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Kuwait remembers late Amir on 
first anniversary of his passing

His humanitarian efforts deeply recognized by international community

KUWAIT: As it marks today the first anniversary of 
the passing of its late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait remembers his great 
national and international contributions and achieve-
ments during his 14-year rule. On September 29, 
2020, Kuwait was deeply saddened by the departure 
of its leader at the age of 91. His passing was not only 
a loss to Kuwait but also to the Arab World and the 
international community, as the late Amir was known 
for his neutral policy in resolving conflicts, as well as 
his wise leadership. 

On January 29th, 2006, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
became Kuwait’s 15th ruler and the first to take the 
constitutional oath in front of the National Assembly 
since 1965. He was fully backed by members of the 
legislative and executive authorities. Since his 
assumption of power, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad was 
regionally and internationally appreciated for his 
wise leadership and diplomatic efforts to protect his 
country from any surrounding instability. Before 
becoming the ruler of Kuwait, the late Amir had also 
exerted great efforts in maintaining a neutral foreign 
policy as a former Foreign Minister. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad received many awards of 
appreciation during his time, the last one being on 
September 18, 2020, as former US President Donald 
Trump recognized him with the Legion of Merit 
Degree Chief Commander. The award is the highest 
US military medal given to a non-American, in appre-
ciation of Sheikh Sabah’s efforts and achievements. 

 
Rich resume 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad was the fourth son of 
Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
who sent him to Al-Mubarakiya school in his child-
hood, and later to different countries to continue his 
studies and gain experience. The first position he 
assumed was a member in the supreme executive 
committee in 1954, where he was tasked with main-
taining and monitoring the country’s interests. 
Moreover, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad became presi-
dent of the Department of Social Affairs and Labor in 
1955, where he organized job opportunities for for-

eign workers and launched a youth technical training 
center. He also launched centers for child-care, moth-
erhood, elderly and people with special needs, while 
encouraging women societies and sports clubs. 

Meanwhile, the late Amir supported arts and 
culture, opening the first center for national folk-
lore in 1956. In 1957, he became president of the 
department of publishing, where he issued the 
“Kuwait Al-Yawm” Gazette and established 
Kuwait’s printing center and supervised Al-Arabi 
Magazine. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad also supported 
re-issuing old books and documents. He formed a 
special committee for the “Writing Kuwait’s 
History” project, and played a role in issuing the 
law of media and publications. 

After the country’s independence in 1961, the late 
Amir was appointed as a member in the Constituency 
Assembly, which was tasked with writing Kuwait’s 
constitution. Sheikh Sabah was later appointed as 
minister of guidance and information in 1962, in the 
country’s first government. After the first parliamen-
tary election on 28 January, 1963, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad became Minister of Foreign Affairs, where he 
had great international achievements during his 40-
year term in the position, gaining the title “pioneer of 
the world’s diplomats” in appreciation of his efforts. 

 
Peace efforts 

Kuwaitis remember with pride the role of Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad as former Foreign Minister and how 
he raised the Kuwaiti flag over the UN’s building, 
after Kuwait became a member on May 11, 1963. The 
peace efforts of Kuwait’s late Amir were also deeply 
appreciated by Arab states, as he brought an end to 
the civil war in Yemen in August 1966. He also played 
a role in signing a peace agreement between South 
and North Yemen in October 1972, while he succeed-
ed in ending the media war between Yemen and 
Oman in 1984 and establishing diplomatic ties 
between the two countries. The wise and neutral 
leadership of the late Amir was key to protect 
Kuwait’s security and stability, as the country was 
surrounded by multiple dangers and instability, espe-

cially during the Iraqi-Iranian war from 1980 to 1988. 
While serving as Foreign Minister, Sheikh Sabah 
worked hard to boost Kuwait’s relations with the 
international community and build strong ties with 
the five permanent UN member countries. Such 
efforts served Kuwait well especially during the Iraqi 
Invasion in August 1990, as the international commu-
nity stood with the Kuwaiti right in regaining its sov-
ereignty by any means. 

Furthermore, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad served as 
Acting Minister of Information between February 2, 
1971, and February 3, 1975. On February 16, 1978, he 
was appointed as Deputy Prime Minister and on 
March 4, 1981, he became Minister of Information, in 
addition to Minister of Foreign Affairs until February 
9, 1982. On March 3, 1985, Sheikh Sabah was 
appointed as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs until October 18, 1992, when he 
became First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. On July 13, 2003, an Amiri decree was 
issued to appoint Sheikh Sabah as Prime Minister, 
which was the first time in Kuwait separating the 
Crown Prince position from the Prime Minister. 

