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LONDON: The UK government yesterday faced calls
for nurses, police, teachers and other key workers to be
given priority at petrol pumps, as the army was put on
standby to ease a fuel supply crisis. Filling stations
across the country have seen long, snaking queues of
frustrated and angry motorists concerned that a short-
age of tanker drivers could lead to pumps running dry.
But four days of panic-buying, even as the government
insisted there was no shortage of fuel stocks, has left
some frontline public sector workers unable to get to
work.

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said there were
“tentative signs of stabilization”, as filling stations were
restocked, although that has not yet shortened queues.
But he blamed the public for panic-buying and the
pandemic, which prevented 30,000 heavy goods vehi-
cle drivers being tested, for the issue. “Once we all
return to our normal buying habits... the quicker we can
get back to normality,” he told Sky News. The British
Medical Association and the Royal College of Nursing,
however, said “urgent action” was still required, as
healthcare staff were increasingly unable to travel.

“We can’t be waiting in queues for two or three
hours for petrol or diesel when we have patients to
see,” BMA deputy chairman David Wrigley told Times
Radio. Britain’s biggest public sector workers’ union,
Unison, called for the government to trigger emergency
powers, as some local authorities mulled unilaterally
declaring a major incident to give priority to essential
staff.  Paramedic Jennifer Ward, 21, said she had to try
five different garages in Norfolk, eastern England,
before she could fill up her ambulance. “We work a
stressful job and we don’t need any added anxiety,” she
told the Daily Mail.

‘Get a grip’ 
The government maintains that a lack of tanker driv-

ers to deliver fuel and unprecedented demand is behind
the crisis, and the situation was likely to ease in the

coming days. Despite repeated denials throughout the
day, Prime Minister Boris Johnson late Monday
announced that troops had been put on alert to deploy
if required. Even The Sun newspaper, normally sup-
portive of Johnson, said the mixed messaging was
undermining public confidence, and accused the gov-
ernment of being “asleep at the wheel”. “Is anyone
actually in charge in Downing Street?” it asked in an
editorial. “Get a grip on it, PM. Public patience is close
to breaking point.”

Fuel shortages at filling stations are now having a
knock-on effect across several sectors. Dozens of non-
league football matches were called off because play-
ers and officials have been unable to travel, and some
schools said online lessons could return. The head of
the NASUWT teaching union, Patrick Roach, said pub-
lic transport was “simply not an option” for many
teachers, as their schools could only be reached by car.
David Brown, chair of the National Courier and
Despatch Association, told AFP his drivers were unable
to commit to some longer journeys as they were
“struggling to find fuel”.

‘Utter incompetence’ 
Britain was contending with a shortage of truckers

even before the shortfalls in tanker drivers began to
bite, with the resulting empty supermarket shelves and
delivery delays stoking fears of a lack of food and toys
for Christmas. The British Meat Processors Association
has said fears the panic-buying of fuel could make
existing supply chain problems to supermarkets worse
and cause further shortages.

The government insists Europe is facing the same
problem and has eased its post-Brexit immigration
rules for three months in the hope of enticing foreign
truckers back. But critics say that is unlikely to help,
blaming the country’s departure from the EU that took
full effect in January, combined with the pandemic, and
a failure to replace the thousands of overseas drivers

who left. The main opposition Labor party’s home
affairs spokesman, Nick Thomas-Symonds, accused the
government of “utter incompetence” and blamed it on
its “handling of Brexit”. “The blame lies squarely with
them, it lies with no-one else,” he added. 

Army on standby
Meanwhile, Britain put the army on standby to help

with the ongoing fuel crisis as fears over tanker driver
shortages led to panic buying, leaving many of the
country’s pumps dry. “Limited number of military
tanker drivers to be put on a state of readiness and
deployed if necessary to further stabilize fuel supply
chain,” the Department for Business, Energy &

Industrial Strategy said in a statement issued late on
Monday.

Desperate motorists queued up at fuel pumps across
Britain, draining tanks, fraying tempers and prompting
calls for the government to use emergency powers to
give priority access to healthcare and other essential
workers. The government says a lack of tanker drivers
to deliver fuel and unprecedented demand is behind the
crisis. The military drivers will receive specialized train-
ing before deploying if the crisis does not ease in the
coming days. “While the fuel industry expects demand
will return to its normal levels in the coming days, it’s
right that we take this sensible, precautionary step,”
said Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng. — AFP

Calls to prioritize key workers 
amid rising fuel crisis in UK

British army on standby as fuel pumps run dry

LONDON: Britain’s fuel crisis has led for calls to prioritize key workers when it comes to access to petrol.—AFP

