
NEW DELHI: Ravichandran Ashwin is
one of cricket’s leading spin bowlers and
a superstar in India, but more than once
he has been accused of flouting the spirit
of the sport. The 35-year-old all-
rounder, who is not short of confidence
or afraid to say what’s on his mind, was
again at the center of fierce debate last
week in the money-spinning Indian
Premier League (IPL).

Australian cricket legend Shane
Warne called it “disgraceful” after
Ashwin ran a controversial single for
the Delhi Capitals in a testy
encounter. The feisty Ashwin had a
sharp exchange with Kolkata Knight
Riders skipper Eoin Morgan and with
Tim Southee following a throw that
ricocheted off his partner Rishabh
Pant’s arm.

Usually, a batsman avoids a run
when the ball from a fielder hits him
and deviates away because it is seen
as against the spirit of cricket,
although there are no rules prohibiting a
run. “Why does Ashwin have to be that
guy again?” the retired Warne tweeted,
with some on social media on Ashwin’s
side and others against him.

Ashwin did not hold back in mounting
his defense and said he also had no
remorse for the ugly set-to with Morgan
and Southee. “Did I fight? No, I stood up
for myself and that’s what my teachers

and parents taught me to do and please
teach your children to stand up for them-
selves,” he told his 10.4 million followers
on Twitter.

It was not the first time that Ashwin
has courted controversy in the IPL and
ignited debate about the “spirit of crick-
et”. In 2019, he ran out Jos Buttler when
the batsman was backing up at the non-
striker’s end. The so-called Mankad form
of dismissal is legal, but often viewed as
unsportsmanlike.

Blowing dirt
Ashwin’s rise to the top started in his

hometown of Chennai and through the
years he has added variations to his
repertoire of tricks. He mastered the
“carrom” delivery, or “sudoku ball” —
“flick of the fingers” in his native lan-
guage Tamil — while playing with a ten-
nis ball. He has taken 413 Test wickets

and over 200 scalps in limited-overs
internationals, and emerged in the last
five years as cricket-mad India’s number
one spinner.

Ashwin played a key role in India’s
historic Test win in Australia early this
year and, underlining his supreme confi-
dence, said: “I think I have done enough
to say I am the best spinner.” But that
did not prevent his exclusion from
India’s Test XI in the recently concluded
tour of England — former England cap-

tain Michael Vaughan called that
“madness”.

Ashwin last played a l imited-
overs match for his country in 2017
but he looks set to play a major part
for India at the upcoming Twenty20
World Cup in the United Arab
Emirates and Oman. He is also more
than a useful batter. “I see a lot of
myself in Ashwin. He is a fantastic
cricketer with a lot of work ethic,”
said India spin legend Anil Kumble.

“Obviously, he is a far better batsman
than me.”

With a knack for breaking partner-
ships and picking wickets at crucial
points of a game, Ashwin could be
India’s spin weapon on the UAE’s slug-
gish pitches. But watch out for more
fireworks from a man whose determina-
tion to win sometimes rubs his rivals up
the wrong way.

Amid all the talk this week about
the spir i t  of  cr icket , former India
opener Virender Sehwag revealed how
Ashwin had once picked up some dirt
from the pitch and blown i t  as  a
cheeky send-off to Glenn Maxwell

after dismissing the Australian in the
IPL. Sehwag said he didn’t like it, but
told Indian media: “The spirit of the
game also says that players should
leave what happens inside the ground
as is and move on.” — AFP
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I stood up
for myself

Feisty Indian cricket star Ashwin
a divisive figure with rare talent

MANCHESTER: In this file photo taken on September 8, 2021, India’s Ravichandran
Ashwin attends a team practice session ahead of the fifth cricket Test match between
England and India at Old Trafford in Manchester, north-west England. — AFP

Tapie brought
glory, scandal to
French football
PARIS: French businessman Bernard Tapie, who
died yesterday aged 78, was the charismatic driving
force behind Marseille’s victory in Europe’s premier
club football competition in 1993. But his trophy-
laden reign as president of the club culminated in a
match-fixing scandal that stained his reputation.

When Basile Boli leaped to head in the goal that
beat AC Milan on a balmy night in Munich 28 years
ago, French football finally had the European crown
it craved. Overcome with emotion, Tapie hugged the
team’s veteran Belgian coach Raymond Goethals as a
team including the current France coach Didier
Deschamps, German striker Rudi Voeller and Ghana
star Abedi Pele celebrated.

