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Canada court awards
compensation over
jet downed by Iran
TORONTO: A Canadian court has awarded more
than $80 million in compensation to the families
of six people who died when Iran shot down a
Ukrainian airliner almost two years ago, accord-
ing to a decision made public Monday. Ukraine
International Airlines flight PS752 was shot down
shortly after take-off from Tehran on January 8,
2020, killing all 176 people aboard - including 85
Canadian citizens and permanent residents.

Three days later, the Iranian armed forces
admitted to downing the Kyiv-bound plane “by
mistake”. Ontario Superior Court Judge Edward
Belobaba had previously ruled that the strike on
the civilian aircraft “constituted terrorist activi-
ty”, paving the way for bereaved families to seek
compensation. In the decision publicly shared
Monday, he awarded the plaintiffs $107 million
Canadian dollars ($83 million), plus interest.

It was unclear how the money would be col-
lected from Iran, but Belobaba said he was “sat-
isfied that some level of enforcement may well be
possible and some level of deterrence may well
be achieved”. “(The plaintiffs’ counsel said)
viable Iranian-owned assets and investments
remain accessible not only in Canada but world-
wide,” the judge wrote in his decision. Contacted
by AFP on Monday evening, the plaintiffs’ lawyer
Mark Arnold did not immediately respond.

In a statement posted online Monday, the
lawyers argued for Canada’s jurisdiction over the
compensation. “In 2012, the Justice for Victims of
Terrorism Act and the State Immunity Act were
amended to permit such claims to be brought
against foreign states designated as state spon-
sors of terrorism,” lawyers Mark Arnold and
Jonah Arnold said. “Canada designated the
Islamic Republic of Iran as such a state.”

In May, the same judge concluded that Iran
had committed a “terrorist” act by shooting
down the Ukrainian aircraft. Tehran denounced
that ruling, saying it had “no basis” and insisting
that the Canadian court lacked the authority to
render such a decision. The plaintiffs had asked
for $1.5 billion Canadian dollars in damages. In a
final report in March, the Iranian Civil Aviation
Organization (CAO) said its air defense systems
were on high alert for a US counter-attack after
Tehran fired missiles at a military base in Iraq
that was used by US forces.

The Islamic republic had just attacked a US
base in Iraq in response to the kil l ing of
General Qassem Soleimani, and was expecting
a response from Washington. Ukraine
denounced the report as a “cynical attempt to
hide the real causes” of the tragedy, while
Ottawa said the report was “incomplete” and
lacked “hard evidence”. A group of countries
led by Canada said in June that they had filed
an action against Iran to seek compensation
for the families of the victims. —AFP

GHAZNI, Afghanistan: In the governor’s compound
of Afghanistan’s Ghazni province, a new exhibit is
unveiled before a rapt audience of Taleban fighters
- sections of blast walls from a former US military
base. One concrete slab is inscribed with the names
and regiments of US troops who served in the
province during America’s longest war. Like sol-
diers throughout history, US troops regularly
daubed their names on the walls of bases and fixed
positions they occupied.

But now the towering block is on public display -
being used to bolster the Taleban’s narrative of top-
pling US-led forces after 20 years of fighting. “We
have to show this so that Afghans, the world, and
future generations know that we beat the
Americans,” Taleban provincial culture chief Mullah

Habibullah Mujahid told AFP. “Even if they called
themselves the greatest power in the world.”

Taleban forces took the city of Ghazni - 150 km
south of Kabul - three days before the capital fell on
Aug 15. The region has 3,500 years of rich recorded
history, and the Taleban are now busy writing the
latest chapter with proof of their military triumph.
The propaganda push comes as Afghanistan’s new
rulers struggle to evolve from an insurgency to a
governing power in a country on the brink of eco-
nomic collapse, with the UN estimating more than
half the population is facing acute hunger.

On roads outside the city of nearly 200,000,
another informal exhibition to the Taleban victory
has been erected. Rusting hulks of destroyed
American armored vehicles are on display, their

weapons removed, their tyres flat and frayed.
Children clamber around and over the wreckage,
which also features skeletons of abandoned Soviet
tanks from the decade-long occupation of
Afghanistan.

That invasion ended in humiliation for the Soviets,
and - alongside the defeat of British troops in the
19th century - Afghans are quick to remind visitors
that the country has now triumphed over three for-
eign empires. “We are proud of our achievement
when we see this,” said 18-year-old Taleban fighter
Ozair, who like many in the country goes by only one
name. “We showed that Afghans born here could
beat America, a powerful country,” he added, sur-
veying the crumpled humvees and charred person-
nel carriers.

Reminders and relics of two decades of the US-
led occupation of Afghanistan are scattered across
the nation - some of them usable. Much military
hardware gifted to Afghan police and armed forces
fell into the hands of the Taleban in the last chaotic
days of the US-backed government. The windfall of
weapons, vehicles and uniforms has given the new
rulers of Kabul tangible spoils of victory.

