
MOSCOW: Russia reported record numbers of daily coronavirus
cases and deaths yesterday as Moscow shut down non-essential
services for 11 days to combat the surge in infections. The country
hardest-hit in Europe by the pandemic, Russia has struggled with
low vaccination rates despite developing several of its own jabs.

Recent weeks have seen daily numbers of cases and deaths hit
the highest of the pandemic, with the official government tally yes-
terday reporting new records of 40,096 infections and 1,159 fatali-
ties. Authorities have shied away from the kind of severe lockdowns
imposed in many countries, but have shut down all non-essential
services in Moscow from today until November 7.

Retail outlets, restaurants, and sporting and entertainment ven-
ues are all closed, along with schools and kindergartens. Only
shops selling food, medicine and other essentials are allowed to
remain open. President Vladimir Putin’s government has been pin-
ning its hopes on homegrown vaccines like the Sputnik V jab, but
Russians have proven stubbornly resistant to being inoculated.

As of yesterday, only 32 percent of Russia’s population had
been fully vaccinated, according to the Gogov website, which tal-
lies COVID-19 data from the regions. Roads in Moscow yesterday
were slightly less congested than usual, but the city’s sprawling
Metro network was as busy as ever, with many passengers not
wearing masks. Authorities have not required Russians to stay at
home during the non-working period and many were planning to
use the days to travel across the country and abroad. The mayor
of the Black Sea resort city of Sochi has warned of a huge influx
of tourists, and demand in Russia for flights bound for Turkey and
Egypt has soared.

On the streets of the capital, some Muscovites said they ap-
proved of the restrictions, while others said they did not go far
enough. “I think it’s important to save someone’s life rather than
be entertained, especially given that it’s not for a long time,”
Vladimir Chizhov, a 45-year-old programmer, said of the decision
to close cinemas, bars and restaurants.

‘Tougher measures needed’ 
But Arseny Kubanov, a 35-year-old sound engineer, said re-

strictions similar to European lockdowns were needed. “Tougher
measures should be introduced until everyone is vaccinated, the
way it was in Europe,” he said. “Otherwise, it is quite meaning-
less-this will continue wave after wave until everyone is vacci-
nated anyway.” Putin last week ordered a nationwide paid holiday

between October 30 and November 7 in a bid to reverse rising
infections, and Moscow authorities followed suit by ordering the
shutdown of non-essential services in the capital from today.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said yesterday that author-
ities were not yet planning to make jabs mandatory for everyone,
despite the rising cases and low vaccination rates. “The figures so
far give no cause for optimism,” Peskov told reporters. “We will
see how the situation develops further.”

Russia has recorded nearly 8.4 million coronavirus cases and
more than 235,000 deaths, though independent experts say au-
thorities have downplayed the severity of the pandemic. Figures
published by statistics agency Rosstat in October paint a darker
picture, suggesting that more than 400,000 people have died in
the country from the coronavirus. — AFP
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Moscow shuts down as Russia sees 
record virus cases, more deaths  

Retail outlets, restaurants, sporting and entertainment venues closed

MOSCOW: An elderly couple walk across Red Square amid the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in Moscow yesterday. Russia reported record numbers of
daily coronavirus cases and deaths. —AFP

German man 
convicted of spying
on parliament 
for Russians  
BERLIN: A German man was handed a two-year suspended
sentence yesterday for passing on floor plans of parliament
buildings to Russian secret services while employed by a secu-
rity company. The suspect named as Jens F., 56, was found
guilty of handing over a CD with more than 300 files of floor
plans of buildings used by the German Bundestag to the military
attache of the Russian embassy in 2017.

The military attache in post at that time is suspected to have been
an employee of Russia’s GRU military intelligence service. The sus-
pect meanwhile worked for a security company contracted by the
Bundestag. According to media reports, Jens F. was previously an

officer in a tank division of the East German army and had also
worked informally for the feared Stasi secret police. Prosecutors
had demanded a sentence of two years and nine months, while the
defence had argued he should be acquitted because there was no
proof he had transmitted the information to the Russians.

Jens F.’s lawyer Friedrich Humke said prosecutors had built their
case purely on his client’s past and his activities in the former com-
munist East Germany. The case comes at a time of particularly rocky
ties between Berlin and Moscow over a series of espionage cases, as
well as the poisoning and jailing of Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny.

In June, German police arrested a Russian scientist working at
a university in the southern city of Augsburg, accusing him of spy-
ing for Moscow. Germany has also repeatedly accused Russia of
cyberattacks on its soil. The most high-profile incident blamed on
Russian hackers to date was a cyberattack in 2015 that completely
paralysed the computer network of the Bundestag lower house of
parliament, forcing the entire institution offline for days while it
was fixed. In another case before a German court, a Russian man
is on trial over the assassination of a former Chechen commander
in a Berlin park, allegedly on Russia’s orders. Moscow has denied
being behind such actions. — AFP

Germany’s Scholz 
to join Merkel 
at G20 talks    
BERLIN: Olaf Scholz, the German finance minister and
likely next chancellor, will join Angela Merkel in her bilateral
meetings on the sidelines of the G20 summit in Rome, gov-
ernment sources said yesterday. The joint meetings with
leaders, including US President Joe Biden, are intended to
send a “special signal” and to show “a great deal of conti-
nuity in the G20 process”, the sources said.

Scholz’s Social Democrats (SPD) narrowly won last
month’s election in Germany, beating Merkel’s conservatives
into second place with their worst result since World War II
as she prepares to retire after 16 years as chancellor.

The SPD has since been in talks with the Greens and the
liberal FDP, who came third and fourth respectively, to form a
potential coalition. The parties last week unveiled an acceler-
ated timeline for their coalition talks, saying they aimed to have
Scholz installed as chancellor by early December.

The G20 club of the world’s 20 most industrialised
countries is meeting this weekend in Rome. The format
of the planned joint bilateral talks is “historic”, the gov-
ernment sources said, signalling a strong vote of confi-
dence in Scholz’s chances of becoming the next
chancellor. As well as a meeting with Biden, Merkel and
Scholz will speak with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan and the leaders of Argentina, Singapore, India and
South Korea. In addition, the two will take part in a high-
level meeting with the US, France, Britain and Germany on
Iran policy. — AFP


