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ISLAMABAD: Kuwait participated yesterday in an 
international seminar on the theme of Combating 
Corruption organized by the government of 
Pakistan and the Independent Permanent Human 
Rights Commission (IPHRC) of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Islamabad. The 
Assistant Foreign Minister of Kuwait on Human 
Rights, Talal Khalid Al-Mutairi said in a statement to 
KUNA that Kuwait’s participation in the seminar 
shows that we are playing a vital role along with the 
international community to combat corruption. 

“Kuwait has always been against corruption and 
we think that combating corruption is necessary for 
sustainable development. Kuwait will keep on put-
ting its best efforts and share its experiences with 

the international community for the cause,” he 
added. In his inaugural statement, Chairperson of 
the OIC-IPHRC Dr Haci Ali Acikgul said that cor-
rupt practices are becoming a major impediment in 
the implementation of law and realization of human 
rights globally and more so in the developing coun-
tries. 

“Corruption is not a localized problem specific to 
certain countries, regions, societies, or traditions. It 
plagues not only public offices but also businesses 
and other spheres of private domains. To mitigate 
the negative consequences on the lives of common 
people, combating corruption is placed high on the 
human rights and development agenda,” he said. 

Moreover, Foreign Minister of Pakistan Shah 

Mahmood Qureshi expressed his gratitude to the 
OIC-IPHRC for organizing a very timely seminar on 
combating corruption and assessing its dire conse-
quences on the achievement of the human rights 
agenda. “In line with Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Imran Khan’s vision, fighting corruption and ensur-
ing protection of all human rights are the top priori-
ties of our Government, said Qureshi. 

He said that corruption is an enormous obstacle 
to development and the realization of all human 
rights, civil, political, economic, social and 
cultural.”It strikes at the very roots of good gover-
nance and democracy. It erodes public trust in the 
legitimacy of state institutions, undermines the rule 
of law, and violates the values of transparency, 

accountability, justice and fair play,” he added. 
The International Seminar on the theme of 

“Combating Corruption - A Prerequisite for the full 
enjoyment of all Human Rights and Sustainable 
Development” focused on the multi-dimensional 
negative effects of corruption on sustainable devel-
opment and full enjoyment of all human rights, 
including civil, political, economic, social and cultur-
al rights as well as development.  

More than 200 international and national stake-
holders including Government officials, OIC mem-
ber and Observer States, IPHRC Commissioners, 
and representatives of the OIC Secretariat, United 
Nations, practitioners, academia, and civil society 
participated in the Seminar. —  KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah yesterday received a copy of the credentials of Moroccan Ambassador to Kuwait Ali 
Ibn Isa. During the reception, the Foreign Minister wished the new ambassador best of luck. —  KUNA

Deputy fire chief visits factories in Subhan

KUWAIT: Deputy fire chief for prevention Maj 
Gen Khalid Abdullah Fahad visited several facto-
ries in Subhan. He said the visit comes on the 
instructions of Fire Chief Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad, 

in coordination with Kuwait Industries Association 
to fulfill the Fire Force’s vision in the field of coop-
eration with the private sector and ensure facilities 
follow safety and prevention measures.

KUWAIT: Three people died in two separate road 
accidents on King Fahd Bin Abdulaziz Road and the 
Seventh Ring Road yesterday, said Kuwait Fire 
Force (KFF). In a press statement, the KFF’s Public 
Relations and Media Department said that two fire-

fighting teams of Mina Abdullah and Umm Al-
Hayman hurried to King Fahd Road towards 
Nuwaiseeb near Umm Al-Hayman area, to find a 
collision between a bus and a sand truck, which 
caused the death of two people and wounding 
three others. All of them are Arab residents. On the 
other hand, teams from Al-Isteqlal Fire Center 
responded to the second accident on the Seventh 
Ring Road in the direction of Sabhan, opposite 
West Abdullah Mubarak area, that caused the 
death of an Asian driver.  

Three people die in  
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 continued. “We cannot allow ourselves to be 

that kind of nation.” Although Biden did not mention 
Trump’s name, he made clear whom he was talking 
about in a blistering portrait of a man he said tried 
to cheat his way out of defeat in the election. “The 
former president of the United States of America 
has created and spread a web of lies about the 
2020 election,” Biden said. “He values power over 
principle.” 

During the assault on Congress, Trump was “sit-
ting in the private dining room off the Oval Office in 
the White House, watching it all on television and 
doing nothing for hours,” Biden said, his anger clear. 
“He’s a defeated former president.” 

