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A cassette with the recording of four Danish schoolboys’ interviews with John Lennon and
Yoko Ono during the famous couple’s winter stay in Thy, in Jutland, Denmark, in 1970, along
with polaroid photos, are pictured at Bruun Rasmussen Auction House in Copenhagen.

In this file photo taken on May 17, 1971 music legend John Lennon and his
wife Yoko Ono pose for photographers in Cannes where they presented their
movies ‘Apotheosis’ and ‘The Flu’. — AFP photos

A1970 tape of John Lennon singing
a hitherto unheard song called
“Radio Peace” and expressing

frustration at his Beatles image to a
group of Danish schoolboys goes under
the hammer on Tuesday in Copenhagen.
The 33-minute tape was recorded on
January 5, 1970 when the former Beatle
spent winter in a remote corner of Jutland
in western Denmark with his wife Yoko
Ono. Back then four eager boys, writing
for their high school newspaper, braved a
snowstorm in the hope of interviewing
their idol.

They clinched the interview. The topics
ranged from the couple’s peace cam-
paign, the Beatles, Lennon’s hair and his
frustration with his image as part of the
“Fab Four”. Lennon and Ono were
famous for staging lie-ins and singing

songs of peace as the Vietnam War
raged. “We went into the living room and
saw John and Yoko sitting on the sofa, it
was fantastic. We sat down with them
and were quite close to each other,”
Karsten Hojen, one of the tape’s owners,

told AFP. “I was sitting next to Yoko Ono
and John Lennon was sitting next to Yoko
and we talked, we had a good time,” said
Hojen, who is now 68.

“He stretched out his legs on the table
with his woollen socks. It was just cosy,”
he added. Lennon and his wife arrived in
Denmark in December 1969 to sort out
the future of Ono’s five-year-old daughter
Kyoko, who was living with her father in
northern Jutland. By then, the Beatles
had recorded their last album, Abbey
Road, and even though it was not official,
the group had parted ways.

For a museum or Yoko? 
Although Lennon and Ono spent their

first week in Denmark incognito, the
press found out and the singer organized
a news conference that coincided with

the first day of the school term. Hojen
and his friends convinced the headmas-
ter to let them skip class to talk peace
and music with the singer, a few months
before the Beatles officially disbanded.
Hojen and his friends said they decided
to part with the audio cassette because
they could not imagine sharing it among
their numerous children.

“We would be happy if a museum was
interested, or why not Yoko Ono herself?”
the cultural consultant said. Labeled with
the name “Skyrum Bjerge”, the hamlet
where it was made, the recording is of
decent quality. “You have to sit back and
take some time to listen to it and hope for
the best,” said Alexa Bruun Rasmussen,
director of branding at Bruun Rasmussen
Auction House which is handling the sale.
“They actually play ‘Give Peace a

Chance’, but with different words,” she
said.

The recording also includes the unre-
leased song “Radio Peace”, and is
“heartfelt” and “unique”, Bruun
Rasmussen said, adding that the tape
and photos could fetch up to 40,000
euros ($46,000). Whoever buys it will not
have the right to use it for profit. “John
Lennon is talking to young schoolboys,
they share the passion of the peace mes-
sage. And it comes across clearly that
there’s a connection between them,” she
said. Although Hojen has recounted that
winter day in detail to his children and
grandchildren, he will no longer have any
trace of it after the sale as the owners
have not digitized the recording. — AFP

In this file photo taken on January 26, 1970 John Lennon plays guitar with
his wife Yoko Ono in Herred, Jutland in Denmark. 

A cassette with the recording of four Danish
schoolboys’ interviews with John Lennon and
Yoko Ono.

Moroccan street artist Omar Lhamzi works on a mural during the ‘Jidar’
street art festival in the capital Rabat.

Moroccan street artist Imane Droby works on a mural. — AFP photos

Artist Omar Lhamzi donned a bright
yellow vest and paint-splattered
shoes, selected a brush and set to

work on his latest canvas-the wall of a
house in Morocco’s seaside capital Rabat.
Lhamzi is one of a new generation of
artists whose murals are changing the
face of Morocco’s cities. A wander through
Rabat’s avenues and alleyways reveals an
array of freshly painted works, in which
larger-than-life fantasy creatures co-inhab-
it with realistic portraits and scenes of daily
life. Their creators flocked from across the
North African kingdom and beyond to
Rabat last week for Jidar-Arabic for “wall”-
a festival dedicated to street art.

