
ISSUE NO: 18629

16 Pages  
150 Fils Established 1961 

The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

JAMADA ALTHANI 4, 1443 AH 
FRIDAY,  
JANUARY 7, 2022

Foreign residents rebuff Expat Insider  
report, highlight good side of Kuwait3 Russia-led troops arrive as 

‘dozens’ killed in Almaty
Creepy meets cool in 
CES humanoid robots 13 Iraqi boxers aim sucker 

punch at gender taboos165

News in brief

Kuwait records new high of 
2,413 coronavirus cases

New health minister tests COVID positive, quarantines at home
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Newly-appointed Health 
Minister Khaled Al-Saeed yesterday 
tested positive for COVID-19 and was 
placed under home quarantine for 10 
days, the health ministry announced. The 
minister, who was a top official on the 
health ministry committee fighting the 
pandemic before his appointment to the 
Cabinet last week, attended a Cabinet 
meeting on Monday.  He also attended 
National Assembly meetings on Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 

Under Kuwaiti health protocol rules, all 
those who contacted the minister must 
undergo home quarantine for at least 10 
days, besides undergoing the necessary 
COVID-19 tests. The health ministry yes-
terday reported 2,413 new coronavirus 
cases, the largest number on a single day 
since the outbreak of the pandemic almost 
two years ago. The ministry said that the 
percentage of infection has soared to 8.8 
percent from just under one percent two 
weeks ago. 

The tally of new cases yesterday is 
more than all cases reported in the two 
months that preceded the new wave 
which began two weeks ago, according 
to official figures. The COVID-19 minis-
terial emergency committee met yester-
day to discuss the new escalation in 
coronavirus cases and to look into meas-
ures needed to curb the surge in new 
cases. The health ministry also said the 
number of patients receiving treatment in 
intensive care units rose to 11, while those 
in hospitals increased to 53 cases, a 
sharp rise compared to two weeks ago.  

Earlier this week, the government sus-
pended all social events and celebrations 
held in enclosed areas from Jan 9 to Feb 
28, adding that the decision will be 

revised later in light of the pandemic sit-
uation. The government also decreed that 
all passengers arriving to Kuwait must 
produce a negative PCR test result taken 
within the past 72 hours. It had already 
decided that people arriving in Kuwait 
must undergo home quarantine for 10 
days, but if a PCR test carried out three 
days after arrival is negative, the quaran-
tine ends. 

The government has sent out mes-
sages in various languages urging people 
to strictly observe health conditions, 
mainly wearing facemasks and sanitizing 
hands. It also urged the public to main-
tain social distancing. The health ministry 
has encouraged people to take the third 
booster vaccination dose to strengthen 
immunity against the virus. It said people 
aged 50 and over can take the third dose 
without prior appointment. The third 
dose should be taken after six months of 
the second jab. The government also 
decided that Kuwaiti citizens who did not 
take the third dose will not be allowed to 
travel, and that those who had taken the 
second dose nine months ago are no 
longer considered immune to the disease.

KUWAIT: In a ceremony attended by 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Fahad Mutlaq Al-Shuraian, the compa-
ny’s board of directors, executive man-
agement and employees, as well as sev-
eral distinguished personalities from the 
Kuwaiti financial scene, Boursa Kuwait 
reopened several of its renovated facili-
ties, including its trading hall. The reno-
vated trading hall is now equipped with 
the latest, state-of-the-art technologies, 

as well as an opening/closing bell podi-
um and a media center. Trading screens 
across the building have also been 
replaced with updated, more advanced 
ones, as well as the auditorium, training 
hall and many of the building’s facilities, 
as part of the company’s efforts to main-
tain and upgrade facilities and utilities. 

