
WASHINGTON:  Taiwan’s president says she
has “faith” the United States would defend the is-
land against a Chinese attack, as Beijing and
Washington trade barbs over Taipei’s place on the
global stage. Tsai Ing-wen also confirmed for the
first time that US troops were training Taiwanese
forces on the island in an interview with CNN
broadcast Wednesday-an initiative first confirmed
to AFP by a Pentagon official earlier this month.

The comments from Tsai came after US Presi-
dent Joe Biden rebuked Beijing over its actions near
Taiwan at a virtual East Asia summit attended by
China’s premier. The two world powers had already
faced off over Taiwan’s involvement with the United
Nations, with Washington saying it should be better
integrated into the world body for “pragmatic” pur-
poses-and Beijing saying it has no right to join.

The latest statements by Beijing, Washington
and Taipei add to an escalation of diplomatic rhet-
oric and military posturing over the self-governing
island of 23 million people. China considers Tai-
wan-where nationalist forces fled in 1949 after los-
ing a civil war to the communists-to be a province
awaiting reunification, by force if necessary.

In the interview with CNN that was conducted
on Tuesday, when asked if she was confident that
the United States would help defend Taiwan if
necessary against China, Tsai replied: “I do have
faith.” She highlighted the “wide range of cooper-
ation with the US aiming at increasing our defense

capability,” including the US military training of
Taiwanese forces.

‘Reduce misunderstanding’ 
China is regularly setting records with its nu-

merous warplane flights near the island. At the
East Asia summit,  attended by Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang, Biden said the United States was “deeply
concerned by China’s coercive and proactive ac-
tions... across the Taiwan Strait.” Such actions
“threaten regional peace and stability,” Biden told
the closed-door session, according to a recording
of his remarks obtained by AFP.

Biden last week told a televised forum that the
United States was ready to defend Taiwan from
any Chinese invasion. Those comments were
quickly walked back by the White House amid
warnings from Beijing, continuing a strategy of
ambiguity on whether it would intervene militarily
if China attacked. 

Tsai told CNN that despite China’s aggressive
posturing, she is willing to meet with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in order to “reduce misunderstand-
ing” and address the differences in their political
systems. “We can sit down and talk about our differ-
ences, and try to make arrangements so that we will
be able to co-exist peacefully,” she said. The United
States switched diplomatic recognition in 1979 to
Beijing. But the US Congress at the same time ap-
proved the Taiwan Relations Act, which obligated

the supply of weapons to the island for its self-de-
fense. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on
Tuesday reiterated that the United States still rec-

ognized only Beijing, but he emphasized Taiwan’s
democratic credentials in asking that it be allowed
a greater involvement in UN agencies. — AFP
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Taiwan leader says has ‘faith’ US will 
defend island against China attack

Biden rebuked Beijing over its actions near Taiwan

KAOHSIUNG, Taiwan: File photo taken on September 26, 2020 shows Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen (C) posing for
photographs while visiting a turboprop engine factory at a military base in Kaohsiung. Taiwan’s president said
yesterday she has “faith” the United States would defend the island against a Chinese attack. —AFP

Chinese hypersonic
test like a ‘Sputnik
moment’: 
US general
WASHINGTON: The Pentagon’s top general
said Wednesday that China’s recent test of an
earth-circling hypersonic missile was akin to
the Soviet Union’s stunning launch of the
world’s first satellite, Sputnik, in 1957, which
sparked the superpowers’ space race. Mark
Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
confirmed for the first time the Chinese test of
a nuclear-capable missile that would be very
difficult to defend against.

“What we saw was a very significant event of
a test of a hypersonic weapon system. And it is
very concerning,” Milley told Bloomberg TV. “I
don’t know if it’s quite a Sputnik moment, but I
think it’s very close to that,” he said.

“It’s a very significant technological event
that occurred... and it has all of our attention.”
The US Department of Defense had previously
declined to confirm the test, first reported by the
Financial Times on October 16. The newspaper
said the August test launch caught Washington
by surprise.

The missile circled the Earth at a low altitude
and a velocity of more than five times the speed
of sound, although it missed its target by more
than 30 kilometers (19 miles), according to the
Financial Times. China denied the report, saying
it was a routine test of a reusable space vehicle.

Hypersonics are the new frontier in missile
technology, because they fly lower and so are
harder to detect than ballistic missiles, can reach
targets more quickly, and are maneuverable.
That makes them more dangerous, particularly
if mounted with nuclear warheads.

The United States, Russia, China and North
Korea have all tested hypersonics and several
others are developing the technology. China in
2019 unveiled a hypersonic medium-range mis-
sile, the DF-17, which can travel around 2,000
kilometres and can carry nuclear warheads.

The missile mentioned in the FT story is a dif-
ferent one, with a longer range. It can be
launched into orbit before coming back into the
atmosphere to hit its target. Asked Wednesday
about China’s test, Pentagon spokesman John
Kirby again declined to confirm it.

But he said that any major advancement in
China’s military capabilities does “very little to
help decrease tensions in the region and be-
yond.” Such advances, he said, are “paired with
a foreign and defense policy approach that uses
intimidation and coercion of neighboring nations
to yield to China’s interests.” — AFP

Three police shot 
dead at Islamist 
rally in Pakistan
LAHORE: At least three Pakistani policemen
were shot dead and 70 more wounded when sup-
porters of a banned Islamist party opened fire at
a rally on Wednesday, the country’s interior min-
ister said. The Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP)
is protesting over the detention of its leader, ar-
rested in April when the group was outlawed by
authorities, and is demanding the expulsion of the
French ambassador.

The group has been behind major anti-France
protests that earlier this year led to the embassy
issuing a warning for all French citizens to leave
the country. “They opened fire on police with
Kalashnikovs... three policemen were martyred,”
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad told a press conference,
adding that eight of those injured were in a critical
condition. The Punjab police chief Rao Sardar Ali
Khan said in a separate press conference that four
officers died on Wednesday. The TLP in turn ac-
cused the police of firing on the crowd, with four
of its supporters killed. Police in Punjab province,
of which Lahore is the capital, have denied using
rubber bullets or guns and would not comment on
claims that protesters had died.

“We have used no such weapons against
them,” police spokesman Mazhar Hussain told
AFP. Police have said they have used tear gas and
batons to control the crowds. The latest demon-
stration began on Friday in the group’s stronghold
city of Lahore, from where thousands of people
have begun slowly moving towards the capital Is-
lamabad.

Clashes between the two sides left two police
officers dead on the first day of protests, while the
TLP reported on Saturday that five of its support-
ers had died. Police have closed off major roads
and junctions leading to the capital, around 300
kilometres from the current protest site.

Militant group
Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry said

Wednesday that Prime Minister Imran Khan and
the security services had agreed to treat the TLP
as a militant group. The government earlier this
week announced a breakthrough in talks with the
TLP, but the march resumed on Wednesday.

“We tried our best for the success of the talks
but the government is not serious about fulfilling
its commitments,” TLP spokesman Sajjad Saifi
said. “The expulsion of the French ambassador is
our main demand.” The government has repeat-
edly said it is not willing to close the French em-
bassy or expel the current acting ambassador. The
group’s leader Saad Rizvi was arrested in April
when violent anti-France protests erupted, leading
to the deaths of six police officers. — AFP


