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News in brief

New Cabinet takes oath in 
heated Assembly session

Lawmakers spar in first session in weeks • MP files to grill defense minister
By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: Lawmakers yesterday exchanged insults 
and harsh words in a tension-packed National 
Assembly session held for the first time after a 10-
week halt following the resignation of the Cabinet, 
forcing the speaker at one point to adjourn the 
meeting. The day began with members of the new 
Cabinet taking the oath to become members of the 
Assembly, based on the Kuwaiti constitution. The 
swearing-in was boycotted by 13 opposition MPs as 
a sign of noncooperation with the government 

The main exchanges took place among MPs 
Obaid Al-Wasmi, Mohammad Al-Mutair, Thamer 
Al-Suwait, Khaled Al-Otaibi, Farz Al-Daihani, Saad 
Al-Khanfour, Fayez Al-Jamhour and others. The 
day’s action culminated with a grilling filed by 
opposition MP Hamdan Al-Azemi against Defense 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah over 
allowing women to become soldiers and not taking 
enough actions against suspected corruption in the 
multibillion-dollar deal to purchase dozens of 
Eurofighter warplanes.  

Hamdan is accusing the minister of breaching the 
country’s traditions by allowing Kuwaiti women to 
join the army as soldiers. He also said that he will 
explain with documents the suspected corruption in 
the Eurofighter deal. The defense minister said he is 
prepared to debate the grilling right now, describ-
ing it as a grilling against Kuwaiti women. The 
debate of the grilling is expected to take place after 
two weeks. 
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OPEC+ agrees on modest hike 
 
LONDON: OPEC and its allies decided yester-
day to maintain their policy of modestly boost-
ing oil output next month as the rapidly spread-
ing Omicron variant has so far not heavily hit 
demand. The OPEC+ grouping has resisted US 
pressure for a wider opening of the taps in 
response to high energy prices fueling a surge 
in inflation across the world. After a short video-
conference meeting, the group said it had 
agreed to raise output by 400,000 barrels per 
day in February.— AFP (See Page 8)

Apple reaches $3tn valuation 
 
NEW YORK: Apple became the first US com-
pany to hit $3 trillion in market value, briefly 
reaching the landmark on Monday in the latest 
demonstration of the tech industry’s pandemic 
surge. The iPhone maker scaled the record level 
near 1845 GMT, reaching $182.88 a share before 
slipping back slightly. The tech giant also was 
the first US company to hit $2 trillion in Aug 
2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic that 
stoked demand for personal electronics and dig-
ital services. — AFP 

Old BlackBerries will not work 
 
NEW YORK: Nostalgic for those mobile 
phones with a physical keyboard? Brace your-
self, because as of yesterday many models of the 
once-indispensable BlackBerry devices no 
longer work. The Canadian company has decid-
ed to pull the plug on new updates of its operat-
ing system, meaning most BlackBerries that 
became synonymous with the emerging mobile 
digital culture of recent decades will not operate 
correctly after Jan 4. — AFP  

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday said 1,482 more peo-
ple tested positive for COVID-19 over the past 24 
hours, taking the country’s total caseload to 
420,796, health ministry data showed. Some 201 
more people recovered from the virus, taking total 
recoveries to 412,274, according to Health Ministry 

Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad. He added the 
recovery to positive case ratio stands at 98 percent. 
The death toll from the pandemic remained 
unchanged at 2,468, while 38 people are hospital-
ized with the virus, nine of whom are in intensive 
care, he told KUNA. Some 22,159 swab tests were 
conducted over the past day, taking total tests to 
6,047,491. 

Meanwhile, the United States reported more 
than one million new COVID-19 cases Monday after 
the long New Year’s weekend, according to data 
from Johns Hopkins University, as the Omicron vari-
ant spreads at a blistering pace. There were 
1,080,211 new cases in the country, a global record, 

although the number of cases reported on a 
Monday is usually higher than other days because 
of delays in weekend tallying, especially after such a 
three-day holiday weekend. 

Still, the figure is double the number of daily cas-
es compared to the previous Monday. The rolling 
average over seven days - which experts see as 
more reliable - was 486,000 cases per day as of 
Monday evening, the university said. The new figure 
comes a day after top US pandemic advisor 
Anthony Fauci said the country was experiencing 
“almost a vertical increase” in COVID-19 cases, 
adding the peak may be only weeks away. 
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MUSCAT: This picture taken yesterday shows completely flooded cars in a park-
ing lot outside a shopping center. — AFP 

MUSCAT: Authorities in Oman 
reported heavy rainfall yesterday, 
calling on citizens to avoid heading to 
valleys and beaches due to rising 
water levels, the official Oman News 
Agency reported. Omani police 
closed several roads, including a high-
way in the capital Muscat, due to a 
significant “water accumulation”, it 

added. The education ministry sus-
pended classes and exams in most 
parts of the sultanate. 

Bad weather has affected other 
Gulf countries in the Gulf in recent 
days, with several issuing weather 
warnings. Torrential rainfall has hit the 
United Arab Emirates, including Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi, and caused wide-
spread flooding in the region. 
Meanwhile, at least eight people have 
been killed in flash flooding in Iran’s 
south due to heavy rains expected to 
last until later this week, state media 
reported yesterday. “Following the 
floods and rains of the past few days 
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SAN JOSE, California: Elizabeth Holmes walks outside 
the federal court after she was found guilty in her 
fraud trial on Monday. — AFP 

SAN JOSE, California: Fallen US biotech star 
Elizabeth Holmes was convicted on Monday of 
defrauding investors in her blood-testing startup 
Theranos, in a high-profile case seen as an indict-
ment of Silicon Valley culture. Holmes is a rare 
example of a tech exec being brought to book over 

a company flaming out, in a sector littered with the 
carcasses of money-losing companies that once 
promised untold riches. 

Her case shone a spotlight on the blurred line 
between the hustle that characterizes the industry 
and outright criminal dishonesty. Jurors took seven 
days of deliberations to reach their verdict, finding 
her guilty of four counts of tricking investors into 
pouring money into what she claimed was a revolu-
tionary testing system. But the panel - who had lis-
tened to weeks of sometimes complex evidence - 
also acquitted her on four charges and could not 
reach a verdict on three others. 
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