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De Gea seeks redemption as Villarreal 
threaten Manchester United once more

MANCHESTER: Manchester United cross paths 
with Villarreal once more tonight in desperate need 
of a win to avoid another European embarrassment 
and ease the rising pressure on Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer. The Yellow Submarine emerged 11-10 
winners from a marathon penalty shootout when the 
sides last met in the Europa League final in May to 
win their first ever major trophy. 

Defeat extended Solskjaer’s wait for silverware 
as United boss since taking charge in December 
2019, but goalkeeper David de Gea was the fall guy 
in Gdansk. The Spanish international’s failure to 
stop a single Villarreal penalty was compounded 
when he was the only player from the 22 on both 
sides to fail to score from the spot. At the time it 
looked like De Gea’s days as United number one 
may be up, despite being one of the highest paid 
players in the Premier League. 

Solskjaer had already handed the reigns to Dean 

Henderson towards the of the Premier League sea-
son and his decision not to at least bring on the 
England goalkeeper, who boasts a far better penalty 
record, became another stick with which to beat his 
management of the final. 

But Henderson’s health 
suffered badly after testing 
positive for coronavirus 
during pre-season, giving 
De Gea the gloves for the 
start of the campaign. 
Despite a mixed bag of 
results, United would be 
even worse off if it wasn’t 
for the 30-year-old’s 
return to form. 

De Gea produced a series of miraculous saves as 
the Red Devils escaped with a 1-0 win at Wolves. 
And he ended his hoodoo of failing to save 41 penal-

ties on the trot for club and country when he denied 
Mark Noble in stoppage time of a dramatic 2-1 vic-
tory at West Ham. 

“I try to train very well, to show that I’m ready 
and then go to the game 
with the same spirit , 
experience and quality 
for the team,” said De 
Gea. “I feel well, I fell 
strong, I feel confident.  
I ’m really happy and 
that’s the most important 
thing.” 

However, those wins 
at Molineux and the 
London Stadium 

papered over cracks that are beginning to show in 
United’s unbalanced squad. Solskjaer’s men have 
lost three of their past four games despite adding 

Cristiano Ronaldo and Jadon Sancho to a squad 
already rich in attacking talent. 

The English giants only dropped into the Europa 
League last season after crashing out at the group 
stages. And anything less than revenge against 
Villarreal would leave them in severe danger of 
doing the same again after losing their group open-
er to Swiss side Young Boys. 

The excitement generated by Ronaldo’s return to 
Old Trafford has only intensified the scrutiny on 
Solskjaer to deliver in his third full season in charge. 
But his Champions League record of seven defeats 
in 11 games does not make for pretty reading. 

Solskjaer is yet to find the right midfield balance 
to carry the defensive burden for his array of 
attacking talent. And he may be even more reliant 
on De Gea for the visit of Unai Emery’s men with 
defenders Harry Maguire and Luke Shaw major 
doubts due to injury. — AFP

LONDON: Manchester United’s Spanish goalkeeper David de Gea (center) and Manchester United’s English midfielder Jesse Lingard (right) celebrate on the pitch after the English Premier League football match 
between West Ham United and Manchester United at The London Stadium, in east London on September 19, 2021. — AFP

Maguire, Shaw 
doubtful for 

key match

LAUSANNE: UEFA says that it is 
dropping its disciplinary case 
against Real Madrid, Barcelona and 
Juventus over their involvement in 
the controversial European Super 
League, to comply with a ruling 
from a Madrid court. 

European football’s governing 
body said late Monday that “the 
proceedings (are) null and void, as 
if the proceedings had never been 
opened”. It is the latest chapter in 
an affair that sent shockwaves 
through football. 

The three heavyweight clubs 
were among 12 “founders” who 
caused uproar in April with their 
proposal for the elite breakaway 
league. The nine others quickly 
backed down when fans and other 
clubs reacted with fury to the ini-
t iat ive, but Real  Madrid, 
Barcelona and Juventus have 
refused to buckle. 

UEFA, which had been pursuing 
the three clubs over what it called a 
potential violation of UEFA’s legal 
framework, also said that it “will not 

request payment” from the other 
nine clubs including English sides 
Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool, 
Manchester City, Manchester 
United and Tottenham Hotspur. 

The Premier League clubs had 
agreed to pay a combined £22 mil-
lion as a gesture of “goodwill” over 
the affair. The other three clubs 
among the 12 were Atletico Madrid, 
AC Milan and Inter Milan. 

Experts say that the notion of a 
Super League is by no means dead 
in the water and Barcelona presi-
dent Joan Laporta recently warned 
that the Super League was “still 
alive”. He said that the Super 
League would mean “financial sus-
tainability for the clubs and make 
for a more attractive competition”. 

UEFA on Monday signaled its 
intention to continue fighting its 
corner. “UEFA will continue to take 
all necessary steps, in strict accor-
dance with national and EU law, in 
order to defend the interests of 
UEFA and of all football stakehold-
ers,” it said. — AFP

UEFA drops case against 
European Super League rebels

LOS ANGELES: An emotional Dak 
Prescott threw three touchdowns in his 
first home game in almost a year as the 
Dallas Cowboys cruised past Philadelphia 
41-21 in an NFL clash for first place in the 
NFC East. Prescott completed 21 of 26 
passes for 238 yards on Monday night in 
his first game back at the Cowboys’ stadi-
um since severely breaking his right ankle 
in a contest against the New York Giants 
last October. 

With tears running down his face, 
Prescott stood for the pre-game anthem 
and said that he had been thinking about 
all the hard work it took to get back to 
being a starting quarterback again. “A 
couple of times (got emotional). During the 
warmup, pre-game, and then the anthem. 
Then it was go time,” Prescott said. “I am 
just thankful of everything I have been 
through to be back here doing what I am 
doing.” 

Ezekiel Elliott rushed for two scores to 
help the Cowboys improve to 2-1 on the 
season and move past the Eagles atop the 
division. “This offense is playing together,” 

Prescott said. “We got a great brother-
hood. Everyone is holding each other 
accountable, it is fun to be part of.” 

Trevon Diggs returned an interception 
for a touchdown, Dalton Schultz had six 
catches for 80 yards and two touchdowns, 
and Cedrick Wilson caught one touch-
down pass in the win. Quarterback Jalen 
Hurts was 25-of-39 passing for 326 yards, 

two touchdowns and two interceptions for 
the Eagles, who dropped to 1-2. 

The Cowboys moved ahead to stay 
late in the first quarter when Prescott 
connected with Schultz on a 19-yard 
touchdown pass. Elliott scored from the 
three to give Dallas a 20-7 lead with 7:10 
left in the first half and there was no 
looking back. — KUNA 

Prescott stars for 
Dallas in first home 
game since injury

ARLINGTON: Dak Prescott #4 of the Dallas Cowboys looks for an open receiver in 
the first half while playing the Philadelphia Eagles at AT&T Stadium on Monday in 
Arlington, Texas. — AFP


