
BRUSSELS: Iran said Wednesday it will resume talks with world
powers in November on reviving a nuclear deal after a five-month
gap in the face of mounting warnings that international patience
was wearing thin. Iran held six rounds of indirect negotiations in
Vienna with President Joe Biden’s administration on returning to
the 2015 deal, but talks went on hiatus in June as a new hardline
government took office in Tehran.

On a visit to Brussels, Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Ali
Bagheri said he saw progress in talks with European Union medi-
ator Enrique Mora, who also went to Tehran earlier this month. “We
agree to start negotiations before the end of November. Exact date
would be announced in the course of the next week,” Bagheri, who
serves as Tehran’s chief negotiator, wrote on Twitter.

He said he “had a very serious and constructive dialogue” with
Mora “on the essential elements for successful negotiations.” The
accord between Iran and six world powers to find a long-term so-
lution to the crisis over its controversial nuclear programme has
been moribund since former US president Donald Trump walked
out in May 2018 and imposed sweeping sanctions.

Biden, his successor, has said he is ready to re-enter the agree-
ment so long as Iran also returns to full compliance by rolling back
nuclear activities that it undertook in response to Trump’s sanc-
tions. The United States was cautious on Iran’s announcement but
said it believed only a “small number of issues” remained out-
standing after the sixth round of talks in Vienna.

“We are prepared to return to Vienna, and we believe that it
remains possible to quickly reach and implement an understand-
ing on return to mutual full compliance,” a State Department
spokesperson said. “As we have also been clear, this window will
not remain open forever as Iran continues to take provocative nu-
clear steps, so we hope that they come to Vienna to negotiate
quickly and in good faith.” One additional issue will be access for
the UN nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy
Agency, whose chief, Rafael Grossi, negotiated only a short-term
compromise when he visited Iran on September 12.

Growing warnings 
Iran said it needed time after the election of President Ebrahim

Raisi, a hardliner who succeeded the more moderate Hassan
Rouhani, who had negotiated the deal with Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration in hopes of easing Iran’s international isolation.

But the prolonged delay has prompted alarm-even among Eu-
ropean powers that criticized Trump for exiting the accord. On a

visit to Washington earlier in October, Israeli Foreign Minister Yair
Lapid warned of military action against Iran, his country’s sworn
foe. Israel is widely suspected in a sabotage campaign in Iran that
has included the killings of nuclear scientists. On Tuesday, Iran
blamed cyber attacks for disrupting its civilian fuel distribution
network. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said he backed diplo-
macy but also said the United States had “other options” if talks
go nowhere.

Speaking Monday after talks with European and Arab allies,
the US negotiator on Iran, Rob Malley, said that the Biden admin-
istration would always be open to diplomacy but that the accord,
formally known as the JCPOA, had a shelf life.

“This is not a chronological clock; it’s a technological clock. At
some point, the JCPOA will have been so eroded because Iran
would have made advances that cannot be reversed,” Malley told
reporters. Malley has disputed criticism that the talks made no
progress, saying there was broad understanding on most points
in Vienna-where European mediators shuttled between hotels as
Iran declined to meet directly with the United States.

Iran says it wants a full lifting of sanctions, but the Biden team

says the only ones on the table are those imposed by Trump over
Iran’s nuclear work. Trump argued that the JCPOA did not address
other concerns with Iran, such as its support for militants that fight
US allies Israel and Saudi Arabia, and vowed to bring Tehran to
its knees through economic pressure. —AFP
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TEHRAN: A handout picture provided by the Iranian presidency on October 27, 2021, shows Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi (C) visiting the
ministry of oil to follow up on latest issues caused in the fuel distribution system. —AFP

Iran agrees to restart nuclear 
talks as pressure grows 

‘We agree to start negotiations before the end of November’

Iraqis kill 11 in revenge
for deadly IS attack 
BAGHDAD: Residents of an Iraqi village have killed 11 peo-
ple in retaliation for a deadly attack claimed by the Islamic
State group, an Iraqi security official said. The inhabitants
of the majority Shiite village of Al-Rashad in the eastern
Diyala province killed 11 people on Wednesday in the pre-
dominantly Sunni neighbouring hamlet of Nahr al-Imam, the
security official who preferred to remain anonymous said.

The assailants accused the residents of Nahr al-Imam of
being behind an attack on Al-Rashad the day before in
which 15 people were killed, an increase from an initially re-
ported toll of 11. Another 26 people were injured in the
Tuesday attack on Al-Rashad, according to the latest figures
from security sources.

The Sunni militant IS group — which considers Shiites
to be “heretics” — claimed the Al-Rashad attack on
Wednesday night. Al-Rashad is known to have many mem-
bers of security forces among its residents and is populated
mostly by members of the Bani Tamim tribe, from which the
governor of Diyala hails. The Iraqi Fiqh Council, the author-
ity on Islamic jurisprudence for Sunnis in the country, con-
demned the “terrorist attack” on Al-Rashad, as well as the
“horrific revenge” on Nahr al-Imam.

The IS group took over large swathes of Iraq and Syria in
2014, declaring itself a new “caliphate” for Muslims. Iraq de-
clared the defeat of IS in December 2017, but a low-level insur-
gency has persisted in the country, flaring up at various points.
A UN report early this year estimated that around 10,000 IS
fighters remained active across Iraq and Syria. — AFP

Hamas sentences 
six ‘informants’ 
to death 
GAZA CITY: The Islamist movement Hamas that rules the Gaza
Strip announced yesterday it had sentenced six Palestinian “in-
formants” to death for collaborating with Zionist.

The Hamas military court said it had issued sentences “against
a number of informants, including six death sentences, other sen-
tences varying between life terms and temporary hard labour, and
one acquittal.”

Hamas takes a rigid approach to collaborators with Israel,
which has put the impoverished enclave under blockade since the
Islamists took power in 2007. In 2018 a Hamas military court sen-
tenced six people to death for espionage, including a woman.

The year before, three convicted in the assassination of a

Hamas commander were hanged or shot by a firing squad in pub-
lic. Hamas said yesterday that collaborators who turn themselves
in will face more lenient terms, and said that the “judgements is-
sued have fulfilled all legal procedures.”

Palestinian law requires approval from the Palestinian Author-
ity president for the death penalty, but Hamas in Gaza has carried
out a number of executions without permission from President
Mahmud Abbas.

Rights groups in Gaza have urged Hamas to reduce its use of
the death penalty. Earlier this month the Gaza-based Al Mezan
Center for Human Rights called for a moratorium on the death
penalty, saying it was “gravely concerned about the incessant is-
suance of death sentences by the military judiciary” in the enclave.
In May, Hamas and Israel fought a devastating 11-day conflict, the
worst between the two sides in years.

In that bloody escalation, Jewish strikes on Gaza killed 260
Palestinians, including fighters, according to local authorities. In
a rocket fire from the Palestinian territory killed 13 people, includ-
ing a soldier, according to the police and army. — AFP