In a statement issued immediately after Biden’s 
speech, Trump accused the Democrat of seeking to 
“further divide America”. “This political theater is all 
just a distraction for the fact Biden has completely 
and totally failed,” Trump said. The day’s commemo-
rative events were also to feature a speech by the 
speaker of the House of Representatives, Nancy 
Pelosi, and a prayer vigil on the steps of the Capitol. 

However, such are the depths of division 12 
months later that many senior Republicans didn’t 
even show up. The party’s top lawmaker, Senator 
Mitch McConnell, was leading a delegation to a 
funeral of a recently deceased senator some 965 km 
away in Atlanta, Georgia. In a statement, McConnell 

said January 6 had been a “dark day” but called it 
“stunning to see some Washington Democrats try to 
exploit this anniversary”. 

On Wednesday, the Capitol police chief, Thomas 
Manger, said his forces would never be caught 
unprepared again, as they were last year. But the 
political risk may be, if anything, higher than 
before. Writing in The New York Times, former 
Democratic president Jimmy Carter said 
Wednesday that the United States “teeters on the 
brink of a widening abyss.” 

“Without immediate action, we are at genuine 
risk of civil conflict and losing our precious democ-
racy. Americans must set aside differences and work 
together before it is too late,” Carter wrote. 
Democratic Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer also called for a profound look at the state 
of the nation. “Without addressing the root causes 
of the violence on January 6, the insurrection will 
not be an aberration - it could well become the 
norm,” he warned. 

More surprising was the voice of Karl Rove, one 
of the chief architects of Republican strategy over 
the last 30 years, who wrote in the right-leaning 
Wall Street Journal editorial pages that there was 
no forgiveness for the assault on democracy. “There 
can be no soft-pedaling what happened and no 
absolution for those who planned, encouraged and 
aided the attempt to overthrow our democracy. 
Love of country demands nothing less. That’s true 
patriotism,” he wrote. 

Attorney General Merrick Garland said 
Wednesday that authorities have so far arrested 
and charged about 725 people in connection with 
the attack, while asking for patience in work to 
untangle any deeper roots of a conspiracy. — AFP  
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With scarcely 10 days before the tournament, it 

remains far from clear that Djokovic will be able to 
play, even if he wins in court. Judge Anthony Kelly 
warned that justice will move at its own pace 
through all necessary appeals. “The tail won’t be 
tagging the dog here,” he warned the star’s 
lawyers. 

For months there had been speculation about 
whether Djokovic would play in the Jan 17-30 
tournament, given Australia’s rigid border rules. 
The 34-year-old has refused to reveal his vaccine 
status, but has previously voiced opposition to 
being jabbed. He has contracted COVID at least 
once. Then this week a jubilant Djokovic boasted 
on Instagram that he had scored an unexpected 
medical exemption to play. 

That move prompted widespread outcry in 
Australia, where many residents have been unable 
to travel or welcome family from overseas for the 
last two years. Conservative Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison - under additional pressure from soaring 
Covid case numbers and the collapse of the once-
excellent testing system - defended revoking 
Djokovic’s visa at the last minute. “Rules are rules 
and there are no special cases,” he said. Officials 
did not say exactly what evidence Djokovic failed 
to present, but medical exemptions must be 
accompanied by details of the doctor’s consulta-
tion and clear reasons for not getting the vaccine. 

Djokovic is now believed to be at the Park Hotel, 
which the Australian government terms an 

“Alternative Place of Detention”. As word of his 
arrival spread, Serbian flag-festooned supporters, 
anti-vaccine campaigners, refugee advocates and 
police descended on the already controversial 
facility. At least one pro-refugee protester was 
arrested in chaotic scenes as officers tried to clear 
the area. 

Veronica Michich said she was there to show 
support for Djokovic, whom she described as a 
beacon of hope for post-war Serbia. “We see him 
as a hero. He put Serbia back on the map, because 
Serbia was always portrayed, we were the aggres-
sive ones, we were the attackers.” Currently 
around 32 refugees and asylum seekers are being 
held at the Park Hotel, after being brought for 
medical treatment from offshore detention facili-
ties. Detainees cannot leave the hotel and nobody 
is allowed in or out except staff. 

The facility gained notoriety last year when a 
fire in the building forced refugees and asylum 
seekers to be evacuated, and maggots were 
allegedly found in the food. In October, 21 men 
reportedly contracted COVID at the facility, which 
has been the site of regular protests. Detainee 
Mehdi Ali told AFP that Djokovic is his favorite 
tennis player, and that he was saddened by the 
prospect of the star being held there. “The media 
will talk about us more, the whole world probably, 
which is so sad, just because Djokovic would be 
here for a few days,” he said. 