Lhamzi used the side of a house in the
working-class district of Yaacoub Al
Mansour for his latest work, a man with six
ears and green and pink skin floating in
darkness, with clouds that echo Vincent
van Gogh’s “Starry Night”. The 25-year-
old, who goes by the alias Bo3bo3, com-
pleted his first murals in the seaside city of
Agadir four years ago. But he had not
been expecting it to become his main field
when he graduated in 2018 from the pres-
tigious National School of Fine Arts in the
northern city of Tetouan. “I never imagined
that my work would be visible in the public
space,” he said. Today, however, he cov-
ers walls with bright colours, creating a
surrealist world full of references to skating

and video games, breaking the monotony
of the urban landscape.

Growing interest 
In another part of the capital, Imane

Droby perches on a stool in front of a
school wall, tracing out a realistic portrait
of a woman embroidering. The 36-year-old
from Casablanca says she, too, fell into
painting murals “sort of by accident”. “I got
a taste for it. It’s great to transform a blank
wall into a work of art,” she said. She
added that street art “is difficult for every-
one but even more so for women. You
have make double the effort to make your
mark.”

It is an art form that has flourished
since the early 2000s in Morocco’s com-
mercial capital of Casablanca. A decade
later in 2013, the Sbagha Bagha festival
stirred a new level of public interest in
murals. “At first it was really complicated,
because unlike graffiti or stenciling, paint-
ing murals requires organization,” said
Salah Malouli, artistic director of Sbagha
Bagha and Jidar. “At the time, nobody felt
comfortable working in public. There was
lots of apprehension.” But today both resi-
dents and institutions show more interest
in murals, Malouli said, and in recent years
the artworks have graced walls not just in
big cities like tourist hub Marrakesh but
also in more remote areas.

Portraits erased 
The artworks are not always valued by

landlords or the authorities. The municipal-
ity of the northern port city of Tangiers
sparked outrage over the summer by start-
ing to erase a tribute to French-Moroccan
photographer Leila Alaoui, who was killed
in a 2016 jihadist attack in Burkina Faso.
The authorities later reversed the decision.
Malouli said the artworks are most vulner-
able in Casablanca, where flyposting often
covers walls. “Public space is invaded by
informal advertising, which complicates
our work,” he said. Two works by Italian
street artist Millo were erased in recent
years. Yet for the artists involved in Jidar,
there is no question of giving up.

“It’s the price of working in public
space-you have to accept what happens,
both good and bad,” Malouli said. Despite
the challenges, Lhamzi sees street art as
a way of “learning to speak and listen to
people”. And every year, the scene is
growing, with new artists contributing to a
collective wall-just as Lhamzi and Droby
started out. For visual artist Yassine
Balbzioui who managed the wall this year,
the art form has wings. In the street,
“everything is possible”, he said. — AFP

David Aguilar was five when he first
discovered Lego, entering a world
where it didn’t matter he was miss-

ing his forearm, and four years later, he
built his first prosthesis with it. Now on the
verge of finishing a degree in bioengineer-
ing, he dreams of working to help other
children who, like him, were born different.
Aguilar was born without a right forearm
as a result of Poland syndrome, a rare
disorder which can cause severe abnor-
malities in the shoulder, arm or hand, but
it has not stopped him from living his life. 

Now 22, this Andorran student-who
has been obsessed with robots since he

was a child-has little free time: Aside from
finishing his degree, he gives motivational
speeches, has written a book and taken
part in an innovation conference run by
NASA. But getting here hasn’t been easy
and his face hardens as he recalls the
years when building things with Lego was
his only refuge from bullying. 

“When I was a teenager, I carried on
playing with Lego because it was a way of
escaping the bullying, it really helped me
ignore all the jibes I had to put up with
every day,” he told AFP at his university
residence near Barcelona. During his
teens, he set up a YouTube channel call-
ing himself “Hand Solo”, a play on the
name of smuggler-pilot hero Han Solo
from the early “Star Wars” films.  Over the
years, he fine-tuned his construction skills
and by the age of 17, he had managed to
create a fully-functioning Lego prosthetic
that allowed him to do his first-ever
pushups with two arms. 

Since then, he has further refined his
technique, proudly showing off his latest
version, the MK5, which has a much more
sleek robotic look and long pale-blue “fin-

gers” which are activated by muscles
operating a motorized pulley. Long accus-
tomed to life without his forearm, Aguilar
doesn’t use a prosthesis every day but he

knows that many people do, and that it
can cost many thousands of euros for the
newest models.  “Since I made that first
prosthesis, I realized that I had the power
to help other people. And when I looked in
the mirror and saw myself with two arms, I
thought that other people really might
need that too,” he said. 

