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KUWAIT: Students attend class at schools around Kuwait yesterday. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat, Fouad Al-Shaikh and KUNA

Establishing Kuwait’s
Abdullah Al-Salem
University ‘historic step’
KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Mohammad Al-Faris said yesterday
that the establishment of the new Abdullah Al-Salem
University was a historic step and part of the state’s
development goals for 2035. The statement came
after the meeting for university’s Constituent Board
headed by chairperson Dr Moudhi Al-Hmoud. He
pointed out that the aim of Abdullah Al-Salem
University was to prepare qualified youth cadres to
contribute in building and developing society and
meet the requirements of the labor market.

The founding of the university’s board came
within the framework of the state’s support for high-
er education and the leadership’s interest in devel-
oping the country. The board will approve the
establishment of Abdullah Al-Salem University and
decide on all buildings, lands and public facilities
dedicated for the university.

On her and the committee members behalf, Dr
Hmoud thanked the leadership in laying the founda-
tion for the establishment of the University. She
praised the members of the Constituent Board,
stressing that it included a diverse group of special-
ists in several scientific and practical fields which
enhances human development and keep pace with
global challenges and changes. The Secretary-
General of the board, Dr Adel Al-Hussainan, stated
that the board’s first meeting reviewed the decrees
that were listed on the agenda including the ones
relating to Kuwait Vision 2035. —KUNA

Zain partners with
National Safe
Education Campaign
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider
in Kuwait, announced its partnership with the
National Safe Education Campaign (Safe
Education), which comes in joint collaboration with
the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Education, and Ministry of Information. The cam-
paign aims at raising public awareness of the neces-
sary health and traffic safety measures on the occa-
sion of the new academic year, which started this
year with physical attendance in classes. 

Zain’s partnership with this awareness campaign
comes in line with its Corporate Sustainability and

Social Responsibility strategy, through which the
company renews its support to the various public
entities in the nation to adopt many similar initia-
tives and programs that serve the community and
contributes to public health and safety. 

Commenting on the partnership, Chief Corporate
Communication and Relations Officer Waleed Al-
Khashti said: “Today we are pleased to announce
our partnership and support of the Safe Education
campaign in collaboration with four different min-
istries to mark the beginning of the new academic
year. This partnership is nothing short of a clear
reflection of the active collaboration between the
nation’s public and private sectors towards the
common interest of protecting the health and safety
of everyone”. 

Khashti continued: “With the new academic year
resuming physical attendance in classes after 18
long months due to the pandemic, it is very impor-
tant to communicate with students and their parents

to raise awareness of the important health measures
they have to follow to ensure their safety. Moreover,
we also believe it is crucial to spread important
instructions related to traffic safety and other gen-
eral guidelines. That’s why we were keen on utilizing
our various media channels to serve the goals of
this campaign.”

Khashti concluded: “At Zain, we are committed
to supporting the country’s various developmental
plans to achieve social, health, and security goals, as
we represent the Kuwaiti private sector. For this, we
are proud to be among the first companies to col-
laborate with the government to make this cam-
paign a success. We hope this initiative contributes
to protecting everyone involved.” 

Assistant General Director of the General
Department of Public Relations and Media Security
at the Ministry of Interior, Colonel Abdulelah Al-
Abdulsalam, commented: “Safe Education aims at
reaching out to students, parents, and everyone work-

ing at educational institutions. The campaign comes in
collaboration with our colleagues at the ministries of
Health, Education, and Information, and each entity
has a role to spread their message, including health
measures, traffic safety guidelines, and other guide-
lines with the collective aim of raising awareness and
achieving a safer education environment.”

Abdulsalam continued: “I would like to extend my
thanks to everyone who participated and contributed
to making this campaign a reality. I’d also like to
thank Zain for joining forces with us to make this ini-
tiative a success and contribute to a safer education
environment for everyone. I wish all the best of luck
to our students and hope they stay safe,”

Zain’s support to this initiative comes in line with
its keenness on supporting all efforts that serve the
nation, reflecting Kuwait’s deep-rooted values. The
company’s participation in the campaign affirms its
role in achieving social sustainability and the role of
the private sector within the local community. 

Around 30% Filipino
students in Kuwait did
not enroll in two years
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Around 30 percent of Filipino stu-
dents in Kuwait failed to enroll in the last two
academic years - 20 percent during 2020-2021
and an additional 10 percent in 2021-2022,
Principal Antonio Casupang of Philippines
International English School (PIES) in Fahaheel
revealed. “Because of the pandemic, many par-
ents decided to enroll their kids for online
classes, while some parents decided to send
their families back home to the Philippines. So,
we had an around 30 percent decl ine in
enrol lees last  year and this  year,”  said
Casupang.

Kuwait resumed on-campus classes for pri-
vate and public schools for the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year after a 19-month hiatus. The
resumption follows putting in place the neces-
sary health precautions to protect students
against the risks of the coronavirus, Assistant
Secretary of the Ministry of Education Dr
Abdulmohsen Al-Huwaila said yesterday.

