
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service 
provider in Kuwait, held a third COIVD-19 vacci-
nation campaign for its staff at its main headquar-
ters in Shuwaikh in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Health. The company provided the booster shot 
of the COVID-19 vaccine to its employees with the 
aim of supporting the nation’s efforts in immuniz-
ing the community during the present time. 

Zain considers itself an active partner of the 
Ministry of Health and other institutions in pro-
tecting the local community against the threats of 
the pandemic. Since the early days of the crisis, 
Zain was keen on effectively responding to the 
efforts of various authorities in the nation by sup-
porting initiatives and programs that contributed 
to lessening the health, economic, and social 
impacts of the pandemic.  

The third internal vaccination campaign came 
as a continuation of the first two campaigns Zain 
held back in June and July of last year, where a 
large number of staff received their vaccinations at 
the company’s main headquarters. The Ministry of 
Health’s team was present a third time to adminis-
ter booster shots in an effort to reinforce the 
immunity of the largest number of interested 
employees. 

Zain expressed its utmost appreciation and 
gratitude to the Ministry of Health’s officials for 

responding to its call to conduct the three internal 
vaccination campaigns, as well as for their keen-
ness on being present at the company’s main HQ to 
coordinate the campaign efficiently. Zain hopes 
such initiatives would contribute to imprinting a 
positive impact in strengthening social immunity 
and supporting MOH’s efforts in protecting the 
community from the pandemic.  

Throughout the past two years, Zain has show-
cased the spirit of responsibility as a leading 

national company by making its human and tech 
resources available to shoulder the public sector 
and maintain the nation’s wellbeing. The company 
also launched numerous social awareness cam-
paigns aimed at elevating the health and safety of 
the community. Not only that, but Zain was also 
keen on continuing its support of social, educa-
tional, and cultural initiatives - which it has always 
been a top supporter of - in a virtual format this 
time to adhere to official health measures and 

guidelines to keep everyone involved safe.  
Zain’s tireless efforts have extended throughout 

the year, where it has launched its own social ini-
tiatives, supported existing health and social pro-
grams, in addition to handling the crisis, all under 
its corporate sustainability and social responsibili-
ty strategy. Being one of the biggest private sector 
leaders in the country, Zain was keen on reflecting 
its role by supporting the public sector, especially 
during crises which show the nation’s true soul.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yes-
terday the former Minister of Health Dr Basel 
Humoud Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Crown 
Prince lauded the ex-minister for shouldering his 
responsibilities devoutly and sincerely, expressing 
appreciation for all the efforts he had exerted to cope 
with repercussions of the pandemic for serving the 
dear homeland while being in office. He expressed 
good wishes to Sheikh Basel after his service.  

In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of 
congratulations yesterday to Haitham Al-Ghais on 
being appointed as the Secretary General of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables. 

Ghais had said on Monday that OPEC’s decision 
to select him as Secretary General mirrors his 
country’s prestigious status. Gais made the state-
ments to the press after a special meeting of the 
Conference of the Organization where he was 
appointed by acclamation as OPEC chief for a 
three-year term. Ghais, a veteran of the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and Kuwait’s OPEC 
Governor from 2017 to June 2021, currently serves 
as Deputy Managing Director for International 
Marketing at KPC. He thanked His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah for their unlimited support, and confi-
dence in, him to represent Kuwait in this key post. 

He pointed out that selecting him unanimously 
by the 13 member countries of OPEC is the result 
of strenuous efforts and tireless work over about 
three months that were led by Deputy Prime 
Minister, and Minister of Oil, Electricity, Water and 
Renewable Energy Dr Muhammad Al-Faris. He said 
that he would start his duties early August, noting 
that he would offer aspirations and ideas, in coor-
dination with the member states, that aim to revive 
the OPEC and overcome the future challenges to 
maintain balance and stability of the oil markets. He 
said that the challenge in the long run is to look at 
the region’s role in discussions related to climate 

change and other topics, stressing his endeavors to 
meet aspirations of all OPEC member states. 
Earlier, Minister Faris announced that all OPEC 
member states supported the appointment of 

Kuwait’s candidate as the organization’s new chief. 
Ghais has a 30-year experience in the global oil 
markets and oil industry, and took part in several 
conferences.  — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets former Minister of 
Health Dr Basel Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Zain officials with the Ministry of Health’s team during the vaccination campaign.
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A vote held to approve the minutes of the 

Assembly clearly shows that the strength of the 
opposition has shrunk substantially to around 25 
members, down from 31, because three opposition 
members became ministers and voted with the gov-
ernment, in addition to MPs Wasmi and Daihani. At 
the end of the session, Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem 
said that due to the resignation of the former Cabinet, 
all eleven grillings on the agenda in addition to the 
decision regarding delaying grillings against the 
prime minister will be automatically removed.  

MPs also exchanged harsh words when opposi-
t ion MPs submitted a motion cal l ing on the 
Assembly to approve a large number of popular 
draft laws, but Ghanem said it was not possible to 
debate and approve all of them since they needed to 
be studied carefully. The Assembly then voted by 38 
members against 19 to delay debating those bills, 
and instead debate the Amiri speech and the gov-
ernment program.  

At this point, several opposition MPs went up to 
the podium and prevented the secretary general from 
reading the decisions, forcing the speaker to adjourn 
the session. During the session, the Assembly agreed 
to ask the public funds protection committee to dis-
cuss why Lebanese banks prevented Kuwait’s pen-
sion agency from withdrawing two deposits. MP 
Adnan Abdulsamad called for delaying the withdrawal 
because Lebanon needed the money. The Assembly 
meets again today to debate the Amiri speech.