But curating those trophies into a credible hom-
age to the Taleban’s return to power remains a chal-
lenge. Standing at the blast walls, Mullah Habibullah
Mujahid boasted that the 20 or so names inscribed
included “important commanders and generals”
killed in combat. The ranks listed, however, were all
junior  -and none of the names feature on databases
of Americans killed in the war. —AFP

Children clamber around and over destroyed American armored vehicles

Taleban put victory over US on display
GHAZNI: (Left) In this picture taken on Nov 13, 2021, Taleban fighters stand next to destroyed armored vehicles displayed along a road. (Right) Boys play on a destroyed armored vehicle. —AFP photos

Tear gas fired at
Sudan rally as
thousands march
KHARTOUM: Sudanese security forces fired
tear gas yesterday at anti-coup protesters in
Khartoum chanting slogans against the military
days after the resignation of the country’s civil-
ian premier, witnesses said. Protesters shouted
“No, no to military rule” and called for the dis-
bandment of Sudan’s ruling council headed by
General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, who led an Oct
25 coup that derailed a transition to civilian
rule.

Thousands of protesters gathered across
Sudan, including in Khartoum and its twin city
of Omdurman as well as the eastern city of Port
Sudan and the South Darfur capital of Nyala.
Demonstrators in east Khartoum “burnt car
tyres and built rock barricades on the streets,”
witness Sawsan Salah said. Other protesters
urged the military “to go back to the barracks.”

Streets leading to the presidential palace and
army headquarters were sealed off amid a
heavy presence of troops, riot police and para-
military units, the witnesses said. Pro-democra-
cy activists have stepped up calls for demon-
strations since the October coup which saw
then-prime minister Abdalla Hamdok and cabi-
net ministers detained. The coup has triggered
mass demonstrations and a bloody crackdown
that has left at least 57 people dead and hun-
dreds wounded, according to the independent
Doctors’ Committee. At least 13 women have
allegedly been raped during the unrest, accord-
ing to the United Nations. 

On Nov 21, Burhan reinstated Hamdok in an
agreement promising elections in mid-2023, but
the protest movement slammed the deal as a
“betrayal” and has kept up its protests. Late
Sunday, Hamdok announced that he was step-
ping down, saying he had tried to prevent the

country “from sliding toward disaster” but that
it was now at a “dangerous crossroads threat-
ening its very survival”.

‘Urgent action’
Arab League chief Ahmed Aboul Gheit said

yesterday that he “respects” Hamdok’s decision
and called for “urgent action” to resolve the cri-
sis. UN chief Antonio Guterres “regrets that a
political understanding on the way forward is
not in place despite the gravity of the situation
in Sudan”, UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric
said on Monday. Sudan has been navigating a
fragile transition towards full civilian rule since
the April 2019 ouster of veteran president Omar
al-Bashir following an unprecedented wave of
youth-led protests.

Activists online had urged demonstrators to
head to the presidential palace in Khartoum
“until victory is achieved”, according to the
Sudanese  Profess iona ls  Assoc iat ion , an
alliance of independent trade unions that was
instrumental in the anti-Bashir protests. Last
month, Burhan issued a decree allowing secu-
rity forces to arrest individuals “over crimes
related to the state of emergency”, effectively
banning street protests.

Security forces are allowed to enter and
search “any building or individual” and impose
“surveillance of any property and facility”.
Since the coup, authorities have often disrupt-
ed internet services and communication lines
to make it more difficult for activists to organ-
ize protests. —AFP

Egyptian-Palestinian
freed after more than
two years in prison
CAIRO: Egypt’s prosecution ordered the release of
Egyptian-Palestinian activist Ramy Shaath on
Monday after almost two and a half years in deten-
tion, a judiciary source told AFP. The source said
that Shaath, the son of veteran Palestinian politician
Nabil Shaath, “has been released by the prosecu-
tion”. There were no further details. His wife, French
national Celine Lebrun, told AFP: “I heard about the
decision but according to what I know he is not yet
out.” She added that she would release a statement
once he is confirmed to be free. Lebrun was deport-
ed from Egypt shortly after her husband’s arrest.

Earlier on Monday, prominent MP Mohamed
Anwar Sadat had announced “an imminent decision
to release” Shaath and deport him. Shaath, 50, was
a figure of the 2011 uprising in Egypt and the coor-
dinator of the Egyptian chapter of the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions movement against Israel.
He was arrested in July 2019 and faced charges of
aiding a terrorist organization.

In April 2020, he was placed on Egypt’s terror
list alongside 12 other people. In December, five
human rights groups called on French President
Emmanuel Macron to pressure Egypt to release
Shaath. Macron had previously addressed his
detention in a news conference in Paris with
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi in Dec
2020. Rights groups say Egypt is holding some
60,000 political prisoners, many facing brutal con-
ditions and overcrowded cells. Egypt ranks in the
lowest group on the Global Public Policy Institute’s
Academic Freedom Index.

The decision to
release Shaath comes
almost a month after an
Egyptian court freed
researcher Patrick Zaki
whose detention in 2020
sparked international
condemnation. Zaki was
freed on December 7
but still faced charges of
“spreading false news”,
“harming national secu-
rity” and “incitement to
overthrow the state”,
among others. He had
been referred to trial in
September before an exceptional state security court
for an article containing excerpts from his personal
diary recounting the discrimination faced by the
country’s Coptic Christian minority. —AFP

OMDOURMAN: Sudanese demonstrators burn tyres during a protest demanding civilian rule in Khartoum’s twin city
yesterday. —AFP
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