
LOS ANGELES: Devin Booker scored 30 points
and the Phoenix Suns led wire-to-wire to easily
beat the Brooklyn Nets 113-107 and extend their
NBA winning streak to 16 games on Saturday. The
Suns now have the second-longest winning streak
in franchise history as they survived a late come-
back by Brooklyn. They are trying to equal the
2006-07 team, which holds the record of 17
straight wins.

Booker did most of his damage in the first and
third quarters, shooting nine of 18 from the floor
overall and nailing four three-pointers in 32 minutes
of playing time. Chris Paul
finished with 22 points,
eight assists and five
rebounds and recorded
his 5,000th career
rebound in the second
quarter in front of the
crowd of 18,070 at
Barclays Center.
“Obviously, everybody
knows the ultimate goal is
to win a championship,”
Paul said. “But if you don’t
enjoy the small victories throughout the regular
season, then what the hell are you doing?”

Phoenix, who are 17-3 on the season, will try to set
the franchise win streak record when they face the
red-hot Golden State Warriors tomorrow. “I’m look-
ing forward to it, man,” Booker said. “Obviously not a
make it or break-it game, not a playoff game, but we
know it’s going to be high-energy, two best records in
the NBA. It’s going to a high-intensity, fun game.”

Mikal Bridges added 13 while Deandre Ayton

and JaVale McGee contributed 10 apiece in the win.
Kevin Durant scored a game-high 39 points for the
Nets, who had their four-game winning streak
snapped. James Harden shot just four of 15 from the
floor but still managed to finish with a triple-double
of 12 points, 14 assists and 13 rebounds.

Elsewhere, Taurean Prince made a clutch layup
with four seconds remaining in double overtime to
lift the Minnesota Timberwolves to a 121-120 victo-
ry over the Philadelphia 76ers. D’Angelo Russell led
the Timberwolves with 35 points as they had to
overcome a 42-point and 14-rebound performance

by Joel Embiid, who
returned after missing
three weeks because of
COVID-19.

Karl-Anthony Towns
tallied 28 points and 10
rebounds before fouling
out and Anthony Edwards
scored 19 and Naz Reid
chipped in 13 in the win.
The 27-year-old Embiid
had a chance to win it but
had his shot blocked as

time expired in the second overtime.
Minnesota won their sixth-straight game as they

were aggressive at both ends of the court. They
reached the .500 mark this week for the first time
since the opening stretch of the season. They began
the season by winning three of their first four games
before a six-game losing streak. The winning streak
includes five victories by a double-digit margin.

Tobias Harris added 17 points, Tyrese Maxey had
15 and Seth Curry 14 for the Sixers. Centre Embiid

was back in the lineup after missing nine games. He
tested positive for COVID-19 on November 8.
Embiid was averaging 21.4 points and 9.6 rebounds
in nine games before his positive test.

The Sixers struggled in his absence by losing
seven of the nine games. Embiid was runner-up for

MVP honours last season when he averaged 28.5
points and 10.6 rebounds in 51 games. Denver
Nuggets star Nikola Jokic won the award. Also,
Alec Burks scored a team-high 23 points as the
New York Knicks used a third-quarter run to beat
the Atlanta Hawks 99-90. — AFP
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Devin Booker shines as Suns
extend win streak to 16

BROOKLYN: Devin Booker #1 of the Phoenix Suns handles the ball during the game against the Brooklyn
Nets on Saturday at Barclays Center in Brooklyn, New York. — AFP

Streak in jeopardy as Phoenix face red-hot Warriors next

India strike early
after setting NZ
284 in first Test
KANPUR: India set New Zealand 284
runs to win after a lower order fightback
from the Kiwi demolition of the hosts’ top
batters on the fourth day of the first Test
yesterday. Ravichandran Ashwin then took
the first Black Caps wicket in the day’s
penultimate over when Will Young fell leg-
before for 2 in unfortunate circumstances.

Young, who scored 89 in the first
innings at Kanpur, failed to review an
umpire’s call before the clock ran out —
and the Ashwin delivery was missing his
stumps. The final day will resume with Tom
Latham on 2, and spinner William
Somerville yet to score.

Shreyas Iyer — the first Indian to score
a century and a fifty on their debut — bol-
stered his side’s second innings with 65
after key partnerships with Ashwin and
Wriddhiman Saha, who was unbeaten on
61 runs when the hosts declared at 234-7
after tea. India had started in a command-
ing position with a 63-run lead at 14-1,
after Axar Patel’s five-for wrapped up the
Black Caps innings at 296 on Saturday. But
New Zealand’s Kyle Jamieson and Tim
Southee turned the tables with crucial
wickets to leave India reeling at 51-5.

Iyer, who scored his maiden Test centu-
ry in the first innings, helped pull India out
of trouble after a 52-run partnership with
Ashwin, who left the pitch after chopping a
rising Jamieson delivery. Jamieson had
triggered the Indian top order collapse
with Cheteshwar Pujara’s wicket for 22 in
the 12th over of the innings.

