
MANCHESTER: Wolves ended Ralf Rangnick’s
unbeaten start as Manchester United interim man-
ager on Monday as Joao Moutinho’s strike earned a
deserved 1-0 win at Old Trafford. A first home
defeat to Wolves in 42 years leaves United still sev-
enth in the Premier League table, four points adrift
of the top four. But it was another lacklustre per-
formance that was just as concerning as the result
for Rangnick as the Red Devils were thoroughly
outplayed.

“We didn’t play well at all, neither individually or
collectively,” said Rangnick, who had taken 10
points from his first four games in charge. “We
didn’t press at all. We tried but after 10 or 15 min-
utes we were not able to get into those pressing sit-
uations. “The games show we still have a lot of work
to do. Especially against the ball, but also in the first
half when we had the ball, we had too many
unforced giveaways.”

An injury crisis at centre-back with captain
Harry Maguire, Victor Lindelof and Eric Bailly all
missing, forced Rangnick to hand Phil Jones his first
Premier League appearance in two years. But the
former England international was one of few United
players to emerge with any credit from a ragged
display that raises questions over their chances of
qualifying for next season’s Champions League.
Cristiano Ronaldo was named United captain for
just the second time in the absence of Maguire.

In his new year message on social media,
Ronaldo said he was “not happy” with the state of
affairs at United and that “we have to work harder,
play better and deliver way more than we are deliv-
ering right now.” However, there was no sign of
improvement as Ronaldo was kept quiet up against
a number of his Portuguese international team-
mates. David De Gea was the difference between
the sides when United won 1-0 at Molineux in
August and the Spaniard was again his side’s sav-
iour with a finger tip save to turn Ruben Neves’ vol-
ley over early on.

Wolves managed more shots in the first half than
they had in their previous three matches combined.
But Bruno Lage’s men have scored just 14 goals in
19 league games and again failed to make their con-
trol of the game show in the scoreline. “It is one
more victory,” said Lage. “Lovely stadium, a place
with a lot of history, but the most important thing is
how we played. “We played in our way, we con-
trolled the first half and missed a lot of chances. We
win three points but again we have more chances
than goals.”

Rangnick left Bruno Fernandes on the bench after
the Portugal midfielder missed Thursday’s 3-1 win
over Burnley due to suspension. However, it was not
until his introduction on the hour mark that the home
side even began to threaten a breakthrough.
Fernandes should have opened the scoring when he
rattled the crossbar with the best chance of the match
from Nemanja Matic’s cross 23 minutes from time.

Moments later his free-kick was headed home by
Ronaldo, but clearly from an offside position.
United’s attacking flurry quickly fizzled out and
Romain Saiss hit the bar from a free-kick as Wolves
continued to pose a threat. The visitors finally got
their reward eight minutes from time when Jones’

header fell kindly for Moutinho at the edge of the
box and he drilled low into the bottom corner. Jose
Sa was still needed to make a vital save from anoth-
er fierce Fernandes free-kick with virtually the last
kick of the game. Victory lifts Wolves up to eighth,
just three points behind United.  — AFP  
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MANCHESTER: Wolverhampton Wanderers’ Mexican striker Raul Jimenez (right) shoots past Manchester
United’s English defender Phil Jones but over the crossbar during the English Premier League football
match between Manchester United and Wolverhampton Wanderers on January 3, 2022. 
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Mbappe’s hat-trick 
fires PSG into
French Cup last 16
VANNES: Kylian Mbappe scored a hat-trick as
Paris Saint-Germain overcame their COVID crisis
and a drone-related interruption to ease into the
French Cup last 16 on Monday with a 4-0 win
over fourth-division Vannes. Despite the absence
of five PSG players including superstar Lionel
Messi and Danilo after positive tests for COVID-
19, Mauricio Pochettino’s side were never worried
by the Brittany minnows. 

Defender Presnel Kimpembe, wearing the cap-
tain’s armband, headed in after 28 minutes just
after the match had been interrupted for a minute
after a drone flew over the Rabine Stadium in
western France. Kimpembe then set up Mbappe
for the second just before the hour mark with the
French forward completing a hat-trick in an 18-
minute spell.

Mbappe added a second after 71 minutes after
good work from Marco Verratti and Xavi Simons
adding a third six minutes later for his 150th goal
in a PSG jersey. “I’m happy to get started again,”
said World Cup winner Mbappe. “It was not an
easy match for us to play, but we were there.”
Pochettino added: “We can be happy with our
team performance, very solid. His (Mbappe) goals
were the icing on the cake. He is a top player in
the world.

“We made a few adjustments at half-time,
including the positioning of the midfielders. It
allowed us to be more fluid in the flow of the ball,
and to find depth.” Vannes’ Cup dream was over
with the Brittany side also missing out on their
hoped for bonanza after the French government’s
crowd restrictions with 5,000 spectators only
permitted at outdoor events. Vannes had been
hoping for a 9,600 sell-out and according to their

president Maxime Ray are set to miss out on rev-
enue of 250,000 euros ($282,000).

“We are missing out on what is a fortune to
us,” he said. COVID could also overshadow
Tuesday’s Lens versus Lille Cup clash with seven
players from the visiting team confirmed positive.
“We had four COVID cases which has now
become seven,” said Lille coach Jocelyn
Gourvennec, without naming the players. — AFP 

VANNES: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe (up) tries to control the ball during the
French Cup round of 32 football match between Vannes OC and Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) at La
Rabine Stadium on January 3, 2022. —AFP 

MANCHESTER: Manchester United German Interim
head coach Ralf Rangnick gestures on the touch-
line during the English Premier League football
match on December 30, 2021. — AFP photos

Ocampos strike sees
Sevilla sink Cadiz 1-0
MADRID: A second half goal from Lucas Ocampos
was enough for Sevilla to claim a 1-0 win at Cadiz on
Monday and move five points behind La Liga leaders
Real Madrid. Oihan Sancet bagged a hat-trick in
Athletic Bilbao’s 3-1 win over Osasuna while Villarreal
hammered bottom side Levante 5-0. Sevilla struggled
to break down a Cadiz side that is second from bottom
and facing a difficult battle against relegation.

The breakthrough came in the 58th minute with Ivan
Rakitic providing the assist and the Argentinian
Ocampos supplying the finish. Sevilla remain second,
five points behind Real Madrid but with a game in hand.
Villarreal leapfrogged Valencia into eighth with a five-
goal thrashing of Levante. Boulaye Dia opened the
scoring after just three minutes and further goals from
Pau Torres and Gerard Moreno saw them leading 3-0 at
the break.

Manuel Trigueros added a fourth in the 74th minute
before Moreno rounded off the rout five minutes later
with his second of the night. Levante have now mus-
tered just eight points from 19 matches and are eight
points away from safety. Bilbao also moved up a place
to tenth after Sancet’s hat-trick saw them past Osasuna.
Kike put the home side ahead after 10 minutes but 21-
year-old Sancet stepped up to steal the show, scoring
twice in the first half and completing his hat-trick in the
68th minute. — AFP 