Arming an 8-year-old 
After he was awarded the Guinness

World Record for creating the first func-
tional Lego prosthetic arm in 2017, news
about Hand Solo’s wizardry quickly
spread.  Finding his story online earlier
this year, Zaure Bektemissova decided to
write him an email from her home in
northeastern France. Her son Beknur, she
wrote, was eight-years-old and had no
arms. The doctors couldn’t make him a
normal prosthesis and she was looking for
help. 

“Prosthetics are mostly standard, they
are big and heavy, so for his spine it was
not a good idea,” she told AFP at her
home in Strasbourg where the family has
lived for two years since her husband took

up a diplomatic post at the Kazakhstan
consulate. Aguilar promised to try and at
the end of August, Bektemissova and her
son drove 1,300 kilometers (800 miles) to
Andorra, a tiny principality in the Pyrenees
mountains, sandwiched between Spain
and France, to meet him and try out the
new prosthesis he’d made. 

Made entirely of Lego, the lightweight
device has a pincer-like grabble at the
end which Beknur can control with a
cord manipulated by his left foot.  “Now I
can grab things with my hand, before I
couldn’t,” beams Beknur, throwing a ball
to his brother.  Having that extra bit of
independence has really helped, his
mum says. “He can do a lot of things
with it so his self-esteem is high now,
compared to what was before,” she
smiles.  And the experience has inspired
Aguilar. “If I did it for Beknur, why not for
any other boy or girl who’s missing an
arm or a leg or a foot?” he says, his
eyes alight with ideas. — AFP

Oldest bone tools
for clothesmaking
found in Morocco

Archaeologists in Morocco have iden-
tified clothesmaking tools fashioned
from bone dating back 120,000

years, the oldest ever found, one of the
researchers said. “It’s a major discovery
because while older bone tools have been
found elsewhere, it’s the first time we have
identified bone tools (this old) that were
used to make clothing,” Moroccan archae-
ologist Abdeljalil El Hajraoui said. The inter-
national team discovered more than 60
tools in Contrebandiers (Smugglers) Cave,
less than 20 kilometers (12 miles) from the
North African country’s capital. They had
been “intentionally shaped for specific tasks
that included leather and fur working”, the
team wrote in a study published in the jour-
nal iScience. The discovery could help
answer questions on the origins of modern
human behaviour, said El Hajraoui, a
researcher at the National Institute of
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
(INSAP). “Sewing is a behavior that has
lasted” since prehistory, he told AFP. 

“Tools like those discovered in the cave
were used for 30,000 years, which proves
the emergence of collective memory.” The
iScience paper predicted that “given the

level of specialization of the bone tool
material culture at Contrebandiers Cave, it
is likely that earlier examples will be found.”
The team also discovered living spaces
dug into the ground or built in the cave, as
well as perforated seashells apparently
used as ornaments.

“This was a cultural evolution that still
needs study,” El Hajraoui said. Morocco
has been the location of a number of sig-
nificant archaeological findings, including
on Wednesday when the country’s culture
ministry announced that researchers in a
cave near Essaouira, about 400 kilometers
southwest of Rabat, had discovered a col-
lection of about 30 shaped marine snail
shells dating back as much as 150,000
years.  In a statement, it said they were
“the oldest ornaments ever discovered”.
That followed an announcement in July
when archaeologists revealed the discov-
ery of North Africa’s oldest Stone Age
hand-axe manufacturing site, dating back
1.3 million years.

The find pushed back by hundreds of
thousands of years the start date in
North Africa of the Acheulian stone tool
industry associated with a key human
ancestor, Homo erectus, researchers on
the team told journalists in Rabat. In
2017, the discovery of five fossils at
Jebel Irhoud in Morocco, estimated at
300,000 years old, overturned evolution-
ary science when they were designated
Homo sapiens. — AFP

2017 Guinness World record holder and 2020
Lego Masters France winner, Andorran uni-
versity student David Aguilar, poses with his
self-built prosthetic arm, made with Lego
pieces, in Sant Cugat del Valles, near
Barcelona. — AFP  

Archeologists walk to enter the Contrebandiers (Smugglers) Cave less than 20 kilometers
from the Moroccan capital Rabat. — AFP 