Principal Dr Jesusa V Puno of the New
Kuwait  Phi l ippines International  School
(NKPIS) in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh confirmed a
similar decline in student numbers. “In our
school, an almost same number of students
failed to enroll since the onset of pandemic, but
at least most students are now back for on-

campus classes. The pandemic hurt us a lot, but
we cannot blame the parents for their decision
to enroll their children in schools back in their
home country,” Puno said. 

These two schools cater to the educational
needs of the Filipino community in Kuwait -
from kindergarten to senior high school. Out of
a total of 230,000 Filipinos in Kuwait, 165,000
are domestic helpers, who are unable to bring
their families here. Most Filipinos who can
sponsor their families are those with salaries of
KD 500 and above. Most of the students are
children of the 65,000 skilled and semi-skilled
Filipino workers, many of whom were affected
by the pandemic. 

Like other schools, the two Filipino schools
have divided their students into two groups to
attend face-to-face and online classes alter-
nately every week. “This system is still very
new to both students and teachers, but we have
equipped our teachers with the tools they
need. We are ready for this academic year.
Combining traditional and digital methods of
teaching is quite tough and challenging, but we
have to live with it since there is no turning
back,” Casupang said. 

“Besides, we have to deal with the students
differently, as we have embraced the fact that
our students are overexposed to computer
screens. We have to deal with students who are
bored at home with a lack of social skills. Of
course, education obtained online cannot be
guaranteed, although I can vouch that facilities
at PIES conform with the guidelines of both
MoE and MoH,” he said. 

The two principals confirmed some of their
students during the pandemic stopped attend-

ing school after they were sent home, or their
parents too decided to go back home for good.
“The challenges that we are facing now are dif-
ferent from the pre-pandemic era. I hope
everything will get back to normal by next
year,” Puno said. 

Recently, Minister of Education Ali Al-Mudhaf
said the ministry has made all arrangements to
ensure the high quality and smoothness of the
educational process in the new schooling year. A
statistical chart recently posted on the ministry’s
website put the overall number of schools in
Kuwait at 1,146, including 985 public schools and
161 private ones, or 85.95 and 14.05 percent
respectively of the total. 

The number of school students hit 522,220 -
males and females, including 439,365 - or 84.13
percent, in government schools, and 82,855 - or
15.87 percent, in private Arabic schools. The
school day in public and Arabic private schools
starts at 7:30 am for all stages, and ends at 12:20
pm for kindergarten, 1:00 pm for primary and
2:05 pm for intermediate and secondary stages. 

Dr Jesusa V PunoAntonio Casupang

KUWAIT: Thousands of students across Kuwait
returned yesterday to their classes as the country
decided to reopen schools after 19 months of clo-
sure due to the COVID-19 pandemic. With a
smile on his face, Ali Al-Mhana, a 10th grader,
wears his school uniform and a face mask waiting
for his friends outside the school in Hawally
Governorate. “I will meet all my friends again. I
never thought I would say that, but I missed
school,” he told Xinhua.

Mhana wasn’t the only one expecting to return
to school. Reem Amro, who will be in 12th grade,
expresses happiness of going back to school after
months of lockdowns and boredom. “At first, we
were happy when schools were suspended. It was
a vacation, but after months I started to be bored
and lost connection with many friends due to the

coronavirus pandemic where there were no visits
and meetups,” Amro said.

For the first time, Alia
Al-Edwan, a housewife,
spent hours on the traffic
jam to reach her daugh-
ter’s school. “I used to
stay at home and make
activities for my children
inside the home, but now
I have to deal with the
outside world again,” she
said. Edwan added that e-
learning was good for her
family as she used to have
full supervision of her daughter during classes.

However, for Hannah Al-Essawi, a mother of a

student, e-learning wasn’t a successful move.
“Children have suffered enormous setbacks in

their learning journey.
Most students weren’t
paying attention to the
teacher during class,
homework was cancelled,
and no sports activities to
evolve the child’s charac-
ter,” she complained.

Iman Al-Taki, a
teacher, said that tradi-
tional and direct educa-
tion is much better than
distance education since

the student is under the supervision of the teacher
and also the student can focus and ask the teacher

about the curriculum.
The Ministry of Education has developed a plan

aiming to provide a safe educational environment
by applying health requirements and implementing
a plan that includes social distancing, reducing the
number of students in classes, and not allowing the
unvaccinated to enter without a weekly negative
PCR test certificate. Parents welcomed the return
of schools, but some of them complained about the
weekly PCR test as it is an extra cost because
most of them have more than one child.

As a resumption plan, the ministry decided to
divide the school students into two groups, where
the first attend on Sundays, Tuesdays, and
Thursdays, while the other attends on Mondays
and Wednesdays, and the days are switched
between the two groups weekly. - Xinhua

Kuwait reopens schools amid strict
precautions after 19-month shutdown

‘I never thought I would say that, but I missed school’

Some parents
complain of

weekly PCR


