
MANILA: Thousands of people flocked to cemeteries in the
Catholic-majority Philippines yesterday for their last chance
to visit dead loved ones ahead of a government-ordered na-
tionwide closure of graveyards for All Saints’ Day. Filipinos
usually pour into cemeteries on November 1 for the ancient
Christian tradition, many holding family reunions at the
gravesites of relatives.

But for the second year in a row, the government has ordered
the shuttering of cemeteries for fear the “day of the dead” could
turn into a coronavirus superspreader event. An official tally
shows more than 60,000 people have poured into the sprawling
Manila North Cemetery over the past few days where many
poor people live in shanties and the mausoleums.

After passing through a temperature check, relatives placed
small bouquets of white flowers and lit candles on tombs-and
then left. Hours before the gates were locked yesterday, Eloisa
Sebastian visited the grave of her 60-year-old mother, Erly, who
died suddenly in April. “We used to run to her whenever we had
problems so it’s difficult to accept (she’s gone),” Sebastian told
AFP. “I still cry almost every day, even at work.”

Major cemeteries in Manila are usually crowded for All
Saints’ Day-a tradition dating back centuries to the ancient
practice in Rome, which honours all saints and martyrs who died
for the faith. But the atmosphere was quiet and sombre yester-
day with relatively few visitors.

Flower vendor Bebe Fernandez told AFP her sales have
plunged this year. “People have no money because of this pan-
demic,” said Fernandez, whose bouquets cost 35 pesos (70 cents)
each. COVID-19 restrictions have devastated the economy and
thrown millions out of work during the pandemic, which has seen
more than 2.7 million people infected and over 42,000 killed.

In the pet section of the cemetery, Zia Garcia and her mother
cleaned the gravestone of their Pomeranian-Shih Tzu mix dog

Queenie, who died in February. Flowers and candles were placed
on the plaque engraved with the epitaph “We love you forever”.

She was “like my sister because I’m an only child”, said

Garcia, 23, wearing a mask and face shield. “It’s really sad be-
cause we grew up together-my best friend and sister does not
exist anymore.” — AFP
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Filipinos flock to cemeteries 
ahead of All Saints’ Day closure 

Atmosphere quiet and sombre with relatively few visitors

MANILA: A family visits the grave of a relative at a cemetery in Manila yesterday, ahead of a government-ordered nationwide closure of graveyards for All
Saints’ Day due to the COVID-19 pandemic. — AFP

India vows to take 
up ‘climate justice’ 
combat at COP2 
NEW DELHI: India will be a fighter for “climate jus-
tice” at the upcoming COP26 summit, seeking to
make rich nations pay for measures to ease rising
temperatures, the country’s environment minister said
Wednesday. And the world’s third biggest source of
greenhouse gases is not yet guaranteeing that it will
offer new mitigation efforts at the crucial conference
which starts Sunday in Glasgow.

India, along with the world’s leading gas emitter
China, is among dozens of countries still to submit fresh
plans for cutting greenhouse gas emissions so they can
become net zero-eliminating as much carbon as they
produce. Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav said
India would set out what extra efforts it is ready to make
“at the appropriate place and the appropriate time.”

India, whose Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
be at the summit, said controlling carbon should be
the COP26 priority over setting target dates to be-
come net zero. “It is how much carbon you are going
to put in the atmosphere before reaching net zero
that is more important,” said R.P. Gupta, the environ-
ment ministry’s top permanent official.

According to the ministry’s figures, each Indian
produces about 1.9 tonnes of carbon per year, against
7.1 tonnes for the average European Union citizen,
8.4 tonnes for a Chinese and 18 tonnes for the aver-
age American. Yadav said assessing and financing the
world’s campaign to limit temperature rises will be
one of the most crucial tasks at Glasgow.

“India will fill the role of the voice of developing na-
tions,” Yadav told a small group of journalists on the eve
of his departure for the talks. “India will be a path to a
solution with climate justice.” The country of 1.3 billion
people, and one of the world’s fastest growing
economies, has long insisted that countries who profited
from past industrialisation-Europe and North America-
should pay the lion’s share of the climate crisis bill.

Yadav noted the concern of poorer nations that
richer ones have failed to live up to promises made
at earlier climate summits to provide hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in financial aid and technology. India
has one of the world’s leading solar power pro-
grammes, and US climate envoy John Kerry said that
the country was “red hot” for solar investment.

But it currently counts on coal for about 70 per-
cent of generated electricity and will have to spend
more than $40 billion to dismantle just 14 percent of
its oldest and dirtiest coal power stations, according
to the Climate Policy Initiative think tank.

Gupta said that without finance for poorer nations
“it becomes extremely difficult to have green devel-
opment at our own cost.” — AFP

India tests 
ballistic 
missile 
NEW DELHI: India has tested a ballistic
missile capable of carrying a nuclear war-
head up to 5,000 kilometres (3,100 miles),
the defence ministry said, in what media
called a “stern signal” to China as the two
remain locked in a border spat. The Agni-5
missile blasted off from Abdul Kalam Island
off India’s east coast late Wednesday and
splashed into the Bay of Bengal.

“The successful test ... is in line with
India’s stated policy to have ‘credible mini-
mum deterrence’ that underpins the com-
mitment to ‘No First Use’ [of nuclear
weapons],” a defence ministry statement
said. The 17-metre-tall missile has been
tested several times before, but not at night,
and local media said that the timing was
aimed at sending a signal to Beijing.

Tensions with China have been running
high since 20 Indian soldiers died in clashes
on their disputed Himalayas border in June
2020. The nuclear-armed neighbours have

since reinforced the frontier with tens of
thousands of extra troops.

India has deepened defence coopera-
tion with Western countries in recent
years, including in the Quad alliance with
the United States, Japan and Australia.
New Delhi is also a major buyer of Russ-
ian military hardware, and ordered
Moscow’s S-400 missile defence system
despite the threat of US sanctions over
the $5.4 billion deal.

The Financial Times reported this month
that China had tested a hypersonic missile
that circled the Earth at low orbit before
descending toward, but missing, its target.
Beijing denied the report, insisting it was a
routine test of a reusable space vehicle.

Hypersonics are the new frontier in mis-
sile technology, because they fly lower and
are harder to detect than ballistic missiles,
can reach targets more quickly, and are
maneuverable. The United States, Russia,
China and North Korea have all tested hy-
personic missiles and several others are
developing the technology-including re-
portedly India.

According to the Times of India, New Delhi
is working on enabling the Agni-5 to carry
several nuclear warheads at once so they can
split up and hit different targets. — AFP