Despite the huge injection of Qatari funds
pumped into Paris Saint-Germain, Marseille remain
the only French team to win what is now called the
Champions League. Marseille also won the French
championship four times while Tapie was president,
meaning he will forever be adored by the football-
mad southern port city — and by the players who
played for him.

“RIP Bernard Tapie what a man. Legend,” Chris
Waddle, the English winger who had left the club a
year before the European Cup win, tweeted yester-
day. Yet Tapie’s reign ended in shame and in the
biggest scandal in the history of French football.

Just days after the glory in Munich, accusations
emerged that Marseille had tried to bribe
Valenciennes, their lowly northern opponents in a
match before that European final, to ensure
Marseille’s players were given an easy ride.

The principal piece of evidence was 250,000
francs, worth roughly 55,000 euros or $64,000
today, found buried in the garden of the aunt of
Valenciennes player Christophe Robert. Then it
emerged Tapie had paid a visit to the prosecutor of
Valenciennes for what he called “a courtesy visit”.

After a year and a half of claims, counter-claims
and an investigation played out across the front
pages of newspapers, Tapie was found guilty of

“complicity in corruption” and given a two-year jail
sentence, of which just one year was suspended.

The sentence was eventually reduced on appeal
and Tapie served 165 days behind bars. The accusa-
tions kept coming. In 1995, Marseille director Jean-
Pierre Bernes admitted there had been a fund of as
much as six million francs to buy off referees as well
as opposition players and coaches.

Yesterday, as they digested news of his death fol-
lowing a long battle with cancer, Marseille support-
ers focused on the glory Tapie brought to the club.
“He owes everything to Marseille and Marseille owes
him a lot too,” Didier Bertrand, 57, a fan sitting at a
cafe in the city’s Vieux Port area told AFP. — AFP

Klopp compares
anti-vax movement
to drink driving
LIVERPOOL: Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp said people should get vaccinated
against coronavirus for the same reason
they should not drink and drive, as he
revealed his squad are “99 percent” vacci-
nated. Take-up of the vaccine has been
mixed among elite athletes, with reports last
week suggesting only seven of  the 20
Premier League clubs have over 50 percent
of their squads fully vaccinated.

Klopp said that has not been an issue at
Liverpool, where he has not had to con-
vince his players to get jabbed. “I can say
we have 99 percent  vaccinated,”  said
Klopp. “I didn’t have to convince the play-
ers, it was more a natural decision from the
team. I can’t remember talking to a player
and explaining him why he should because I
am not a doctor.”

And he offered a withering analogy for
those holding out against getting vaccinated
due to personal choice. “It’s a little bit like
drink driving. We probably all had a situa-
t ion where we had a beer or two and
thought ‘I could still drive’, but under the
law we are not allowed to drive. The law is
not there to protect me when I’ve had two
beers and want to drive, it is there to pro-
tect all the other people because I am drunk
and want to drive a car.

“With the vaccination, all the specialists
out there tell us the vaccination is the solu-
tion for the situation at the moment. It is
the same. I don’t take the vaccination only
to protect myself but to protect all the
people around me. I don’t understand how
that is a limitation of freedom, because if it
is then not being allowed to drink and drive
is a limitation of freedom as well, but we
accept that.”

Klopp, 54, said he had consulted doctors
he trusted before taking the vaccine.
“Where did I get the knowledge from that I
think it is makes sense to get the vaccina-
tion? I called doctors who I have known for
years,” he added. “I took the vaccination
obviously because I am in the age group
where it is not that easy anymore, otherwise
it could be tricky.” — AFP

MARSEILLE: Supporters stay near the portrait of late Bernard Tapie, former owner of the French football club
Olympique de Marseille, displayed in front of the Velodrome Stadium in Marseille yesterday after the
announcement of his death. — AFP

Bowler accused of deviating away from ‘spirit of cricket’

NEW YORK: Brandon Lowe smashed
three home runs to power the Tampa
Bay Rays over the New York Yankees
12-2 on Saturday, keeping Major
League Baseball’s last playoff spots up
for grabs. On the penultimate day of the
six-month regular season, New York’s
home loss kept the Yankees from clinch-
ing one of two undecided American
League wildcard playoff berths.