India then lost stand-in captain Ajinkya
Rahane at 41 after he fell leg-before to
left-arm spinner Ajaz Patel. Southee
returned for an inspired bowling spell and
took two wickets in his maiden over.

The veteran pacer first removed opener
Mayank Agarwal for 17 after he edged to
Tom Latham at second slip. One ball later,
Southee took all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
leg-before for a duck to leave India 51-5.

‘Session by session’
A stubborn lower order performance on

an uneven surface saved the hosts further
embarrassment as they reached 167-7 at
tea. “The idea was to play session by ses-
sion,” Iyer said. Coach Rahul Dravid “said
that I need to stay out in the middle for as
much as possible and build on the score,”
he added. Iyer built a 64-run partnership
with Saha before falling to Southee, who
took three wickets in his 22 overs for 75
runs. Saha then played a gritty innings with
Axar Patel, unbeaten on 28, to stitch an
unfinished 67-run partnership before the
Indian declaration.

Iyer said the hosts had the “spin power”
to keep the visitors under pressure for the
final day. Jamieson, who took three wickets
in the second innings, also became the
fastest Kiwi to 50 wickets in his ninth Test,
beating Shane Bond’s record by three
matches. Patel took another wicket but the
other two New Zealand spinners — Rachin
Ravindra and William Somerville — went
wicketless. — AFP

PARIS: Frank Williams was a colossus
of Formula One but lurking beneath all
the success the British racing legend’s
life was touched by tragedy. Williams,
who died yesterday aged 79, was left a
tetraplegic and confined to a wheelchair
after a road accident in France in 1986.

The courage, energy and determina-
tion with which he dealt with this cruel
roll of fate’s dice drew admiration from
his family, friends, colleagues and the
wider public. With technical guru
Patrick Head he created, from scratch,
one of the greatest Formula One teams
of all time.

Williams captured seven drivers’
titles, the last claimed by Canadian
Jacques Villeneuve in 1997, while the
team’s nine constructors’ crowns places
Williams second only to mighty Ferrari.
His noted dry wit and charm, indefati-
gable spirit and resilience served him
well on his journey from being a trainee
sales rep for Campbell’s soup earning
£10 a week, to the pinnacle of the high-
octane world of F1.

Francis Owen Garbett Williams was
born in South Shields in northeast
England on April 16, 1942. In his early
days in motor racing, he had to conduct
business from his local red telephone
box when cash wasn’t flowing. He
established Frank Williams Racing Cars
in 1966, competing in F3 and F2, and F1
with a borrowed chassis from 1969.

The death of his first driver Piers
Courage, driving for Williams at the
Dutch GP at Zandvoort in 1970, was

said to have marked him for life. The
first all-Williams built F1 car had an
inauspicious start, when with Henri
Pescarolo at the wheel, it was
destroyed in a crash in 1972. With
funding an ever-present problem and
having lost control of his company he
left, with Head, to set up the team that
is still racing today, in 1977.

Clay Regazzoni drove a Cosworth-
powered Williams to its first F1 success,
fittingly at the British Grand Prix, in
1979. Australian Alan Jones won the
team’s first drivers’ title the following
season. Williams also collected the con-
structors’ championship that year.

‘Life has to go on’
Keke Rosberg took the 1982 title,

with five more captured in a golden
period between 1987 and 1997, all
after Williams’ ill-fated 1986 dash to
catch a flight in France that led to the
car crash. “I was late for a plane I
didn’t need to be late for, I got the
French time mixed up with the English
time,” he was to recall.

Williams lost control of the rental car,
causing it to leave the highway and drop
2.4 meters into a field. Williams suffered
a spinal fracture between the fourth and
fifth vertebra after being pressed
between his seat and the crushed roof.
Williams was consigned to spend the
rest of his life in a wheelchair. “But life
has to go on,” he said. “I was able to
continue in the business I was already
in, but generally speaking it’s been a

handicap in the true sense of the word.”
At the height of their powers, Ayrton

Senna, who had won three titles with
McLaren, came on board for the 1994
season, only to perish in a horrific high-
speed crash at Imola. Williams had a
deep connection with the Brazilian great
and was never able fully to come to
terms with his death.

“Frank had a love affair with Ayrton,”
his daughter Claire, who would later
head the team, told The Sun newspaper
in 2019. “He got into his heart, got into
his mind, and he always wanted to put
him in his race car. Dad’s wish then
came true, but it ended in the worst
possible way.”

Not for the first time personal
anguish failed to diminish Williams’ sin-
gle-mindedness to succeed, with
Damon Hill and Jacques Villeneuve cap-
turing the 1996 and 1997 world champi-

onships. He was knighted in 1999 and
became Sir Frank.

“It’s been a great journey, one I’d love
to do again if I was younger. I wouldn’t
try and do anything different except try
and avoid the accidents,” Williams told
the BBC in 2010. His death comes after
his family ended 43 years of involvement
in the team in September 2020, follow-
ing its sale to Dorilton Capital.