Previously, the company’s board of 
directors approved the request  
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New Nasser Al-Kharafi/Jassim Al-Bahar 
Trading Hall opens at Boursa Kuwait 

KUWAIT: (From left) Boursa Kuwait CEO Mohamed Osaimi, Boursa Kuwait Board Member Talal Al-Bahar, Boursa Kuwait Chairman 
Hamad Al-Humaidhi, Minister of Commerce and Industry Fahad Mutlaq Al-Shuraian, Chairman of CMA Board of Commissioners 
and Managing Director Ahmad Al-Melhem and Boursa Kuwait Board Member Bader Al-Kharafi attend a ceremony to open its reno-
vated trading hall. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Boursa Kuwait Board Member Bader Al-Kharafi 

Khaled Al-Saeed 

Arrests in Egypt over suicide 
 
CAIRO: Two youths were arrested yesterday 
over the suicide of a schoolgirl whom they were 
allegedly blackmailing with digitally altered 
photos of her on the Internet. Basant Khaled, 17, 
who lived with her family in a village of northern 
Egypt, died after swallowing poison on Dec 23. 
A source in the prosecutor general’s office said 
she was being blackmailed after having refused 
to have a relationship with the youths. — AFP 

Philippines bans child marriage 
 
MANILA: Child marriage became illegal in the 
Philippines yesterday as a law banning the practice 
took effect in a country where one in six girls enters 
wedlock before the age of 18. The impoverished 
Southeast Asian country has the 12th-highest number 
of child marriages in the world, according to Britain-
based rights group Plan International. But a new law 
lays out prison terms of up to 12 years for marrying 
or cohabiting with anyone under 18. — AFP

Swiss army knifes WhatsApp 
 
BERN: Switzerland’s army has banned the use 
of WhatsApp whilst on duty, a spokesman 
confirmed yesterday, in favor of a Swiss mes-
saging service deemed more secure in terms 
of data protection. The ban also applies to 
using other messaging apps like Signal and 
Telegram on soldiers’ private phones during 
service operations. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden speaks at the US Capitol yesterday to mark the 
anniversary of the attack on the Capitol. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden yesterday savaged Donald 
Trump’s “lies” and attempts to over-
turn his 2020 election defeat, vowing 
on the first anniversary of the Jan 6 
Capitol riot he would let no one put a 
“dagger at the throat of democracy”. 
In a dark, powerful address, Biden 
called out Trump’s effort to cheat and 
blasted the mob of the Republican’s 
supporters who stormed the Capitol 
in an attempt to prevent certification 
of the election result. 

“This was an armed insurrection,” 
Biden said in his speech from Statuary 
Hall inside the Capitol. “For the first 
time in our history, a president not 
just lost an election. He tried to pre-
vent the peaceful transfer of power,” 
Biden said. “They came here in rage,” 
Biden said, and “held a dagger at the 
throat of America”. “I will allow no 
one to place a dagger at the throat of 
democracy.” 

Laying out the dangers facing a 
country that has long styled itself as 
leader of the free world, Biden asked: 
“Are we going to be a nation that 
accepts political violence as a norm?” 
“Are we going to be a nation where 
we allow partisan election officials to 
overturn the legally expressed will of 
the people?” the veteran Democrat 
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MELBOURNE: Tennis world number one Novak 
Djokovic won a temporary reprieve in his deporta-
tion from Australia yesterday, but is set to spend 
the night in an immigration detention facility as he 
fights to remain in the country. The vaccine-scep-
tic Serb was detained at Melbourne’s Tullamarine 
Airport having failed to “provide appropriate evi-

dence” of double vaccination, or a medical exemp-
tion needed to enter the country. 

Djokovic had jetted into Australia on 
Wednesday hoping to defend his Australian Open 
crown and to bid for an unprecedented 21st Grand 
Slam title. Instead of a conquering champion’s wel-
come, he was questioned at the airport overnight 
before having his visa revoked and being trans-
ferred to a Melbourne immigration detention facil-
ity pending deportation. After an emergency 
online court appeal, a judge ordered that the con-
troversial star would not be removed from 
Australia before Monday, when a final hearing is 
scheduled to begin. 
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