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‘Big Ben’ leads Steelers past Browns 

LOS ANGELES: Ben Roethlisberger bid farewell to 
Heinz Field with a 26-14 win over the Cleveland 
Browns in what is likely to be the quarterback’s final 
home for the Pittsburgh Steelers on Monday night. 
With the clock ticking on the two-time Super Bowl 
champion’s time in Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger passed 
for 123 yards and a touchdown as the Steelers kept 
their NFL playoff hopes alive. If this is to be the final 
lap of Big Ben’s 18-year NFL career, Monday’s per-
formance turned back the clock. “I am at a loss for 
words,” the 39-year-old Roethlisberger said. 

“I am so thankful for this place and these fans. 
There is no place like it. “I have called this place home 
for almost half my life.” His family came onto the field 
to join him as many of the fans remained in the stadium 
well after the final horn sounded. The future Hall of 
Famer took his time leaving the field, walking the 
perimeter of the stadium shaking hands of people who 
pressed up against the railings and soaking in the 
cheers from the adoring Steeler faithful who chanted 
“Thank you Ben” during the game. 

“I wish I could bottle this and have it forever,” 
Roethlisberger said. “I was born in Ohio but I live here. 
This place Heinz Field is so special to me and means so 
much to my family.” The Steelers remain in the playoff 
hunt after the win over the Browns, who have been 
eliminated from the AFC postseason. The Steelers (8-
7-1) must now win their final game in Baltimore next 
week and receive some help to wrap up one of the 

conference’s seven playoff spots. 
They are a half-game behind the Indianapolis Colts, 

Las Vegas Raiders and Los Angeles Chargers entering 
the final week of the regular season. The Raiders and 
Chargers face each other next weekend. 
Roethlisberger had plenty of help on Monday. Rookie 
Najee Harris ran for a career-best 188 yards and a 
touchdown while Chris Boswell kicked four field goals. 
The same could not be said for embattled Browns 
quarterback Baker Mayfield, who was sacked nine 
times, including four times by T.J. Watt. 

“This is the story of my career. It is not always pret-
ty but we found a way to win,” said Roethlisberger. 
Heading into the game, Roethlisberger ranked fifth in 
NFL history with 63,721 passing yards and eighth with 
416 passing touchdowns. This season, he has passed 21 
touchdowns and nine interceptions. Harris had 28 car-
ries and also broke the franchise’s single-season rookie 
rushing record with 1,172 yards. He surpassed Hall of 
Famer Franco Harris, who had 1,055 yards in 1972. 

Mayfield completed 16 of 38 passes for 185 yards, 
two touchdowns and two interceptions for the Browns, 
who dropped to 7-9 on the season. David Njoku and 
Harrison Bryant caught touchdown passes. Mayfield 
told reporters after the game that he was dealing with 
some injuries and wasn’t sure if he would be able to 
play next week. “Now it’s time for me to start looking 
at what’s best for me and my health,” he said. “I’m 
pretty damn beat up right now.” —  AFP 

Roethlisberger bids farewell to Heinz Field

PITTSBURGH: Najee Harris #22 of the Pittsburgh Steelers rushes with the ball in the fourth quarter against the Cleveland Browns at Heinz Field on January 03, 2022 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. — AFP 

PITTSBURGH: Ben Roethlisberger #7 of the Pittsburgh Steelers runs on the field during player introductions pri-
or to a game against the Cleveland Browns at Heinz Field on January 03, 2022. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Anfernee Simons scored a career-
best 43 points as the Portland Trail Blazers snapped a 
four-game losing streak with a 136-131 win over the 
Atlanta Hawks on Monday. Simons shot 13 of 21 from 
the floor, drained nine of 16 from the three-point line 
and sank all eight of his free throws in front of a 
crowd of 15,100 at the Moda Center arena. Trae 
Young led the Hawks by scoring an NBA season-
high 56 points. “I don’t care about nothing besides 
the fact we lost, so it sucks I had this type of night on 
a loss because at the end of the day that’s all that 
matters to me,” said Young. “I just wish we would 
have won.” 

Young shot 17 for 26 from the field and added 14 
assists in the loss. Young’s 56-points surpassed Kevin 
Durant’s 51-point performance for the Nets at 
Detroit on December 12. Golden State’s Stephen 
Curry and Boston’s Jaylen Brown have also had 50-
point games this season. Young also became the first 
player with 50-plus points and 14-plus assists in an 
NBA game since James Harden did it with the 
Houston Rockets in 2016. 

The game marked Young’s second 50-point per-
formance of his career, as he previously scored 50 
against Miami on February 20, 2020. Portland played 
without Damian Lillard, CJ McCollum and Cody 
Zeller. Trail Blazers coach Chauncey Billups was back 

on the bench after missing three games due to 
COVID-19 measures. Norman Powell scored 26 
points and Nassir Little added 22 in the win for 
Portland. 

Elsewhere, Joel Embiid posted his third career 
triple double with 31 points, 15 rebounds and 10 
assists to power the Philadelphia 76ers past the 
struggling Houston Rockets 133-113. “We can beat 
anybody on any given night,” Embiid said. Furkan 
Korkmaz added 24 points and a career-high 11 
rebounds, Isaiah Joe scored 18 points, Seth Curry 
contributed 15 and Tobias Harris had 14 as the Sixers 
won their fourth-straight game. 

Garrison Mathews scored a team-high 23 points, 
while Eric Gordon and Jae’Sean Tate each scored 14 
and Josh Christopher had 13 for the Rockets, who 
have lost eight straight. Jalen Green and David 
Nwaba chipped in with 12 apiece and Kenyon Martin 
Jr had 11 points. Philadelphia played without Tyrese 
Maxey, Matisse Thybulle and head coach Doc Rivers 
as they were sidelined because of COVID-19 meas-
ures. Assistant coach Dan Burke served as the acting 
head coach for the second consecutive game. 

“He was not going to let us lose that game,” Burke 
said of Embiid. Philadelphia needed a 41-29 third quar-
ter to put some distance between themselves and the 
Rockets, the worst team in the Western Conference. 
“Whether it’s me pushing the ball, attacking or finding 
guys, I thought it’s been great,” Embiid said. In 
Washington, Bradley Beal and Kyle Kuzma led a late 
rally and combined for 71 points as the Washington 
Wizards beat the Charlotte Hornets 124-121. 

 
Curry goes cold  

Kuzma had 36 points and 14 rebounds and Beal 

posted 35 points, while Daniel Gafford finished with 
15 points and 11 rebounds for the Wizards, who were 
coming off a one-point loss to the Chicago Bulls on 
Saturday night. Davis Bertans and Corey Kispert 
added 14 and 12 points in the win. Washington came 
back from a double-digit deficit in the second half, by 
scoring nine consecutive points to grab a seven-

point lead in the final minute. In the late game in San 
Francisco, Jordan Poole and Gary Payton combined 
for 46 points as the Golden State Warriors overcame 
a subpar performance from Stephen Curry to outlast 
the visiting Miami Heat 115-108. Curry shot just one 
for 10 on three-pointers and three for 17 overall to 
finish with just nine points. — AFP 

Trail Blazers outgun  
Hawks as Joel Embiid  
records triple double

PHILADELPHIA: Joel Embiid #21 of the Philadelphia 76ers shoots the ball against the Houston Rockets on 
January 3, 2022 at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. — AFP 