Former Formula One supremo Bernie
Ecclestone told AFP shortly before the
sale that the team had lost its raison d’e-
tre when Williams stepped down from
the board in 2012. Both of them were
among the co-founders of the Formula
One Constructors’ Association in 1974.
“Dear old Frank had to work so hard to
make sure the team competed and that
happened,” he said. “Frank was hands-
on in the way he managed the team. He
could get things done.” —AFP

Russell leads
T’Wolves past

struggling Sixers

SEPANG: In this file photo taken on March 16, 2001 Formula One BMW Williams
team owner Frank Williams (center) poses with his team’s two drivers Ralf
Schumacher (left) and Juan Pablo Montoya (right) and his team, prior to the free
practice session at the Malaysian Grand Prix, in Sepang. —AFP

Frank Williams, F1 pioneer
who fought adversity to 
build dominant team

Taijul, Ali shine in
even Bangladesh,
Pakistan contest
CHITTAGONG: Bangladesh’s Taijul  Is lam
claimed his  n inth f ive-wicket  haul  whi le
Pakistan’s Abid Ali hit a century as the first Test
remained delicately poised in Chittagong yes-
terday. The hosts bowled out Pakistan for 286
at the stroke of tea on the third day to take a
44-run lead into the second innings thanks to
the mesmerizing bowling of Taijul, who finished
with 7-116.

But Pakistan struck back in spectacular fash-
ion with Shaheen Afridi dismissing Shadman
Islam (one), Najmul Hossain (zero) and Saif
Hasan (18) to finish the day 3-6 and reduce
Bangladesh to 39-4 at stumps. Hasan Ali also
scalped the wicket captain Mominul Haque for a
duck to rob the hosts of their advantage.
Mushfiqur Rahim remained unbeaten on 12
alongside debutant Yasir Ali, 8 not out.

Ali earlier made 133 off 282 balls, holding one
end for Pakistan for a long stretch after Taijul’s
early strike of two wickets in two balls in the
day’s first over. “Some patches are forming in the
wicket for both off-spinners and left-arm spin-
ners,” Ali said.

“But we will definitely try to achieve whatever
target is set for us,” he added. Faheem Ashraf
added 38 late in the innings to keep Pakistan in
contention before he was last man dismissed.

Pakistan, who resumed on 145-0 and looked
poised for a big total, suffered an early setback
when Taijul trapped debutant Abdullah Shafique
leg-before on his fifth ball.

Shafique left without adding to his overnight
52, and Taijul took Azhar Ali for a duck in the
very next ball when the delivery hit him on the
foot. Azhar was initially given not out but the
decision was reversed on review.

Babar Azam saw off the hat-trick ball in
Taijul’s next over but did not survive long.
Mehidy uprooted his off-stump with a straight
delivery after the Pakistan skipper made only 10
runs. Taijul grabbed his third wicket when he
beat Fawad Alam with spin to remove the bats-
man for eight.

Extra responsibility
Taijul said he had to play with extra responsi-

bility in the absence of injured Shakib Al Hasan.
“Since he isn’t playing, I had to assume his role,”
he said after stumps. “I have to manage the wick-
et-taker’s role as well as maintaining economy.”

Bangladesh sought a review after the umpire
turned down a confident caught-behind appeal.
The replay indicated the ball took a feather
touch on Alam’s glove, ending his brief stay at the
crease. Ali, who struck 12 fours and two sixes,
was also lucky to survive after he was dropped at
slip by Najmul Hossain off Taijul at 113.

He was dropped again by Yasir Ali at for-
ward short  leg on 133 but  i t  d id not  cost
Bangladesh much, with Taijul taking him leg
before two balls later. Pakistan had by then lost
Mohammad Rizwan to Ebadot Hossain, who
bowled 2-47. — AFP

Saudi Arabian
dunes to host 
Dakar Rally 2022
PARIS: The Dakar rally will be raced across the
daunting deserts of Saudi Arabia again in 2022 with
organizers on Sunday revealing the full route that
exploits the depths of the Rub’ al Khali (Empty
Quarter).

The January 1-14 endurance test will be a third
Dakar rally in Saudi Arabia. It will also be the 44th
edition of the rally itself, with 1,065 participants
aboard 578 vehicles racing across 8,375km of
treacherous routes in the various categories. The
landscape and backdrop of the course is similar to
the last edition, and it begins and ends after 12
stages in the port city of Jeddah.

From canyons and cliffs in the Neom region to
stretches of dunes surrounding Riyadh, the race also
takes in the Red Sea coastline and the mysterious
Empty Quarter. Hybrid vehicles make their debut
with top contenders Stephane Peterhansel, a 14-time
winner, and Carlos Sainz winner in 2010, 2018 and
2020 behind the wheel in the new category. 

In the motorbike race previous champions Toby
Price, Sam Sunderland, Matthias Walkner, Ricky
Brabec and Kevin Benavides will all also be at the
start line. Motorbike and quad racers will be kitted
out with airbag vests, which can minimize the conse-
quences of high-speed impact. — AFP