 
Development boost 

As Prime Minister, Sheikh Sabah focused on devel-
opment, mainly in the economic field. He strongly 
encouraged the private sector and supported youth’s 
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), aiming to turn 
Kuwait into a regional financial center. Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad continued serving as Prime Minister until 
January 2006, when he became Kuwait’s ruler, suc-
ceeding late Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. During his ruling term, Kuwait saw a prominent 
development boost, supported by big projects such as 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Sea City, the first city executed by 
the private sector. Other projects launched include 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Hospital, Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Port, Jaber Al-Ahmad Bridge, Al-Zour Refinery, 
Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium, Kuwait 
Airport’s new terminal and multiple residential areas. 

Meanwhile, the humanitarian efforts of Sheikh 
Sabah were deeply recognized by the international 

community, leading the UN to present Kuwait with 
the “Humanitarian Center” title, and the 
“Humanitarian Leader” for the late Amir. The titles 
were presented by the UN after Kuwait had held the 
international donor conferences for Syria for three 
consecutive times, where the country pledged gener-
ous donations to support Syrian refugees. Also, 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad greatly supported the 
Palestinian cause and made it one of Kuwait’s top 
priorities, exerting great efforts to aid and ease the 
suffering of Palestinians. — KUNA

Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
KUWAIT: This picture taken on September 29, 2020 shows mourners carrying the coffin of the late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to be laid to rest at the Sulaibikhat cemetery. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: The Speaker of Kuwait National 
Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem said yester-
day, on the occasion of the first anniversary of 
the passing of late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, it is a chance to 
recall the traits of this “exceptional and wise 
leader.” In a press statement, Ghanem said “we 
should remember, with pride and gratitude, the 
late Amir who secured the country during an 
extremely sensitive regional and international 
conditions.” The late Amir was keen on solving 
problems of his people, and people of other 
countries and was keen to strengthen the val-
ues of moderation, accord and reconciliation, 
and rejected conflict and crises, Ghanem noted. 
“As much as we mourn the passing of our late 
Amir, we look high upon his successor, His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, who is faithful to the late 
Sheikh Sabah, and his wise, mature and far-
sighted politics,” Ghanem added. — KUNA

Speaker recalls 
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 mandatory on site. Visitors will 

need to be vaccinated or have a 
negative PCR test to enter. 

The United Arab Emirates, popu-
lation 10 million, has reported rap-
idly dwindling coronavirus cases in 
recent weeks, dropping below 300 
on Sunday - less than half the fig-
ure a fortnight earlier. Dubai’s ruler 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum is typically bullish about 
the fair, promising “the most excep-
tional Expo in the history of the 
event”. “Our nation’s talented citi-
zens  were able  to  convert  th is 
vision into a comprehensive plan 
for success, conveying a message 
to the world that our commitment 
to excellence makes us an impor-
tant  contr ibutor  to shaping the 
globe’s future,” he said, according 
to official media. 

The fair is another feather in the 
cap for Dubai , which has long 
strived for recognition with achieve-
ments such as the Burj Khalifa, the 
world’s tallest building at a towering 
828 m. UAE media highlighted a 
travel company report which named 
the building as the world’s most 
searched landmark, with The 
National  wondering:  “Has Expo 
2020 made Burj Khalifa the new 

Eiffel Tower?” “The core of World 
Expo has always been a sense of 
global spectacle, and the UAE’s built 
environment is well placed to give it 
just that,” said an opinion piece in 
the newspaper. 

The postponement has worked 
out well in one respect for the UAE, 
which celebrates the 50th anniver-
sary of  i ts  founding on Dec 2. 
Workers were putt ing the f inal 
touches on infrastructure and facili-
ties at the site this week as the clock 
ticked down to the delayed launch. A 
succession of politicians, business 
leaders, celebrities and sports peo-
ple are expected at Expo, whose 
diverse attract ions include the 
Harlem Globetrotters and a Chinese 
robot panda. 

A ful l-scale hyperloop cabin, 
touted as the future of long-distance 
travel and transport, is among the 
exhibits, while Egypt has imported 
an ancient coffin from pharaonic 
days. China has one of the largest 
pavilions - a LED-lit, lamp-shaped 
creation - while Morocco’s is made 
from traditional mud-building meth-
ods. The Dutch have a pyramid cov-
ered with edible plants and irrigated 
by solar-generated rainwater. 