Rafael Nadal - who like Djokovic and Roger 
Federer is stuck on a record-equaling 20 Grand 
Slam wins - said his rival must face the conse-
quences of not being vaccinated. “He made his 
own decisions, and everybody is free to take their 
own decisions, but then there are some conse-
quences,” the Spaniard said. The Serb’s treatment 
prompted fury among his fans and a fiercely word-
ed rebuke from Serbia’s president. — AFP 

Djokovic fights to  
stay after Aussie...

DUBAI: Yemeni rebels’ seizure of a UAE-flagged ves-
sel has set off alarm bells that the conflict could 
“wreak havoc” on oil and cargo shipping in the strate-
gic Red Sea, analysts said. The Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels are more used to fighting in the dusty country’s 
craggy mountains but on Monday took the bold move 
to hijack the Rwabee with its international crew. 

They later showed video purportedly of military 
jeeps and weapons on board, while the Saudi-led 
coalition fighting for the internationally recognized 
government insisted it was carrying medical equip-
ment. The hijacking, in the busy Red Sea that sepa-
rates the Arabian Peninsula from Africa, and is con-
nected to the Mediterranean by the Suez Canal, sent 
out a clear message, analysts say. 

“It is hard to pinpoint the exact cause for the 
Houthi seizure, and the group’s messaging has been a 
bit mixed,” Peter Salisbury, a Yemen specialist at the 
Crisis Group non-governmental organization. “But it is 
hard not to read it as a not-so-gentle reminder that 
they could wreak havoc on Saudi and Emirati shipping 
in the Red Sea if they so wished.” 

The seven-year war, a battleground for the regional 
rivalry between Saudi Arabia and Iran, has displaced 
millions, creating the world’s worst humanitarian 
catastrophe, according to the United Nations. It has 
mainly been fought on land. The Houthis’ last ship cap-
ture was in November 2019, when they seized two 
South Korean vessels and a Saudi-flagged tug in the 
Red Sea north of Hodeida. 

The latest hijacking follows setbacks for the rebels 
with defeats in Shabwa governorate to the pro-gov-
ernment Giants Brigade, who are backed by the 
Saudis and the United Arab Emirates. It also came on 

the second anniversary of the death of top Iranian 
General Qasem Soleimani, who was killed by a US 
drone strike near Baghdad airport. On the same day, 
two major Israeli media outlets were hacked and two 
armed drones targeted a compound at Baghdad air-
port hosting personnel from the US-led coalition 
fighting the Islamic State group in Iraq. 

But Mohammed al-Basha, senior Arabian Peninsula 
analyst at Navanti Group, said the Rwabee’s capture 
looked like an “escalation” by the rebels. “The seizure 
of the UAE flagged vessel signals both a political and 
military escalation to the Saudi-led coalition,” he told 
AFP. “Observers and policymakers have long feared 
that the war in Yemen could spill over into the Red Sea 
and destabilize vital shipping lanes.” 

Conflict in the Red Sea could cause chaos. The 
waterway carries about 1.5 million barrels of oil per day 
from Kuwait, Oman and Saudi Arabia, including most of 
Europe’s crude imports from the Middle East, according 
to energy analysts S&P Global Platts. 

The Suez Canal accounts for about 10 percent of 
global maritime trade. When it was blocked by the 
Ever Given tanker for six days last March, maritime 
data company Lloyd’s List said it held up $9.6 bil-
lion worth of cargo each day. Meanwhile the coali-
tion has threatened to target rebel-held ports in 
reprisal for Rwabee, an action that could carry risks 
for the Safer - an abandoned tanker carrying 1.1 
million barrels of crude that has been lying off the 
Yemen coast since 2015. 

Environmentalists have already warned that the 
Safer, which is about 22 km from where the Rwabee is 
being held, could break apart or explode at any 
moment, setting off an environmental disaster. But for 
Maged Al-Madhaji, director of the Sanaa Centre for 
Strategic Studies, the Rwabee was all show from the 
rebels, who are not well versed in naval warfare. The 
hijacking gives them “benefits of a political nature and 
raises their profile, rather than any real military gains”, 
he said. “They don’t have a lot of experience at sea 
because they’re fundamentally mountain fighters,” 
added Madhaji. —  AFP 

Yemen ship seizure 
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for Red Sea 

MARIB, Yemen: Yemeni pro-government fighters man a position during fighting with Houthi rebels in the 
south of the strategic governorate of Marib on Jan 4, 2021. —  AFP 


