
LONDON: West Ham ended Manchester City’s
four-year hold on the League Cup on Wednesday
as Liverpool and Tottenham booked their places
in the quarter-finals. City’s record run in the com-
petition came to an end at the London Stadium
as the Hammers emerged 5-3 winners from a
penalty shootout after both sides were guilty of
missing plenty of chances in a 0-0 draw.

Phil Foden was the only man to miss from the
spot as Mark Noble, Jarrod Bowen, Craig Daw-
son, Aaron Cresswell and Said Benrahma all
found the net for David Moyes’ men. “Nothing
is eternal,” said City boss Pep Guardiola. “We
fought a lot to win and win and win this compe-
tition. “Four times in a row is a fantastic achieve-
ment and next season we come back to try and
win it again.”

Nathan Ake, John Stones, Ilkay Gundogan and
Raheem Sterling all wasted big opportunities to
extend City’s 21-game unbeaten run in the com-
petition as the scoreline belied a contest which
raged from one end to the other. Foden was
thrown on along with Jack Grealish in an attempt
to win the game from Guardiola. But the England
international pulled City’s first penalty wide and
stand-in goalkeeper Zack Steffen could not bail
his teammate out despite getting a hand to Bowen
and Benrahma’s strikes.

Liverpool will now fancy their chances of win-
ning the League Cup for the first time in nine
years, but had to overcome a poor start to win 2-
0 at Preston. The Reds had scored 30 goals in
eight previous away games this season, but a
much-changed side from Jurgen Klopp failed to
hit the heights of Sunday’s famous 5-0 win at
Manchester United.

“As a team we can play better, but individually
I saw a few really nice performances and that’s
absolutely OK,” said Klopp. “It’s all about getting
through to the next round, that’s what we did.
That it would be difficult with 11 changes was
clear.” Preston had by far the better of the first-
half as Adrian made a point-blank save from Sean
Maguire, Neco Williams cleared off the line and

Brad Potts fired over within a matter of seconds.
Liverpool were clinical as they went in front

with their first shot on target just after the hour
mark as Williams’ cross was acrobatically flicked
home by Takumi Minamino. Klopp’s men then
controlled the final half hour and doubled their
lead in spectacular fashion when Divock Origi’s
backheel dinked the ball over Declan Rudd. Tot-
tenham’s bid for a first trophy since they last won
the League Cup in 2008 remains on course as
Nuno Espirito Santo was rewarded for naming a
strong side with a 1-0 win at Burnley.

Lucas Moura scored the only goal 22 minutes

from time with a powerful downward header from
Emerson Royale’s cross. Leicester also needed
penalties to see off Brighton after an entertaining
game ended 2-2. The Foxes twice pounced on
Brighton gifting possession away in dangerous
areas to take the lead through Harvey Barnes and
Ademola Lookman in the first-half.

Adam Webster and Enock Mwepu levelled for
the Seagulls, but Mwepu and Neal Maupay failed
to beat Danny Ward from the spot. Brentford
reached the last eight for the second consecutive
season with a 2-1 win at Stoke thanks to first-half
goals from Sergi Canos and Ivan Toney. — AFP 

Friday, October 29, 2021S p o r t s

Friday38

LONDON: West Ham United’s Algerian midfielder Said Benrahma scores his penalty past Manches-
ter City’s US goalkeeper Zack Steffen in the shootout to put West Ham through in the English
League Cup round of 16 match at The London Stadium on Wednesday. — AFP 

West Ham end Man City’s 
4-year hold on League Cup

Celtic cut Rangers’ 
lead as Scottish 
football honors Smith
GLASGOW: Rangers paid tribute to leg-
endary former manager Walter Smith on
Wednesday as their lead at the top of the
Scottish Premiership was cut to two points by
a 2-2 draw with Aberdeen. Smith, who won 21
trophies in two spells as Rangers boss, died
on Tuesday at the age of 73. A minute’s silence
was held at all six Scottish Premiership
games, a huge banner held up by Rangers
fans read: “For deeds done and glories won,
thank you Walter.”

Once the action got underway, Steven
Gerrard’s men struggled to cope with the
emotive night at Ibrox. Aberdeen had won just
once in their last 11 games, but led 2-0 inside
16 minutes as Christian Ramirez and former
Celtic captain Scott Brown headed home. Al-
fredo Morelos quickly halved the home side’s
deficit, but it took a controversial penalty nine
minutes from time, converted by James Tav-
ernier, to preserve Rangers’ unbeaten home
record in the league stretching back to March
2020.

Celtic took advantage of dropped points
for their Glasgow rivals with a 3-1 win at Hi-
bernian to move up to second. The Hoops not
won a league game away to Hibs since 2014,
but put that rotten record behind them with
three goals inside the opening half hour at
Easter Road. Anthony Ralston’s diving header
from David Turnbull’s free-kick found the top
corner before Cameron Carter-Vickers fired
home from a corner. Kyogo Furuhashi then
slotted home his 10th goal in 15 games since
moving to the Glasgow giants to round off a
brilliant team move involving Tom Rogic and
Jota. “I thought the first half was probably the
best we’ve played all year,” said Celtic man-
ager Ange Postecoglou. “We scored three and
could have had another three. It was really
pleasing to see, especially here against a good
side.”

Hibs have now lost four straight games
after a bright start to the season, but got a
consolation before half-time when Martin
Boyle forced the ball over the line from close
range. Hearts remain unbeaten after 11
games, but fall to third after a 1-1 draw at St
Johnstone. Dundee United also missed the
chance to go second as they were held 1-1
by the 10-men of Livingston. Ross County
remain bottom, but got their first league win
under Malky McKay in emphatic fashion
with a 5-0 thrashing of Dundee at Dens
Park. — AFP 

TROYES: Nice’s French midfielder Lucas Da Cunha
fights for the ball with Marseille’s French defender
Jordan Amavi during a French L1 football match
at De L’Aube Stadium on Wednesday. — AFP 

Nice, Marseille 
draw two months 
after kick-off
TROYES: Nice and Marseille drew 1-1 in
French Ligue 1 on Wednesday, two months after
the original fixture was abandoned due to crowd
trouble. The rescheduled game, played behind
closed doors at Troyes, saw Nice take the lead
through Amine Gouiri after just six minutes.
Dimitri Payet levelled for Marseille just before
the half-time interval.

“The draw seems the fairest outcome,” said
Marseille cach Jorge Sampaoli. “In the first half
Nice produced a lot more, but in the second half
we had control and we could have scored a sec-

ond goal.” However, Nice coach Christophe
Galtier said he was disappointed not to have
take all three points. “There is frustration and
disappointment for my boys. With our scoring
chances, I believe that my players deserved to
win,” said Galtier.

In the first game between the two sides on
August 22, hosts Nice led the Mediterranean
derby 1-0 at the Allianz Riviera with 15 minutes
left when Payet fell after being struck by a bottle
as he went to take a corner. Payet threw a bottle
back into the crowd as team-mates came across
to remonstrate with home fans behind the goal.

Supporters streamed onto the pitch and a
melee ensued involving players, staff, fans and
stewards. The match was halted for more than an
hour and finally abandoned just before midnight
local time after the away side refused to return
to the pitch. Nice were eventually docked one
point by French league officials. — AFP 


