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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A photo taken from Kuwait’s beach showing a cargo ship in the Arabian Gulf waters. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Japan Embassy holds ‘Operation
Turtle’ beach cleanup drive Event sheds

light on women’s
health needs
KUWAIT: Chairwoman of the Arab Union for
Specialized Women - Kuwait branch Dr Kalthoum
Hussein Awadh participated in the ‘Here for Her
Health’ event that was held at Salwa Al-Sabah Hall
in the presence of Dr Dunya Bastaki, the chairper-
son of the health sector in the union and Athar Al-
Shaiba, head of communications in the union. The
event aims at discovering unique experiences of
women in the region and concentrating on under-
standing women’s health needs that are not met. It
also sheds light on economic empowerment as a
pre-condition for women’s health.

Dr Kalthoum said, “we were keen to attend the
event to reflect the role of Kuwaiti women,
strengthen their role in the society, and know their
rights and duties in the field of family health. We
also wanted to educate all society groups about the
importance of girls’ education and prepare strate-
gic plans to prevent work accidents and vocational
illnesses of women.”

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Under the auspices of  Japan’s
embassy in Kuwait, the Japanese Society in
Kuwait (JSK) organized the ‘Operation Turtle’
beach cleanup drive on Saturday at Shuwaikh
Beach. Several Japanese citizens and locals par-
ticipated in the event, including Sheikh Abdullah
Ahmad Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, Director-General
of Environment Public Authority. In his speech
before the cleanup started, Japanese Ambassador
to Kuwait Masato Takaoka thanked everyone
who attended the ‘Operation Turtle’, the annual
beach cleanup to support Kuwait’s environment.
“I thank the authorities and organizations sup-
porting the event, which are the Environment
Public Authority, Kuwait Environment Protection
Society, Kuwait Oil Company, Dasman Bilingual
School, and Kuwait Boy Scouts Association. I
salute to all the volunteers, friends of Japan and
the members of the Japanese community,” he

said. The ‘Operation Turtle’ was first launched by
the Japanese community in 2000 with the inten-
tion of Japanese residents in Kuwait to contribute
to the Kuwaiti society through environmental
protection efforts.

According to the envoy, the campaign was
named ‘Operation Turtle’ because the purpose is
to make Kuwait’s beaches clean and safe for tur-
tles. “I am grateful that over the past twenty years,

many organizations and people in Kuwait have
joined hands with the Japanese community to
work together in this beach cleaning campaign. I
am particularly delighted that we are here today,
because we had to cancel the ‘Operation Turtle’
last year under the coronavirus pandemic. The sit-
uation has improved so much now that we can
gather here and enjoy outside activities,” he said.

He also mentioned that this year, Japan and
Kuwait marks the 60th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations between them. “As
we celebrate this important milestone, there is no
better event other than the ‘Operation Turtle’ for
many of us in Kuwait to demonstrate our goodwill
and friendship,” he added. The ambassador said
he was also looking forward to seeing the Kuwait
Towers illuminate with Japanese and Kuwaiti
national flags to commemorate the 60th anniver-
sary. “We are working in that, and it will be won-
derful if we could count down the lighting up in
the evening,” he concluded.

Annual environmental campaign back after last year’s event canceled

KUWAIT: People take part in the Operation Turtle beach cleanup drive.

Making beaches
safe for 
turtles

stc launches
prostate cancer
awareness 
campaign 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications
Company - stc, a world-class digital
leader providing innovative services
and platforms to customers, enabling
the digital transformation in Kuwait,
announced the launch of its prostate
cancer “Movember” awareness cam-
paign under the because_we_care
umbrella that is comprised of several
awareness and fitness initiatives that
aim to promote a healthy and balanced
lifestyle. 

Considering that November is recog-
nized worldwide as the international

prostate awareness month, stc launched
its campaign this year in collaboration
with Dr Omar Al-Hunaidi. The collabora-
tion includes multiple videos published
on stc’s social media channels covering
valuable information and tips on ways to
possibly prevent prostate cancer.

stc also published several videos
highlighting exercises and fitness activi-
ties that men can practice and adopt to
their daily routines to promote a healthi-
er lifestyle, whether they are at work or
out of office. The videos were produced
in collaboration with the fitness coach
and nutritionist expert Ali Hussain.

stc indicated in a statement that the
initiative falls within the Company’s cor-
porate social responsibility framework
with the aim of raising awareness on the
disease amongst the members of the
local community. The Company stressed,
through the campaign, the importance of
performing regular check ups to detect
prostate cancer at an early stage. Early

detection examinations today are much
simpler and straightforward than they
were in the past and can be performed
through a simple blood test. 

stc will continue the activities under
the campaign until the end of November
with the objective of providing valuable
tips on prostate cancer through the
Company’s social media channels. The
campaign also builds on the Company’s
continuous efforts to spread awareness

and provide valuable information to the
public on various health topics that
impact the community.

stc expressed that it consistently
organizes initiatives that spread aware-
ness on various forms of cancer through
campaigns on its social media channels.
This stems from stc’s well-established
policy to promote health and well-being
through humanitarian actions directed
towards society. During the month of
November, stc stressed the importance
of early detection screening tests, while
encouraging members of the community
to perform these tests on a regular basis
to detect the specific form of cancer at
an early stage. 

In addition to its objective of raising
awareness, stc strives to organize and
participate in events that enhance its role
in supporting the healthcare field, as well
as other fields such as education and the
environment through various impactful
contributions. stc added that it will spare

no effort in continuing its various health
and awareness campaigns by collaborat-
ing with institutions that help spread
awareness on important causes that ben-
efit the Kuwaiti society.

Dr Omar Al-Hunaidi

KUWAIT: (From left) Dr Dunya Bastaki, Dr
Kalthoum Hussein and Athar Al-Shaiba.

Coach Ali Hussain

Gulf forum praises
Kuwait’s response
to COVID-19
DOHA: Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies Forum
(GAPSF) extolled Kuwait’s huge efforts made to
implement clear policies so as to benefit from sever-
al modern strategies in terms of dealing with the
novel coronavirus. Kuwait has taken several effec-
tive executive measures to alleviate consequences
of the pandemic through cooperation and coordina-
tion amongst governmental efforts and societal ini-
tiatives, the forum said during a session themed
“Kuwait’s response to COVID-19 and its repercus-
sions”. Speaking in the session, Dr Fahad Al-Fadala,
advisor at Arab Planning Institute, said that Kuwait
has implemented a flexible public policy to contain
the pandemic and taken many effective executive
measures to mitigate the effects of the pandemic.
This came through cooperation, coordination and
harmony between government efforts and societal
initiatives, he added. The forum included another
session titled “the impact of outbreak of COVID-19
and the collapse of oil prices”. Speaking in this ses-
sion, Dr Nayef Al-Shammari, Professor of
Economics at Kuwait University, presented a paper
on negative effects of the pandemic on the
economies of the GCC countries in light of the blow
they faced due to the outbreak of the pandemic. In
addition, the forum discusses GCC countries’
response to the COVID-19 and the impacts of the
Gulf reconciliation on GCC countries’ regional and
international ties as well as other topics. — KUNA


