
LONDON: Chelsea midfielder Jorginho rescued a 1-
1 draw against Manchester United as the Italian’s 
penalty atoned for the blunder that allowed Jadon 
Sancho to put the visitors in front yesterday. Thomas 
Tuchel’s side dominated for long periods at Stamford 
Bridge but fell behind when Jorginho’s poor control 
presented Sancho with the chance to score early in 
the second half. 

Jorginho made amends for that mistake as he 
stroked home a penalty after Aaron Wan-Bissaka 
fouled Thiago Silva. It was the least Chelsea 
deserved after they laid siege to United’s goal and 
saw David de Gea make a series of fine saves. 

Chelsea, unbeaten in their last 11 games in all com-
petitions, remain top of the Premier League but are 
now just one point ahead of second-placed 
Manchester City, who defeated West Ham earlier on 
Sunday. United, in eighth place, are 12 points adrift of 
the leaders but this gritty display was something to 
build on after a traumatic period. 

Michael Carrick was in charge of United for a sec-
ond successive game after Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s 
sacking, with the appointment of Ralf Rangnick as 
interim manager until the end of this season expected 

to be confirmed shortly. 
United are in discussions with Rangnick, who is 

working as director of sports and development at 
Lokomotiv Moscow. But in the meantime Carrick 
had overseen a vital win at Villarreal in the 
Champions League on 
Tuesday and he used the 
same defensive blueprint to 
frustrate Chelsea. 

Given Rangnick’s pref-
erence for a intense press-
ing game-plan that may not 
suit Cristiano Ronaldo, it 
was intriguing to see the 
sometimes diffident 
Portugal striker left on the 
bench by Carrick until the 
63rd minute. 

With Bruno Fernandes as the false nine and 
Marcus Rashford and Sancho on the flanks, United 
set up for a point and got exactly that. Hakim Ziyech 
found space in the United area early on but his low 
shot was saved by De Gea, setting the tone for the 
rest of the afternoon. 

Frenetic finale 
Moments later, Marcos Alonso’s header from 

Silva’s long pass caught Victor Lindelof and Wan-
Bissaka out of position. Callum Hudson-Odoi 
seemed certain to score when he pounced on the 

loose ball, only for De Gea 
to repel the forward’s 
close-range effort with a 
superb save. Manchester 
United technical director 
Darren Fletcher was on the 
bench wearing an ear-
piece, sparking suggestions 
he was in contact with 
Rangnick. 

Rangnick is regarded as 
the godfather of ‘gegen-

pressing’, the tactics copied so successfully by 
Tuchel and Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp, and United 
had spells when they closed down Chelsea with 
more authority than they showed in the final weeks 
of Solskjaer’s reign. But if Rangnick was offering 
advice to the United bench ahead of his impending 
appointment, he might have been concerned at how 

deep they were sitting. 
Antonio Rudiger was left in acres of space when 

his 25-yard drive was tipped onto the crossbar by 
De Gea. United had ventured into the Chelsea area 
only twice in the first half, but they broke out to 
snatch the lead five minutes after the interval with 
their first shot on target. 

Fernandes’ hoofed clearance should have been 
easy for Jorginho, but Chelsea’s captain made a hash 
of dealing with the high ball and Sancho was reward-
ed for pressing hard as he stole possession, sprinted 
clear on goal and slotted past Edouard Mendy. 

After going 14 games without a goal following his 
close-season move from Borussia Dortmund, Sancho 
has two in his last two matches. Chelsea’s response 
was emphatic and their pressure was finally reward-
ed in the 69th minute after Wan-Bissaka’s flailing 
challenge on Silva conceded a needless penalty. 

Jorginho had missed a high-profile penalty for 
Italy against Switzerland recently, but the midfielder 
coolly sent De Gea the wrong way from the spot. In 
a frenetic finale, Rudiger could have won it in the 
final seconds when he volleyed over from Christian 
Pulisic’s cross.  — AFP 
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LONDON: Chelsea’s Brazilian defender Thiago Silva (bottom) lies injured after being fouled by Manchester United’s English defender Aaron Wan-Bissaka resulting in a penalty during the English Premier League 
football match between Chelsea and Manchester United at Stamford Bridge in London yesterday. — AFP 

Chelsea on 
top; City one 
point behind

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain overturned an 
early deficit to beat 10-man Saint-Etienne 3-
1 away in Ligue 1 yesterday, with Lionel 
Messi setting up all three goals. The match 
also featured the long-awaited PSG debut of 
Spanish defender Sergio Ramos, while 
Neymar left the pitch sobbing in agony, 
stretchered off with an ankle injury. 

Still in November, the result leaves PSG 
on 40 points, 12 clear of second-placed 
Rennes, who beat Lorient 2-0 for their 
sixth win in seven matches. “I’m happy 
with the performance of the whole team 
and the effort from all the players, espe-
cially Lionel Messi who helped us win the 
match,” said PSG coach Mauricio 
Pochettino. Saint-Etienne took a surprise 
lead when Denis Bouanga beat the offside 
trap to fire a shot past Gianluigi 
Donnarumma on 23 minutes, a flag went up 
but a VAR review awarded the goal. 