New Cabinet takes 
oath in heated...
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The heavily mutated Omicron strain - the most 

transmissible to date - accounted for around 59 per-
cent of US cases in the week ending Dec 25, accord-
ing to government modeling. Fauci said the experi-
ence of South Africa - where the strain was first 
detected in late November and peaked quickly, then 
subsided nearly as speedily - offered some hope. 

Rates of death and hospitalization in the United 
States have been lower in recent weeks than during 
previous COVID surges. With 9,382 deaths over the 
past seven days, the nation’s death toll has fallen by 
10 percent, week on week. In the last seven days, the 
country has recorded 3.4 million cases according to 
Johns Hopkins data. The US record during previous 
waves was 258,000 cases per day, for the week of 
January 5 to 11, 2021. 

On Monday, the US Food and Drug 
Administration approved Pfizer’s COVID-19 booster 
shot for children as young as 12 ahead of the 
reopening of schools following the holiday break. 
COVID-19 has killed at least 5,441,446 people glob-

ally since the outbreak emerged in Dec 2019, 
according to an AFP tally compiled from official 
sources on Monday. Taking into account excess 
mortality linked to COVID-19, the World Health 
Organization estimates the overall death toll could 
be two to three times higher. 

Also, Cypriot authorities were meeting yesterday 
to consider new restrictions to rein in a COVID 
infection rate that is now the highest in the world per 
capita. Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades was to 
meet with scientific advisers to discuss measures 
that could include a delayed start to the new school 
term and restrictions on church gatherings as the 
island prepares to mark Epiphany, a key date in the 
Greek Orthodox religious calendar, tomorrow. 

Like other European countr ies, the 
Mediterranean island has been hit by a surge in 
cases of the highly contagious Omicron variant of 
the coronavirus. According to AFP f igures, 
Cyprus recorded the world’s highest COVID 
infection rate per 100,000 inhabitants over the 
past seven days. It was top with 2,505 cases per 
100,000 inhabitants , fol lowed by Denmark 
(2,117), Ireland (1,946), Greece (1,762) and France 
(1,680). Last week, Cyprus registered five con-
secutive daily record highs culminating in a New 
Year’s Eve spike of 5,048 in a population of 
around one million. Monday’s caseload of 5,024 
neared that record. — Agencies 

Kuwait reports 1,482 
COVID cases; US...
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 in the southern regions of the country, we have 

seen an increase in casualties and deaths,” 
spokesman for the national rescue service Mojtaba 
Khaledi said, quoted by state news agency IRNA. 
“So far eight people have died and two are still 
missing,” Khaledi said, adding that 14 others had 
been injured. 

Five of the deaths occurred in Fars province, 
local crisis management official Rahim Azadi told 
the state news agency. A local official had said 
Monday that at least two people were killed in flash 
flooding in the province. Heavy rain damaged “agri-
culture, infrastructure, urban and rural housing”, 
Azadi said. Iran’s Red Crescent has provided “emer-
gency accommodation for more than 3,000 people, 
and over 20,000 have received relief assistance”, its 
head of rescue and emergency operations Mehdi 
Valipour told state television. 

“Houses have been flooded and infrastructure 
such as roads and communication systems have 
been damaged,” he said, adding that more than 500 
teams were providing assistance in parts of the 
country’s south and east. Pictures published by the 
Red Crescent showed its personnel setting up tents 
in sports halls and assisting cars trapped on flooded 
roads or stuck in snow-covered mountain areas. 
Relief operations were underway in 87 cities across 
more than half of Iran’s 31 provinces, it added. 

Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi has asked local 
authorities in Fars, Hormozgan, Kerman and Sistan-
Baluchestan provinces to use “all their resources 
and capacities” to aid residents, IRNA reported. 
President Ebrahim Raisi instructed Energy Minister 
Ali Akbar Mehrabian to inspect flood-hit areas in 
Sistan-Baluchestan and Hormozgan provinces, it 
added. The weather system is expected to last until 
Friday, an official from Iran’s meteorological agency 
told state television. 

Largely arid, Iran has endured repeated droughts 
over the past decade, but also regular floods. In 
2019, heavy flooding in the country’s south left at 
least 76 people dead and caused damage estimated 
at more than $2 billion. Scientists say climate change 
amplifies droughts and that their intensity and fre-
quency in turn threaten food security. — AFP 
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“The guilty verdicts in this case reflect Ms. 

Holmes’ culpability in this large-scale investor 
fraud and she must now face sentencing for her 
crimes,” US Attorney Stephanie Hinds said in a 
prepared statement read outside the courthouse 
by a representative. Holmes made no comment 
as she left the court when asked if she intended 
to appeal. 

The 37-year-old now faces the possibility of 20 
years behind bars for each conviction. She remains 
at liberty ahead of another hearing on the terms of 
her bail next week. No date was set for sentencing. 
Holmes had vowed to revolutionize health diagnos-

tics with self-service machines that could run an 
array of tests on just a few drops of blood, a vision 
that drew high-profile backers and made her a bil-
lionaire by the age of 30. 

She was hailed as the next tech visionary on 
magazine covers and collected mountains of 
investors’ cash, but it all collapsed after Wall 
Street Journal reporting revealed the machines did 
not work as promised. Prosecutors spent 11 weeks 
presenting over two dozen witnesses, as they 
painstakingly laid out their argument that Holmes 
knew her technology fell short, and deliberately 
misled investors and patients. 

She personally put the logos of pharma giants 
Pfizer and Schering-Plough onto Theranos reports 
hailing the company’s blood-testing technology, 
which were then shared with investors. That was 
done without the firms’ permissions, and was a key 
piece of the prosecution’s argument that she pur-
posely tried to inflate Theranos’ credibility in order 
to win backers. — AFP 
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