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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s health ministry announced yes-
terday reporting 30 new COVID-19 cases in the 
previous 24 hours, taking the total up to 413,327, in 
addition to zero deaths and zero cases in intensive 
care units. Meanwhile, Kuwait reported a recovery 
rate of 99.34 percent as 15 recoveries were regis-
tered during the same period. The total cases receiv-
ing treatment in hospitals stood at five, while total 
active cases were 252, the health ministry said in its 
daily bulletin. The tests to infections ratio stood at 
0.14 percent as 21,682 swabs were taken during the 
same period, it noted. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia reported one addition-
al COVID-19 death along with 25 new cases in the 
last 24 hours. Saudi Ministry of Health said, in a 
daily report, that the death toll increased to 8,834 
fatalities and the overall infections went up to 
549,720 cases. Recovery cases amounted to 
538,885 after recording that 29 people were pro-
nounced as cured of the virus infection.  

In the meantime, Qatar reported yesterday 158 
new coronavirus (COVID-19) infections and 139 
recoveries in the past 24 hours. The Ministry of 
Health stated that the total number of cases 

reached 243,290 with 240,666 recoveries. 
 

Very assuring 
Health Minister Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah had 

assured the Cabinet during an extraordinary meet-
ing on Sunday that the health situations in Kuwait 
were very assuring and that there are no COVID-

19 patients in the intensive care units. The Cabinet 
called on the public to take the third booster dose 
to boost immunity against the deadly COVID-19 
virus and its latest Omicron variant. It also urged 

people to continue to implement health conditions 
especially wearing face masks. 

A new COVID-19 variant named Omicron has 
caused world-wide concern with many countries 
suspending commercial flights with South Africa, 
where the variant was detected, and several other 
African nations. At an earlier meeting late Saturday, 
the Cabinet imposed a ban on commercial flights 
from nine African nations over Omicron but allowed 
cargo. The indefinite ban became effective on 
Sunday. The countries are South Africa, where the 
new variant originated, in addition to Namibia, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lesotho, 
Eswatini, Zambia and Malawi. The Cabinet also 
decided to ban entry of foreigners from those 
African countries unless they have spent at least 14 
days in a third country. 

Kuwaiti citizens arriving from those nations must 
undergo institutional quarantine for seven days 
with a PCR test done on the day of arrival and a 
second on the sixth day. The council of ministers 
also called on citizens to avoid travel out of Kuwait 
now, unless it is extremely necessary, especially to 
countries that have reported cases of Omicron. 
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Baby hurt 
in Dhahar 
house fire 

 
KUWAIT: An infant was hurt in 
a fire reported in Al-Dhahar yes-
terday, Kuwait Fire Force said in 
a press statement. Firemen 
headed to the scene in response 
to an emergency call and imme-
diately evacuated the house 
before battling the flames. 
Emergency medical technicians 
took the baby to the hospital to 
be treated for burn injuries sus-
tained in the incident, KFF said, 
adding that an investigation was 
opened to reveal the cause of 
the fire.

SACGC praises 
win in science 
competition 

 
KUWAIT: The acting chairman of Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Center for Giftedness and Creativity (SACGC) Dr 
Saleh Al-Aqaili expressed his pride in Kuwaiti students 
winning two prizes out of six in the Future Science 
Challenge competition, which was held in the UAE with 
the participation of 251 GCC students. He said in a 
statement yesterday that the results were announced in 
a live virtual ceremony through Zoom. Fahad Humoud 
Abdallah and Sayyad Abdelwahab Behbehani won the 
best innovator prize for their “Smart Lock” project, 
while Duaij Khalf Al-Fahad won the officiating commit-
tee prize for his project of controlling and tracing car 
smoke electronically. The competition, considered the 
first virtual, was organized by Hamdan Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Center for Giftedness and Innovation; run by 

Hamdan bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Foundation for 
Distinguished Academic 
Performance for GCC gift-
ed students. He pointed 
out that the Future 
Science Challenge com-
petition aimed to enhance 
the learning of the princi-
ples of artificial intelli-
gence and the Internet of 
Things by focusing on 
interdisciplinary learning 
methods for talented and 
outstanding students in the field of science and tech-
nology. 

Aqaili said that 16 teams from SACGC represent-
ed Kuwait and were officially accepted by the organ-
izing committee of the competition. He added that 
the participation comes in an effort to motivate stu-
dents to be creative and innovative, develop their 
diverse skills, and build their creativity and competi-
tiveness at the global level.

Dr Saleh Al-Aqaili

MANAMA: Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Abdullatif 
Al-Zayani yesterday discussed means of boosting 
efforts to back the joint Gulf action with Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) Secretary General 
Nayef Al-Hajraf.  

Zayani held a meeting with Hajraf to focus on 
methods of bolstering cooperation amongst mem-
ber states for further cohesion and solidarity, 

Bahrain Foreign Ministry said in a press statement. 
The two sides also concentrated on backing the 
Gulf path to translate GCC leaders’ visions and 
meet aspirations of the region’s peoples, it added. 
The statement pointed to the Secretariat’s efforts 
aiming to push ahead the path of economic integra-
tion in favor of GCC peoples to achieve directives 
of their leaders. —KUNA

Bahrain FM, GCC 
chief discuss joint action

MANAMA: Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Abdullatif Al-Zayani meets Gulf Cooperation Council Secretary General 
Nayef Al-Hajraf. —KUNA 

KCB mourns founder 
Abdulaziz Al-Dousari 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Credit Bank (KCB) mourned yes-
terday the passing of its founder and first managing 
director Abdulaziz Al-Dousari who managed the 
bank from 1960-1969. The bank’s deputy chairman 
and managing director, Salah Al-Mudhaf, mentioned 
in a statement that Al-Dousari proposed the idea of 

establishing the credit bank during his membership 
in the council of construction, which was then 
founded with a capital of 100 million rupees i.e KD 
7.5 million (approximately $24.7 million). Mudhaf 
added that Dousari also suggested the idea of the 
marriage loan and paved the way for industrial and 
agricultural loans to further encourage productivity 
and support development. Dousari also played an 
integral role in spreading awareness in regards to 
savings, investments and contributing to architec-
tural projects, as well as his role in developing trade 
and economic sectors in the country. —KUNA

Kuwait denounces 
deadly Uganda blasts 

 
KUWAIT: The Foreign Ministry yesterday 
expressed the State of Kuwait’s condemnation of the 
two terrorist blasts that happened in the Ugandan 
capital Kampala, killing and wounding a number of 

innocent people. The ministry, in a statement, 
expressed Kuwait’s solidarity with the Republic of 
Uganda, emphasizing its principled and unwavering 
stance, renouncing violence and terrorism. It 
renewed the call upon the international community 
to double efforts and “nip this dangerous phenome-
non in the bud.” The department expressed sincere 
condolences to families of the victims and wished 
the injured speedy recovery. —KUNA