DUBAI: In this file photo, a view of Bluewaters Island and the Ain Dubai (Dubai Eye) 250-metres high Ferris
wheel in the Gulf Emirate. —AFP

Greatest shows on 
earth: How expos 
changed the world
DUBAI: International expos, or world fairs, draw mil-
lions of visitors to a chosen city every few years. Over
two centuries these mega events have introduced the
world to tomato ketchup, color television and mobile
phones and have left us the Eiffel Tower, Seattle’s
Space Needle and Shanghai’s enormous China
Pavilion. This year it is the turn of Dubai in the United
Arab Emirates, which had to postpone the 2020 expo
because of the pandemic. We look at the history and
the organization of these major international gather-
ings. 

Born in Paris 
The first universal exposition took place in Paris in

1798 to show off French industrial know-how at the
dawn of the industrial revolution. Similar events took
place in the French capital sporadically until 1849. 

London’s Crystal Palace 
Imperial Britain then took up the challenge, inviting

industrialists and inventors from around the world to
London in 1851, marking the birth of genuinely univer-
sal exhibitions. An immense glass “Crystal Palace” was
built to host nearly 14,000 exhibitors from 40 coun-
tries in Hyde Park. Later reassembled in the south
London suburb that still bears its name, the building
was destroyed by a fire in 1936.

Paris strikes back 
Among the six million visitors to the Crystal Palace

was Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte, the future Napoleon
III, who decided to create a universal exposition in the
French capital. In 1855 the expo was held in an enor-
mous building called the Palace of Industry and Fine
Arts near the Champs Elysees, which was demolished
at the end of the 19th century to make way for an even
bigger expo.

Millions of visitors 
From then on they became major global events with

32 million people attending the Paris expo of 1889 to
see the latest inventions and gadgets, and 51 million
coming in 1900. The record is held by the Chinese city
of Shanghai, which drew 73 million visitors in 2010. 

Propaganda tool 
As well as symbolizing the triumph of modernity,

the fairs have often been used for propaganda. The
Paris expo of 1867 celebrated the victories of
Napoleon III-three years before his ignominious
downfall. And the expo of 1937 saw a titanic ideologi-
cal clash between the German Third Reich and the
Soviet Union, whose pavilions faced each other near
the Eiffel Tower.

Meanwhile the Spanish pavilion showed
“Guernica”, Pablo Picasso’s immense canvas denounc-
ing fascist violence, during the country’s civil war that
dictator General Francisco Franco would later win.

Iconic landmarks 
The expos have also created some of the world’s

most famous monuments, not least the Eiffel Tower, the
centerpiece of the 1889 Paris expo. The city’s Grand
and Petit Palais, and its Chaillot and Tokyo palaces of
culture, were also inherited from expos.

Seattle’s Space Needle became the emblem of the
US city after it was built for the 1962 world fair, just as
the huge steel spheres of the Atomium sculpture had
helped put Brussels on the map five years earlier.

Every five years 
Since 1928 the Paris-based International

Exhibitions Bureau has run the expos. Some 170 coun-
tries are members and the host city is chosen by a vote
of its general assembly. Since 2000 international
expos have taken place every five years, with a hiatus
in 2020 due to the pandemic. The 2025 expo is
planned for Osaka in Japan.

‘Promoting progress’ 
A universal expo is expected to both mirror and

predict the needs of contemporary society. The event
is meant to improve knowledge, respond to human and
social aspirations and promote progress.

In Milan in 2015 the theme was “Feeding the planet,
energy for life!” after Shanghai in 2010 organized
under the banner of “Better city, better life” and Aichi
in Japan centered on the idea of “Nature’s wisdom” in
2005. — AFP

KUWAIT: With the onset of the festive season,
Kalyan Jewellers, one of the most trusted and leading
jewelry companies, has announced exciting cashback
offers on its distinctive jewelry collections. As part of
this festive offer, customers will be able to maximise
the value of their purchases with up to 25 percent
cashback on their jewelry purchases.

While up to 25 percent cashback can be availed on
making charges of gold jewelry, up to 20 percent
cashback offer is available on the diamond jewelry col-
lection. On precious stone jewelry and uncut diamond
jewelry, cashback is up to 20 percent. Cashback offers
can be availed in the form of instantly redeemable
vouchers. These offers are valid until Nov 30th, 2021,
across all showrooms in Kuwait.

