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Health minister declares life  
in Kuwait back to normal 

Kuwait waiting for approval to vaccinate children under 12 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Life in Kuwait has returned to nor-
mal and all places have reopened for normal 
operations, Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah said yesterday, adding that precautionary 
health measures should still be observed. The 
minister said that Kuwait is among a few coun-
tries where life has returned to normal following 
more than 18 months of closures due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

He also said vaccinations are carried out in the 
best of ways and enough vaccines are available, 
adding health conditions should continue to be 
observed at schools, malls and mosques. The min-
ister however said there could be restrictions for 
certain activities, but these restrictions will be 
lighter than before. 

Health authorities in the country have said more 
than 70 percent of the population has taken two 
doses of approved vaccines, thus achieving what is 
known as “herd immunity”. The ministry has start-
ed giving a third booster dose to certain sections 
of the society, especially the elderly, high-risk 
patients and medical staff. 

Sheikh Basel said the country is waiting for 
authorization to start vaccinating children aged 5 
to 12, adding the ministry is prepared whenever 
the approval will be granted. The health situation 
in Kuwait has improved substantially, with the 

country reporting under 100 new coronavirus cas-
es for the last 24 days, including less than 50 new 
cases for the past seven days in a row. The number 
of coronavirus patients in hospitals dropped to 
only 50, including 10 cases in intensive care units. 

Yesterday, schoolteachers who have refused to 
take the vaccination demonstrated again outside 
the education ministry for being prevented from 
entering schools without a negative PCR test 
result. The teachers are insisting that the ministry 
requirement is an act of discrimination against 
them. They are demanding to be allowed to enter 
schools without vaccination or PCR tests. 

Meanwhile, a number of Kuwaiti lawmakers 
posted on their Twitter accounts a statement they 
said was issued by MPs condemning what they 
called a campaign of violence and discrimination 
against Muslims in India. The statement said acts 
of killing, arson and evictions have been carried 
out against Muslims by fanatic Hindu groups 
without sufficient condemnation by the govern-
ment of India. 

The statement strongly condemned the brutal 
atrocities and “ethnic cleansing” against Muslims 
and called for protecting their rights, especially the 
right to live in peace. It was not clear how many of 
the 50 lawmakers signed the statement, which 
called on the Kuwaiti government to issue a state-
ment condemning the crimes committed against 
Indian Muslims.

Outstanding achievements during 
Sheikh Nawaf’s reign as Amir

KUWAIT: In this photo taken on Sept 30, 2020, HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah gestures after he was sworn in as the country’s 16th ruler during a National Assembly’s spe-
cial session. — KUNA (See Page 3)

In this file photo taken on May 13, 2021, Arabian oryx are pictured in the 
UAE desert with the Dubai skyline in the background. — AFP 

JEDDAH: A picture taken on Sept 17, 2021 shows Saudi and foreign women, part 
of a mixed-gender cycling club, taking a break during a cycling tour. — AFP 

DUBAI: Millions of people will begin 
converging on Dubai this week as the 
COVID-delayed Expo 2020, the world’s 
biggest event since the pandemic, finally 
unveils its gleaming pavilions in the 
desert. The Expo site in the dusty Dubai 
suburbs has remained strictly off-limits 
during its year-long postponement but 
the wraps will come off on Thursday at 
an opening ceremony attended by 
Emirati royalty. 

Architectural marvels and a long list 

of technological innovations will feature 
among the exhibits, or pavilions, show-
casing the ingenuity of more than 190 
countries. The first world fair was held 
in London in 1851, when it was housed 
in the purpose-built Crystal Palace, and 
it featured the Eiffel Tower - intended as 
a temporary attraction - in Paris in 1889. 

Dubai’s edition, the first in the Middle 
East, is expected to be the biggest event 
ever held in the region with estimates of 
25 million visitors over its six-month 
lifespan. The next biggest event held in 
the world during the pandemic was the 
Tokyo Olympics, where strict virus rules 
saw spectators banned from nearly all 
venues. Expo 2020 will be indelibly 
tinged by the pandemic, however, with 
masks and social distancing 
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Dubai Expo  
to welcome  
millions

DOHA: The modest crowd listens respectfully 
as TV actor Saeed Al-Burshaid gives his first 
stump speech ahead of Qatar’s inaugural legisla-
tive polls, an unprecedented exercise in democ-
racy in the resource-rich monarchy. Burshaid 
gesticulates passionately as he builds to a 
crescendo in a nondescript and largely undeco-
rated sports hall south of Doha, watched by a 
few dozen people sipping tea served by waiters. 

“It’s our job to let them (voters) know, and 
to educate the people,” enthuses Burshaid, a 
minor celebrity in the Gulf who also previously 
ran Qatar TV’s drama department. The Oct 2 
election is for 30 members of the 45-strong 
Shura Council, a body with limited powers that 
was previously appointed by the amir as an 
advisory chamber. 

While it is a rare nod to democracy in the  
region, observers say this is no turning point for 
Qatar, and point out that it comes with height-
ened scrutiny on the country ahead of next 
year’s World Cup. Burshaid’s laminated mani-
festo pledges action on both workers’ and 
women’s rights, issues for which the 2022 World 
Cup hosts have been criticized. 
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Campaigning  
muted as Qatar  
goes to polls

AL-WAKRAH, Qatar: Saeed Al-Burshaid, a candi-
date for Qatar’s inaugural Shura Council election, 
holds a campaign rally on Sept 19, 2021. — AFP 

JEDDAH: For years, Samar Rahbini 
thought it would be “impossible” to 
cycle in the streets of conservative 
Saudi Arabia, where women’s sport 
was long frowned upon. Now she runs 
the “Courage” mixed-gender cycling 
club in the Red Sea city of Jeddah, 

ignoring the raised eyebrows that 
persist despite the kingdom’s social 
reforms. “I chose the name ‘Courage’ 
because what we are doing takes 
courage... to go out on the streets and 
practice in public and in crowded 
places,” she told AFP.  

Still, Rahbini said the reactions 
have been vastly more subdued than 
before 2017, when the Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman kicked off a 
drive for liberalization. “The situation 
before 2017 was very difficult 
because of society’s reluctance to  
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Saudi Arabia’s  
women cyclists  
break norms

Abdul Kuddus Munsi interacts with his mother 
Mongola Nessa following their reunification. — AFP 

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi man in his 80s has been 
reunited with his nearly 100-year-old mother after 
about 70 years thanks to social media. Abdul Kuddus 
Munsi was sent to live with his uncle when he was 
about 10, but lost touch with his family after running 
away and being adopted by two sisters. “This is the 

happiest day of my life,” the 82-year-old told AFP 
from Brahmanbaria, the eastern border district where 
he was born in 1939. 

In April a businessman posted a video of Kuddus on 
Facebook, appealing for help finding his parents. All 
Kuddus could remember about his first decade was the 
name of his parents and his village. A distant relative in 
the village spotted the post and informed Kuddus that 
his mother, Mongola Nessa, thought to be in her late 
90s, was still alive. 

So Kuddus - himself a father to three grown-up 
sons and five daughters - travelled about 350 km from 
the western city of Rajshahi, to end the decades of 
estrangement. Over the weekend he was finally  
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Bangladesh mom 
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