Expo’s major themes are oppor-
tunity, mobility and sustainability, 
and the site centers on the imposing 
Al Wasl (“Connection”) Plaza, which 
will be lit by 360-degree projec-
tions on its giant dome. The fair-
grounds will be opened to the public 
on Friday. — AFP 

Dubai Expo  
to welcome...
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Burshaid praises the country’s Amir Sheikh Tamim 

bin Hamad Al-Thani and his 2030 development plan. 
“The system - we want to make it more open, and also 
to discuss modern issues,” says Burshaid, who is wear-
ing an immaculate white thobe and was ushered into 
the hall on a thick red carpet. The Shura will be allowed 
to propose legislation, approve the budget and recall 
ministers. But the all-powerful amir will wield a veto. 
After a pre-event break for prayers, the speech by 
Burshaid, a candidate for the 14th district, goes ahead 
uninterrupted, with neither of his two rivals present. 

Campaigning in the Arabian desert nation has been 
subdued for much of the 14-day period allotted for 
drumming up support. The candidates are mostly men, 
with just 28 women among the 284 hopefuls running 
for the 30 available council seats. The remaining 15 
seats will be appointed by the amir. Male voters at 
Burshaid’s segregated campaign event, who greet each 
other with customary kisses on the head, outnumber 
women five to one. 

Analysts say the influence of the Shura is likely to 
be limited, and expect many voters to cast ballots for 
family members. “I don’t think it portends great things 
for Qatar in terms of domestic legislation or reform,” 
said Michael Stephens, a senior fellow at the Foreign 
Policy Research Institute. Diplomatic sources suggest 
families and tribes have already conducted internal 
ballots to determine who will be elected for their con-
stituencies. 

Candidates will have to stand in electoral divisions 
linked to where their family or tribe was based in the 
1930s, using data compiled by the then-British author-
ities. Voter Nasser Al-Kuwari said he hoped people 
would not simply opt for those “closest to (their) family 
or friends”. — AFP 
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accept women in sport, especially 

cycling,” the 23-year-old told AFP. 
“There would be glares, people film-
ing and bewilderment, with people 
unable to comprehend what’s going 
on when we biked.” 

In the past, the involvement of 
Saudi women in sport has been met 
with hostility from some conservatives 
who see it as immoral and a gateway 
to indecent acts. But now women’s 
cycling has become far more common 
in Jeddah, where Rahbini and her 
friends glided past cars on a recent 
ride. She was wearing a black track-
suit, white jacket and a helmet, with 
her hair flowing underneath in the 
wind. “Now, the large number of 
women who cycle on almost a daily 
basis have made female cycling a 
familiar thing,” said Rahbini, whose 

club has hundreds of women mem-
bers. Saudi Arabia’s social changes 
have included allowing women to 
drive, the reopening of cinemas, and 
mixed-gender music concerts. 
Rahbini, who organizes bike tours and 
gives riding lessons twice a week, said 
she hopes to see more women and 
girls involved in cycling. The 
“Courage” club rents out bikes and all 
the necessary equipment for a small 
fee, or for free for those who cannot 
afford it, she said. 

For Fatima Salem, 44, cycling is not 
only fun but a great way to stay fit. “I 
used to cycle when I was a child, and it 
took me a long time to take it up 
again,” said the mother of four, who 
wore a headscarf and a pink T-shirt 
over her long-sleeved tracksuit. “What 
is happening is new to us and to 
women in society, and it is beautiful 
allowing women to discover their hob-
bies.” While Saudi Arabia is not 
equipped with bike lanes, Rahbini 
hopes that will soon change, urging the 
government to set up proper infra-
structure. “My dream is for every Saudi 
woman to cycle,” she said. — AFP 

Saudi Arabia’s  
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reunited with his mother, who iden-

tified him by a tear-mark on his hand, 
as well as his sister. “My mother is 

very old and she can’t speak proper-
ly,” he added. “She was crying after 
seeing me and holding my hands. I 
told her that your son is back and you 
don’t have to worry about anything 
from now.” “They held each other’s 
hands and cried for a long time as 
they were reunited,” Kuddus’s 
nephew Shafiqul Islam told AFP. 
“Hundreds of villagers who came to 
see this remarkable scene also have 
tears in their eyes.” — AFP 

Bangladesh 
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