Customers can also avail the benefits of the Gold
Rate Protection Offer by paying 10 percent advance of
the total intended purchase amount and booking their
jewelry at the current market price of gold. This unique
offer enables customers to lock-in the price of gold
and stay protected from future price hikes and fluctua-
tions. Ramesh Kalyanaraman, Executive Director,
Kalyan Jewellers said, “With the arrival of the festive
season, we are drawing closer to a time of joy and
togetherness. At Kalyan Jewellers, we want to mark the

country’s undying spirit of celebration by extending
the festive - discount offers to our customers, allowing
them to take home the latest jewelry designs from
Kalyan Jewellers and the love and happiness that come
along with it.”

Kalyan Jewellers has rolled out extensive measures
to ensure a safe retail environment for the brand’s
employees and customers. The staff is 100% vaccinat-
ed and apart from common practices such as tempera-
ture check with thermal guns, double masking or pro-
viding safety gloves to customers, frequent deep
cleaning of high touchpoints, sterilization and contact-
less billing have all been implemented in showrooms. 

With the growing impetus on social distancing,
Kalyan Jewellers has also launched the LIVE video
shopping facility (https://campaigns.
kalyanjewellers.net/livevideoshopping/) through which
consumers can browse through the Kalyan Jewellers’
jewellery collections at the comfort of their homes.

Patrons will also receive the Kalyan Jewellers 4-Level
Assurance Certificate which guarantees purity, free life-
time maintenance of ornaments, detailed product infor-
mation and transparent exchange and buy-back policies.
The certification is part of the brand’s commitment
towards offering the very best to its loyalists.   

ABK raises 
awareness of 
services for special
needs customers 
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK), contin-
ues its efforts in raising awareness on the impor-
tance of services for special needs customers, in
line with Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) and Kuwait
Banking Association’s (KBA) nation-wide aware-
ness campaign, ‘Let’s Be Aware’. This initiative also
aligns with the Bank’s commitment to building a
financially inclusive community across all segments
of society. 

ABK provides specialized branches for people
with special needs in each governorate of Kuwait
with customized facilities designed to meet their
specific requirements. Across the branch network,
there is at least one wheelchair-accessible ATM
and an easily accessible private glass chamber
equipped with headphones. The Bank also ensures
every branch has reserved parking spaces with
wheelchair access, and where necessary, elevators
to facilitate easy entry and exit as well as reserve
wheelchairs in each branch.

ABK has a number of personnel proficient in
sign language as well as the ability to print docu-
ments in Braille, to ensure clients with special needs
can bank independently. In addition, the Bank has
incorporated sign language into all its social media
videos for the ‘Let’s Be Aware’ campaign. ABK’s
website also features voice guidance services,
allowing customers to assess and document their
experience independently.

ABK is an ardent supporter of CBK initiatives
and campaigns to increase financial awareness and
inculcate banking culture amongst all segments of
society. The ‘Let’s Be Aware’ campaign adds to
Central Bank of Kuwait’s track record of safeguard-
ing financial and economic stability in Kuwait.

Kalyan Jewellers announces 
festive season offers, discounts

UK risks ‘crippling’ 
food security: 
Trade group
LONDON: The UK government’s crash program of
visas for foreign poultry workers risks being too lit-
tle, too late to avert food shortages, an industry
group said Monday. The government’s post-Brexit
immigration and trade policies “risk crippling British
food security”, and longer-term solutions are need-
ed, British Poultry Council Chief Executive Richard
Griffiths said.

The announcement of a temporary visa scheme
for 5,500 poultry workers and 5,000 lorry drivers
for the three months to Christmas was “a positive
step in the right direction”, he said in a statement.

“Nevertheless, there is a risk that this interven-
tion comes too late,” Griffiths warned.

“Supply chains are not something that can be
simply switched on and off, so plans for production
are already well underway and the necessary cut-
backs due to ongoing labor shortages have already
been made.” In part driven by the government’s
restrictions on EU workers after Brexit, Britain is
facing critical shortages of personnel in key sectors.

Fuel pumps have run dry as panic-buying drains
tanks at petrol stations, after energy companies
were unable to find enough drivers to make deliver-
ies last week. The government said it was not “cur-
rently” planning to draft in army reservists to drive
fuel tankers. “But as a responsible government, we
are taking the preparatory steps necessary should
further measures be needed,” a Downing Street
spokesman said. Trade groups are warning of
Christmas shortages for turkeys and toys, and say
the three-month visa program falls well short of
what is needed.

“On the short-term I think that will be a dead
end,” Edwin Atema of the Dutch FNV union, which
represents lorry drivers across Europe, told BBC
radio. “So more is needed, and I think the EU work-
ers we speak to will not go to the UK for a short-
term visa to help UK out of the shit they created
themselves.” — AFP