The hosts, languishing in the bottom two 
but on the back of two straight league wins, 
held their own against PSG, who appeared 
more affected by the freezing cold and gust-
ing snow. All that changed with a red card. 
There was no VAR to save the hosts on the 
stroke of half-time when back-tracking 
defender Timothee Kolodziejczak was sent 
off for a flailing challenge on Kylian Mbappe. 

PSG then levelled when Marquinhos 
scored with a towering header as Messi 
floated in the subsequent free-kick, sending 
in the sides level, but with the hosts hanging 
their heads. “At best that was too harsh,” said 
Saint-Etienne coach Claude Puel. “It 
changed the match, we were leading and 

doing well.” The second half was one-way 
traffic with further goals coming from Angel 
Di Maria on 79 and center-back Marquinhos 
with his second in time added on — Messi 
again providing inch-perfect passes. But 
there was bad news for PSG late on as 
Neymar fell in full flight after treading on a 
defender’s leg and twisting his ankle in a way 
that made his teammates wince. “That’s life,” 
Neymar said on Instagram. “I’ll be back bet-
ter and stronger.” 

The result sees Saint-Etienne slip to the 
foot of the table, behind Metz on goal dif-

ference. Rennes replaced Nice in second 
as Gaetan Laborde and Jeremy Doku, mak-
ing his first start since August after injury, 
struck late away to Lorient. Brest extended 
their winning run to four games courtesy of 
two goals from Jeremy Le Douaron in a 2-1 
victory at Bordeaux. Monaco drew for the 
third match running as Ludovic Ajorque’s 
penalty cancelled out Wissam Ben Yedder’s 
spot-kick in a 1-1 stalemate with 
Strasbourg. Clermont slid to a fifth succes-
sive loss as Ghislain Konan’s stoppage-time 
goal gave Reims a 1-0 win. —  AFP 

Messi sets up PSG comeback 
win marred by Neymar injury

SAINT-ETIENNE: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar is evacuated on a 
stretcher after an injury during the French L1 football match between against Saint-
Etienne at the Geoffroy-Guichard stadium in Saint-Etienne yesterday. — AFP

MILAN: AC Milan missed the chance to 
move top of Serie A yesterday after 
crashing to a shock 3-1 home loss to 
Sassuolo. Sassuolo emerged worthy 
winners at the San Siro after recovering 
from Alessio Romagnoli’s 21st-minute 
header through a superb Gianluca 
Scamacca strike, Simon Kjaer’s own goal 
and a solo effort from Domenico Berardi. 

“We carried on playing even 
though we went down a goal. We 
found faith in ourselves and that’s a 
positive thing,” said Sassuolo coach 
Alessio Dionisi to DAZN. “We came 
back against Milan at the San Siro and 
we held on to the result... Today there 
were a lot of positives.” 

Milan, who finished with 10 men 
after Romagnoli completed a miserable 
afternoon by being shown a straight 
red card for taking out Gregoire 
Defrel, were level on 32 points with 
league leaders Napoli before the latter 
hosted Lazio late last night.  

Their first home league defeat of 
the season after last weekend’s 4-3 
loss at Fiorentina mean that city rivals 
Inter Milan are now only a point 
behind in third, with Atalanta a further 
three back after beating Juventus in 
Turin on Saturday. 

“We were lacking lucidity because 
we made mistakes in far too many sit-
uations,” said Milan coach Stefano 
Pioli. “We needed to manage our lead 
better... we made a mistake for which 
we paid handsomely, and it’s clear if 

you concede seven goals in two games 
something’s not working.” 

Pioli, who on Friday signed an 
extension to his Milan contract until 
June 2023 with an option for another 
year, made a raft of changes to the 
side that earned a superb 1-0 
Champions League win at Atletico 
Madrid on Wednesday. 

 
Milan’s San Siro slip 

Injuries to Olivier Giroud and Ante 
Rebic led to Zlatan Ibrahimovic play-
ing up front with a strong support line 
of Rafael Leao, Brahim Diaz and Alexis 
Saelemaekers, with Tiemoue Bakayoko 
making his first start of the season in 
midfield alongside Ismael Bennacer. 

And Bakayoko was at fault for 
Sassuolo’s leveller which came just 
three minutes after Milan had taken 
the lead, lazily giving the ball away to 
Giacomo Raspadori who then fed 
Scamacca the chance to smash a long-
distance effort in off the bar. 

Scamacca was also at the heart of 
the goal which put Sassuolo in front in 
the 33rd minute, belting a close-range 
effort which returning Milan goal-
keeper Mike Maignan could only push 
off Kjaer and into his own net. And 
Berardi put the icing on the cake 20 
minutes into the second half by mak-
ing a fool of Romagnoli, putting the 
Italy defender on his face with some 
nifty dribbling, before calmly finishing 
the third goal. — AFP 

Sassuolo gatecrash San Siro 
to deny Milan top spot

Chelsea rescue Man Utd draw
Jorginho levels score after penalty blunder


