
WINNIPEG: A troika of Russian women hope to bolster their
Olympic team credentials this week at Skate Canada International
in Vancouver, while three-time world champion Nathan Chen will
be looking for redemption. Chen struggled in his 2022 Olympic
season debut at Skate America last weekend in Las Vegas where
his three-year winning streak ended abruptly. He settled for the
bronze medal after misfiring on four of his typically reliable
quadruple jumps.

“The more (quads) you put out, the more risky it is. Is it worth
it? I don’t know. It depends on the day, I guess,” Chen said.
Whether the US champ can be outscored again at Skate Canada
remains a long shot, but just knowing it’s not impossible could
prove a confidence boost for top contenders including Canada’s
Keegan Messing and American Jason Brown.

Like Chen, Russian women have owned international podiums
in recent years thanks to the unmatched depth of talent in that
country. Kamila Valieva, Elizaveta Tuktamysheva and Alena Kos-
tornaia finished 1-2-3 at Finlandia Trophy in Espoo three weeks
ago and come into this second of six Grand Prix events with im-
pressive resumes. The youngest of the trio, Valieva, 15, has proven
the most successful among the latest batch of phenomenal com-
petitors trained by star-making coach Eteri Tutberidze.

In Finland, the 2020 world junior champion showed three quads
in her free skate, garnering the highest score ever awarded for a
long program plus a record total score. At 24, Tuktamysheva is the
seasoned veteran among Russia’s teen prodigies and the only top-
flight woman who does not train with Tutberidze in Moscow. The
2015 world champion mastered the triple Axel later in her career
to keep herself in the game, and claimed world silver last March.

Kostornaia, 18, also has a triple Axel in her repertoire. Women
who could spoil the Russians’ Skate Canada podium party include
resurgent Japanese Wakaba Higuchi and Americans Alysa Liu and
Karen Chen, fourth in the world last year behind three Russians.
In pair competition, the spotlight will shine on twice world cham-
pions and 2018 Olympic silver medalists Sui Wenjing and Han
Cong. The Chinese hope to top off their careers with Olympic gold
in Beijing next February. Podium favourites in ice dance include
couples from Spain, Italy, Great Britain and Canada.

According to Canadian government COVID-19 protocols, interna-
tional athletes who are not inoculated with a Canada-accepted vaccine

are subject to a mandatory quarantine and testing on entry to Canada.
A Skate Canada spokesperson confirmed there were skaters from
Russia and China who didn’t meet vaccination requirements and had

to sequester at the host hotel for 72 hours after landing in Vancouver.
Competition begins today with short programs for all disciplines. A
limited 1,000, fully-vaccinated fans will be in the stands. — AFP 
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Russian trio eye Olympics at 
Skate Canada International

LAS VEGAS: Nathan Chen of the United States competes in the Men’s Free Program during the ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating - Skate America at
Orleans Arena on Oct 23, 2021. — AFP  

Beach reveals he 
was ‘John Doe’ in 
sex assault probe
NEW YORK: Kyle Beach, a Canadian forward and
former Chicago Blackhawks prospect, told Canada’s
TSN on Wednesday he was the unnamed player in
a sexual assault probe of the NHL club. Beach re-
vealed he was “John Doe” in an emotional interview
a day after Blackhawks general manager Stan Bow-
man and senior vice president of hockey operations
Al MacIsaac left the club. They departed after the
results of an investigation into sex assault allegations
found the team failed to properly deal with 2010
claims of misconduct against former video coach
Brad Aldrich.

“I have many emotions,” Beach told TSN. “I cried,
I smiled, I laughed, I cried some more. My girlfriend
and I, we didn’t know how to think. She has been my
rock through this process. And I’m fortunate to have
her here. I have a great feeling of relief, and vindica-
tion. I really felt like there were lies told. And it was

important and special to have the truth come out.”
A lawsuit filed in May by Beach as “John Doe”

said Aldrich assaulted him and another player in
May 2010 but the team took no actions until June so
as not to distract from the club’s run to a Stanley
Cup title, the Blackhawks’ first since 1961. Aldrich
left the Blackhawks at the end of the 2010 season.
Beach had been called up to the Blackhawks during
the 2010 playoffs from Chicago’s top development
club as a practice player, calling it “an extremely
special moment” but adding, “Unfortunately, a few
weeks later, the memories were shattered and my
life was changed forever.”

Beach, a 31-year-old left wing, said it was difficult
to see Aldrich with the title team after the abuse. “I
felt sick, sick to my stomach,” Beach said. “Nothing
happened. His life was the same as it was the day be-
fore. To see him with the team, with the Stanley Cup,
it made me feel like nothing, like I didn’t exist. “It
made me feel like I wasn’t important. It made me feel
like he was right, and I was wrong.” Beach said he
kept silent about the abuse so he could continue to
pursue his dream of playing in the NHL. “I did what
I had to do to survive, to continue to pursue my
dream,” he said. “So I didn’t talk about it.” — AFP 

Badminton plans
Asian ‘clusters’ 
in revamped 
calendar
KUALA LUMPUR: Badminton’s govern-
ing body revealed a revamped 2022 calen-
dar yesterday comprising traditional
European competitions while Asian tourna-
ments are in “clusters” because of coron-
avirus disruption. The sport was thrown into
disarray by the pandemic and remains badly
impacted in Asia, one of its heartlands, due
to fresh outbreaks and a cautious approach
to re-opening.

Badminton World Federation (BWF)
secretary general Thomas Lund said three
back-to-back Thai tournaments that took
place in January this year - marking the
restart of international competition in Asia

- were a successful model for a broader re-
sumption. The body had decided to organ-
ize similar “clusters” of tournaments in
various countries in an effort to “mitigate
the complexity surrounding cross-border
travel”, he said.

Back-to-back competitions will be
played in countries including India, South
Korea, Thailand and Japan, with three in
China at the end of next year, culminating
in the season-ending World Tour Finals in
Guangzhou. Tournaments in Europe, where
sports have resumed faster than in Asia,
take place throughout the year in countries
including England, Germany, Spain and
Switzerland.

As with many sports, badminton tourna-
ments are now typically conducted in bio-
secure bubbles and Lund said it was likely
some curbs would remain in 2022. But BWF
hopes to “gradually transition to conducting
tournaments with fewer COVID-19 restric-
tions in 2022 as we slowly return to nor-
malcy”, he added. The India Open will begin
the year on Jan 11. — AFP 


