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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (center) chairs the Cabinet’s meeting. —KUNA

Public Works Minister briefs Cabinet on
emergency teams’ efforts during rain

Ministers applaud efforts to ensure people’s safety

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works and Minister
of State for Youth Affairs Ali Hussein Al-Mousa
briefed the Cabinet during its meeting on Monday
on the heavy rains witnessed by the country on
Sunday and the consequences of the accumulation
of large amounts of water in main streets, highways
and underpasses. The minister also spoke about the
emergency teams’ great efforts aiming to ensure the
safety of citizens and residents and preserve public
and private properties, Foreign Minister and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah said after
the meeting. The Cabinet thanked the continued
sincere efforts made by the concerned bodies to
deal with heavy rains.

Furthermore, the Cabinet followed up on the
developments of the global epidemiological situa-
tion of coronavirus and Minister of Health Dr
Khaled Al-Saeed briefed the ministers on the latest
happenings on health situation in the country. The
Cabinet demanded abiding by health requirements
to make coronavirus indicators under control. It
also advised people to take rapidly a booster shot
of the anti-coronavirus vaccine to avoid this current
wave of the pandemic, the minster added.
Moreover, the government assigned Minister of
State for National Assembly Affairs, in coordination
with the Ministry of Health, to accelerate taking a
decision on the draft law amending some provisions
of Law No. 8 of 1969 regarding preventive health
precautions against communicable diseases.

Government’s program
In line with the article 98 of the Constitution, the

Cabinet reviewed the
program of the 16th leg-
islative term for
2021/2022-2024/2025. It
reviewed the visual pres-
entation by Deputy
Prime Minister and
Minister of Oil and
Minister of Electricity
and Water and
Sustainable Energy, and
Secretary-General of
Supreme Council for
Planning and

Development on the program. They said the gov-
ernment’s work program confirms keenness to move
forward to take all necessary measures to enhance
economic growth, financial sustainability, social
development and health care that enhance the pros-
perity of citizens through implementing reform pro-
grams and launching national strategies. The
Cabinet approved the program and tasked the
Deputy Prime Minister with submitting it to the
National Assembly.

At the onset of the meeting, representative of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, briefed the Cabinet during
its weekly meeting on Monday of the outcomes of
his visits to Bahrain and Qatar. During the visits to
the two countries, he delivered two written letters
from His Highness the Amir to Bahrain’s King Hamad
bin Issa Al-Khalifa and Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamin
bin Hamad Al-Thani on the deep-rooted relations

between Kuwait and Bahrain, and Kuwait and Qatar,
and their peoples as well as means of developing
and promoting these ties.

Escalation against civilians
Meanwhile, the Cabinet condemned and denun-

ciated in the strongest terms the Houthi militia’s
continued attempts aiming to target Saudi Arabia’s
security through three drone attacks on its southern
area. The ministers said that the continuation of
these aggressive practices and escalation against
civilians and civil areas, security of Saudi Arabia
and the stability of the region constitutes a flagrant
violation of the rules of international and humani-
tarian law. The Cabinet said such attacks require a
rapid and decisive action from the international
community to deter these threats and hold the per-
petrators accountable. It affirmed Kuwait’s full sup-
port to the sisterly Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in all
measures it takes to preserve its security, stability
and sovereignty.

The Cabinet further condemned Houthi mili-
tias’ blatant violations in Yemen with missile
attacks on a popular market in Usaylan District of
Shabwa governorate, eastern Yemen, after the
Yemeni government forces had declared that it
recaptured the area. The attacks left many civil-
ians killed or wounded and caused serious dam-
age to some civi l ian areas. In addit ion, the
Cabinet deplored the piracy and hijacking of the
UAE-flagged cargo ship Rawabi off the port of
Hodeidah in the Red Sea. The ship carries equip-
ment to operate the Saudi field hospital in the
Yemeni island of Socotra. — KUNA

Banquet, wedding
halls see booking
cancellations 
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Amid a rise in the number of coron-
avirus cases in the country, celebrations for birth-
days, weddings and anniversaries have been called
off from Jan 9 till Feb 28, as per an order by the
government. The decision triggered cancellations of
numerous events and activities scheduled for
January and February, including programs related to
Hala February. 

