
WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden an-
nounced yesterday a revised $1.75 trillion social
spending plan that he is confident Democrats
will support, ending weeks of wrangling and de-
livering a political victory hours before he de-
parts for twin summits in Europe.

Biden failed in his original goal of securing a
vote in Congress, where Democrats hold a
razor-thin majority, before going to Rome for
meetings with Pope Francis and G20 leaders,
then a UN climate summit in Glasgow.

Instead, his dramatic last-minute intervention
will present Democrats with a deal too good to
refuse, senior aides believe.

Putting the full prestige of his presidency on
the line, Biden will unveil the framework agree-
ment to Democratic leaders, then address the
American people from the White House, before
heading to the airport to board Air Force One.

The White House said Biden will lay out a
compromise outline of legislation pouring $1.75
trillion into education, childcare, clean energy
and other social services.

This is much less than the original $3.5 trillion
price tag Biden and left-leaning Democrats
wanted. However, this would still represent a
major win a year after Biden, 78, defeated Don-
ald Trump with a promise to heal America’s
“soul.” Weeks of Democratic feuding over both
the details and costs have threatened to sink the

bill, along with a second initiative meant to invest
an additional $1.2 trillion in America’s crumbling
infrastructure.

Biden is now sure he has Congress ready to
accept his deal, although the timing of a vote
remains up to the Democratic speaker, Nancy
Pelosi.

“The president believes this framework will
earn the support of all 50 Democratic senators
and pass the House,” a senior White House offi-
cial said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Seeking to make history 
An official said the two bills Biden wants will

“make historic investments” and that the White
House is “confident” in getting Democrats to
unite. Biden was set to meet with Democratic
leaders in the House of Representatives in pri-
vate, before returning to the White House for a
speech at 11:30 am (1530 GMT). He will depart
for Rome shortly after.

Biden will “speak to the American people
about the path forward for his economic agenda
and the next steps to getting it done,” another
White House official said.

The Democrats enjoy a rare period of con-
trolling both houses of Congress and the pres-
idency. However, the margins are so tight —
with only a one vote advantage in the Senate
and a handful in the House — that enacting

major legislation has proved far harder than
supporters hoped.

Biden has been repeatedly frustrated as just
two moderate Democrats in the Senate held up
his social spending ambitions, while left-lean-
ing Democrats in the House blocked the infra-
structure bill.

Responding to criticism that the pending deal
has been watered down too far, a White House

official said Biden’s framework will still “make
historic investments in the United States.”

This will be “the most transformative invest-
ment in children and caregiving in generations,
the largest effort to combat climate change in
history, and historic tax cut for tens of millions
of middle class families, and the biggest expan-
sion of affordable health care in a decade,” an
official said. — AFP
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Biden announces $1.75 trillion US 
spending plan ahead of Europe trip

President to address American people from White House

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden and Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi depart following a meeting with the
Democratic caucus at the US Capitol in Washington, DC, yesterday.  —AFP

Norway police say 24 
were targeted in bow 
and arrow attack  
STOCKHOLM: Norwegian police said on Wednesday that 24
people were now being treated as victims of a bow and arrow at-
tack earlier this month in which five people were killed. A man ram-
paged through the town of Kongsberg west of Oslo on October 13,
firing arrows and attacking people at random in their homes.

Main suspect Espen Andersen Brathen, a Dane living in Kongs-
berg, was arrested at the scene and is undergoing a psychiatric
evaluation, with police believing mental illness is behind the attack.
“So far we have 24 victims in the case,” police inspector Per
Thomas Omholt told a press conference, giving a total figure for
the first time.

He said the number included the five killed, three who were in-
jured and 16 others who had been “subjected to different events”.
“These are typically attempted murders and attempted woundings,
mostly those who were shot at with a bow and arrow,” he said,
stressing that the number could change. Omholt said police were
“keeping the door open” on the motive for the attack.

Brathen had previously said on social media he had converted
to Islam, leading to speculation it was a jihadist attack. But the in-
vestigation had “further weakened” the jihadist hypothesis, Omholt
said, adding that it was unclear whether or not he had really con-
verted to Islam. —AFP

Sudan anti-coup 
protests defy military, 
rebuild barricades 
KHARTOUM:  Protests against Sudan’s military coup that has
sparked international condemnation entered a fourth day yes-
terday, as demonstrators rebuilt barricades demolished by se-
curity forces during overnight unrest. Seven protesters have
been confirmed killed since Monday by morgues in Khartoum
and its sister city Omdurman, a health official said, adding that
more corpses had since been received, some with wounds
caused by “sharp tools”.

Top general Abdel Fattah al-Burhan-Sudan’s de facto leader
since the 2019 ouster of autocrat Omar al-Bashir-on Monday
dissolved the fragile government that had been meant to shep-
herd the country to full civilian rule. The World Bank and the
United States have frozen aid and denounced the army’s power
grab, while the African Union has suspended Sudan’s member-
ship over what it labelled the “unconstitutional” takeover.

“Security forces have been trying since yesterday morning
to remove all our barricades, firing tear gas and rubber bullets,”
said protester Hatem Ahmed, from northern Khartoum. “But we
go and rebuild them as soon as they leave. We will only remove
the barricades when the civilian government is back.”

The coup was the latest to have hit the poverty-stricken East
African nation, which has experienced only rare democratic in-
terludes since independence in 1956. Shops have remained
closed following calls for a civil disobedience campaign and

Sudan’s pro-democracy movements ratcheted up calls for “mil-
lion-strong protests” tomorrow.

Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok, who was detained by
the military Monday in sweeping arrests of civilian leaders,
remains under guard at his home, where he was moved after
an international outcry. Other ministers remain under full
military arrest.

A joint statement by the United States, European Union,
Britain, Norway and other nations emphasised their continued
recognition of the “prime minister and his cabinet as the con-
stitutional leaders of the transitional government”.

Burhan, a senior general during Bashir’s three-decade-long
hardline rule, on Wednesday also sacked six Sudanese ambas-
sadors-including to the US, EU, China and France-after they
sided with the civilian leaders he ousted. 

Aid frozen 
Protesters rallied late into Wednesday night in the capital,

said the Sudanese Professionals Association, a union umbrella
instrumental in months-long protests that helped oust Bashir in
April 2019. Online videos shared by the SPA showed protesters
chanting for “civilian rule”, calling for mass protests on October
30, and demanding that Burhan be taken to Khartoum’s high
security Kober prison, where Bashir is incarcerated.

Violence against protesters has mounted in a “vengeful”
crackdown by security forces, the SPA said in a statement. On
Wednesday, hundreds of protesters were seen throwing rocks
at security forces in Khartoum’s eastern district of Burri.

The coup has provoked strong international criticism. The
World Bank has put its aid on hold, a major blow to a country
already in the grip of a dire economic crisis. —AFP