The Boston Red Sox hoped to clinch
a wildcard spot but needed a victory at
Washington and losses by Seattle and
Toronto. The Canadian club ensured
that wouldn’t happen by thrashing vis-
iting Baltimore 10-1, keeping Toronto in
the playoff chase to the final day.

San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Milwaukee, Atlanta and St Louis have
already sealed National League playoff
berths while Tampa Bay, Houston and
the Chicago White Sox have grabbed

AL playoff spots. The Giants-Dodgers
race for top spot in the NL West
Division will come down to the final
day of the season. A Los Angeles loss
Saturday night would have clinched the
title for the Giants, but the Dodgers
routed Milwaukee 8-3 to get within a
game of San Francisco. 

The Yankees missed a chance when
the Rays delivered a blowout defeat at
Yankee Stadium. Lowe’s three-run
homer to right field gave Tampa Bay a
3-0 lead over the Yankees in the first
inning. Anthony Rizzo answered for
New York with a solo homer in the first.

But Lowe blasted another three-run
homer off Yankees starting left-hander
Jordan Montgomery in the third inning
and Mike Zunino followed with a solo
homer for a 7-1 Rays lead and New
York replaced Montgomery with lefty
reliever Lucas Luetge. Gio Urshela’s

triple in the fourth drove in Joey Gallo
to pull the Yankees within 7-2 but the
Rays answered in the sixth on Wander
Franco’s single that scored Randy
Arozarena from third base.

Lowe belted a solo homer to open
the seventh inning and Austin

Meadows sent a three-run homer into
the rightfield stands to give Tampa Bay
a 12-2 lead. At Toronto, the Blue Jays
got homers from Vladimir Guerrero,
Teoscar Hernandez, George Springer,
Bo Bichette and Danny Jackson to rout
the Orioles. — AFP

NEW YORK: Brandon Lowe #8 of the Tampa Bay Rays follows through on his sev-
enth inning home run against the New York Yankees at Yankee Stadium on
Saturday in New York City. — AFP

Jepkosgei, Lemma
triumph at London
Marathon
LONDON: Kenya’s Joyciline Jepkosgei won the
women’s London Marathon yesterday as Ethiopia’s
Sisay Lemma triumphed in the men’s race in the
first full-scale staging of the event since the coron-
avirus pandemic. Brigid Kosgei, aiming to become
the first woman to win three consecutive London
Marathon titles since Germany’s Katrin Doerre in
1994, came fourth.

Jepkosgei won in a personal-best time of 2hr
17min 43sec. Ethiopia’s Degitu Azimeraw finished
second in 2:17.58 and compatriot Ashete Bekere was

third in 2:18.18. Lemma failed to finish the Olympic
marathon in Japan in August but bounced back to
win in the British capital in 2:04.01.

Kenya’s Vincent Kipchumba was runner-up for
the second year running in 2:04.28 and Ethiopia’s
Mosinet Geremew came third in a time of 2:04.41.
The London Marathon returned to normality for the
first time since 2019 after being held without ama-
teur runners or spectators last year due to COVID-
19 restrictions.

The pandemic forced the event to be moved from
April to October in 2020, with a small number of elite
runners completing laps around St James’s Park. But
this year more than 40,000 amateur runners joined
the elite athletes in covering the traditional 26.2-mile
course from Blackheath, southeast London, to The
Mall, which leads to Buckingham Palace.

Another 40,000 runners competed virtually as the
race got under way to cheers and applause from

returning spectators under a blanket of cloud that lat-
er cleared. The elite women set a ferocious early
pace, completing the first 10 miles in 52min 10sec and
threatening the women-only world record set in
London in 2017 by Kenya’s Mary Keitany. Lonah
Chemtai Salpeter, Kosgei, Jepkosgei, Bekere and
Azimeraw formed a breakaway group after half-way.

Reigning New York Marathon champion Jepkosgei
broke away after 1hr 55min, establishing an insur-
mountable lead with a few miles to go. It is the first
time five women have completed the London
Marathon in under 2hr 19min.

Jepkosgei called her victory a “great achievement”
as she basked in the vibrant atmosphere and autum-
nal sunshine at the finish line. “I’m happy. The race
was good. They cheered us all the way and motivated
us. I’m so grateful and excited,” she told the BBC. “I’m
so happy for the London crowd. Every kilometre
there were people cheering all the way.” — AFP
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