — KUNA

Dr Bader Al-Duwaish

Major General Fahad Al-Turaiji