“This is for our safety and we need to follow the
rules,” said Melody, marketing officer at a four-star
hotel in Kuwait City. “I have several bookings for
January and February. These are all paid bookings;
some of them were cancelled, but some called to tell
us to wait and hold the money until Kuwait reallows
functions and activities. We cannot blame the gov-
ernment for this decision, although it will again have
a huge impact on our sales revenues,” she said. 

The Cabinet announced on Monday that all
indoor social gatherings will be suspended from Jan
9, 2022 until Feb 28, 2022 amid a rise in coronavirus
cases in the country. The Cabinet also decided that
from yesterday, all passengers arriving to Kuwait
must provide a negative PCR test taken 72 hours
prior to arrival. 

“At our hotel, we have several reservations, but
no cancellations yet. I have functions organized by
some Filipino organizations and some religious
gatherings. Half the amount was paid upon reserva-
tion with the other half to be paid one day before
the event. Some reservations were made by phone
without payment, so those are on the waitlist,”
Abdulwatiq, a banquet manager, told Kuwait Times. 

Some who had planned to celebrate birthdays
and anniversaries in January and February also
decided to cancel. “I was planning to grandly cele-
brate my 50th birthday on January 13, but what to
do? Let’s follow the rules - you know the conse-
quences if you do not. I will try to enjoy my 50th
with my closest family and friends at home instead,”
Marissa said.  

Kuwait has urged its citizens to leave several
European countries including Britain, France and
Germany because of a surge in cases of the
Omicron coronavirus variant. In a series of state-
ments overnight Sunday, the state also warned
Kuwaitis, often big spenders abroad, to avoid trav-
elling to these countries. The foreign ministry said
they should “delay their trips” generally and, in par-
ticular, to France, Germany, the United Kingdom,
Spain and Italy.

Kuwait Municipality
to enforce 
gatherings’ ban
KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality Director General
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi yesterday issued a resolution
banning the holding of gatherings in closed places
effective Sunday, in line with the Cabinet’s deci-
sion in this respect. The municipality affirmed in a
statement that the holding of weddings in tents
and hotels has been barred. The ban also applies
to gatherings at condolence halls at cemeteries, it
said, re-aff irming that precautions against
COVID-19 must be observed at commercial
stores as well. —KUNA

Pakistan envoy
sends New Year
greetings
KUWAIT: Ambassador
of Pakistan to Kuwait
Syed Sajjad Haider
released the following
message on the occasion
of the new year:

“As ‘New Year’ marks a
new beginning, therefore I
convey my profound good
wishes on commencement
of 2022 with the belief that
it will augur well for the
world. The upcoming 2022
will surely bear witness to
the fact that we have decisively turned a page in our
history and have embarked upon our journey afresh
with the resolve to overcome the divisive hazards of
COVID-19 pandemic and other conflicts.

“The dawn of 2022 will surely make us candidly
reflect on the year gone by, with a view to analyze the
high points and shortcomings we experienced in our
lives. The tidings of the New Year will instill in us the
prudence to fine tune tenets of our existence and fill
them with spirit of tolerance and fortitude. 

“Let us make a resolve that the inception of ‘New
Year’ will not just be restricted to change of another
year in the calendar, but we shall collectively work to
make the planet earth a peaceful place to live; a place
with religious harmony, peaceful co-existence and
respect for other human beings.

“The ‘New Year’ always brings a lot of hope and
positivity to us. At the same time, we also need to
focus on our responsibilities to counter the chal-
lenges being faced by the world. As our first priority,
we should wholeheartedly play our part to eliminate
the pandemic from the globe by maintaining the
health protocols. In the end, I would once again like
to extend my best wishes and felicitations for the new
year. I pray that the coming year brings health, happi-
ness and prosperity for everyone.”

Pakistan’s Ambassador 
Syed Sajjad Haider

Ali Al-Mousa

Kuwait oil price up
as OPEC+ stick to
output hike policy
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti crude oil went up
Monday by 65 cents to $79.70 per barrel (pb),
compared with $79.05 pb on last Friday, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said Tuesday.
Globally, the Brent crude was up $1.20 to $78.98 pb
and West Texas Intermediate also went up by 87
cents to $76.08 pb.

The OPEC’s daily basket of crude rose by three
cents to reach $78.00 per barrel on Monday, com-
pared to $77.97 pb last Friday, the cartel said
Tuesday. The Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) said on its bulletin that the average
monthly rate of the basket hit $69.89 pb in December.
The OPEC+ alliance decided, at its 23rd ministerial
meeting on December second, to maintain the current
output plan, designed to increase the oil production
gradually, with the conferees having decided to pur-
sue increasing oil supplies by some 400,000 bpd.
The conferees had also underlined the paramount
significance of utter compliance and compensation
mechanism for the alliance’s member states. 

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries and its allies, known as OPEC+, decided
yesterday to proceed with a production hike of
400,000 barrels per day (bpd), keeping their cur-
rent policy of slight monthly increases in output.
The monthly increase of 400,000 bpd will begin in
February as previously agreed on, said an OPEC+
statement, describing it as a measure aiming to pro-
tect the “stability” of the global oil market. The
decision to proceed with the production hike, taken
in a meeting on Tuesday, is based on the current
needs of the global oil market, added the statement,
amid worries over what effects the COVID-19
Omicron variant may have on energy demand.
Yesterday’s meeting came ahead of the next talks
slated for February 2, where existential conditions
in the oil market will be reassessed, added the
statement. —KUNA

Indian embassy
changes premises
for consular services
KUWAIT: The Embassy of India in Kuwait
released the following statement to announce
change of premises for consular, passport and
visa services. Consular, Passport, Visa (CPV)
services at the Embassy Outsourcing Centers
will operate from the following new premises
as of January 11, 2022 as per the timings indi-
cated:

• Sharq: Third floor - Jawahara Tower,
Khalid Ibn Al-Waleed St, Kuwait City. 

• Jleeb Al-Shuyouk (Abbasiya): Mezzanine
floor, Olive Supermarket Building, Jleeb Al-
Shuyouk, Kuwait. 

• Fahaheel: Al-Anoud Shopping Complex,
Mezzanine floor, Mecca Street, Fahaheel,
Kuwait. 

Timings: Saturday to Thursday: 08:00 -
12:00, 16:00 20:00. Friday: 16:00 20:00.

The new premises will be officially opened
on January 10 at 10:00 at Sharq, 11:00 at
Jaleeb Al-Shuyouk and 12:00 at Fahaheel. 

All applications for passports, visas and
other consular services including attestation of
the consular documents will be received at the
new premises starting from 08:00 on January
11. There will be no attestation services at the
Embassy premises from January 11. Death cas-
es will continue to be registered at the
Embassy premises during normal working
hours and also after office hours in case of
emergency.

More details will be made available on
Embassy’s website (https://indembkwt.gov.in)
and social media platforms. A special online
briefing on the new outsourcing centers is
scheduled at 19:00 on January 9 on Zoom.
(Meeting Code: 940 7864 2098 - Meeting ID:
313280). Information can also be obtained from
Embassy’s twelve (24X7) Whatsapp Helpline
Numbers. In case of any further assistance,
queries and suggestions, an email can be sent
to cons1.kuwait@mea.gov.in.

ICSK Senior hosts
acrylic painting
workshop
KUWAIT: The Indian Community School, Kuwait -
Senior hosted a painting workshop recently to
showcase students’ artistic talents. “Vincent Van
Gogh once said, ‘If you hear a voice within you say-
ing you cannot paint, then by all means paint, and
that voice will be silent.’ It is with this resonating
thought that the Indian Community School, Kuwait
- Senior embarked on a journey to hone the latent
creative abilities in each budding artist,” the school
wrote in a press statement. The four-day acrylic
painting workshop was organized by ICSK Art
Department which gave hands-on experience to the
students to go beyond their horizons to explore and

create something new, it added. The workshop was
conducted from 27th to 30th December 2021 at
ICSK Senior Branch.

The first day of the workshop was inaugurated
by Susan Rajesh Pothen, Vice Principal - ICSK
Senior and Mini Shaji Joseph, Deputy Vice Principal
- ICSK Senior. A large number of students partici-
pated. Each student was given an opportunity to
create two canvas paintings. Students were taught a
wide range of skills, including pencil shading, canvas
painting, color mixing and many more. 

On the last day of the workshop, certificates were
distributed to the participants by K Gangadhar
Shirsath, Principal - ICSK Khaitan. Best canvases
will be displayed in the school, ICSK added. “A
carefully designed curriculum ensured that the stu-
dents not only learned basics of art and craft but
were able to express themselves freely,” it noted in
the press release. The event served as a platform for
young minds to transcend the boundaries of their
inherent aesthetic potential, it concluded.


