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Foreign residents rebuff Expat Insider 
report, highlight good side of Kuwait 

KUWAIT: Photo shows the Green Island. Foreign residents in Kuwait have rebuffed a recent report that
ranked Kuwait as the worst destination for expatriates, calling it biased. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Kuwait seen as one of the safest places in Middle East

By Chidi Emmanuel

KUWAIT: Foreign residents in Kuwait
rebuffed a recent report that ranked
Kuwait as the worst destination for expa-
triates, calling it biased. For the seventh
time in eight years, Kuwait was ranked the
worst destination for expats - taking the
last position in the Expat Insider survey
(59th out of 59 countries). 

According to Expat Insider, Kuwait
ranks last in the quality-of-life index
(59th), with especially poor results in the
leisure options, personal happiness and
travel and transportation subcategories
(59th for all). Kuwait also ranked as the
worst expat destination worldwide in
ease of settling (59th), with 46 percent of
expats not feeling at home, while 45 per-
cent finding it difficult to settle down in
the country. 

Amid these negative ratings, some
expatriates still see Kuwait as a place to
be, irrespective of the criticisms. Expats
give Kuwait some credit as they explore
the good side of the country. “As long as
the Kuwaiti dinar remains the strongest in
the world, Kuwait will continue to attract
a lot of expats. People care more about
money and putting food on their table
than any of those indices used in the rat-
ings. With enough money, you can buy as
many friends as you like outside Kuwait.
Most people are coming here to make
money and not friends,” argued Daniel
Kings, an African expat.

Tax-free
Buttressing Daniel’s views, Andre

explored different reasons why people
travel abroad. “People travel to different
places due to different reasons. Some
want a place to make quick and easy
money, while others want a place they can
call home. Most people who come to
Kuwait know what they are in for. We just
need the money. If you need a second
home, holiday destination and other
things, you can go to Australia, Canada,
US, UAE, etc. Tax-free Kuwait has the
strongest currency, and this makes it an
attractive hotspot,” he insisted. 

Kuwait is a tax haven with 0 percent
VAT and 0 percent income tax. For many
Westerners, this makes Kuwait an attrac-
tive place. “Unlike Western countries,
Kuwait is amazingly tax-free. There is no
social life here, but it is a conservative and
nice place to live. Even though life is
expensive here, the fact that we are not
paying any kind of tax makes it easier,”
said Lilith Elo, a European teacher.

Safe place in Mideast
Undoubtedly, Kuwait can be seen as

one of the safest places in the Middle
East. “The crime rate is low comparing
to other countries in the region. We
hardly see/hear cases of armed rob-
beries, carjackings, killings, assassina-
tions and terror-related crimes in
Kuwait. Violent crimes and racial or reli-
gious attacks against foreigners are

rare,” Yuvraj Sanjay, an Indian expat,
told Kuwait Times.

Emma Obod, a consultant, sees Kuwait
as a family-friendly place. “Kuwait has a
family-oriented atmosphere with beautiful
gardens, resorts and other facilities.
Although Kuwait is not as spectacular as
the UAE - it is unique. I prefer Kuwait to
other Gulf states,” he said. Most foreign-
ers Kuwait Times interviewed shared sim-
ilar views. 

Religious freedom
Unlike some other Islamic states,

Kuwait’s constitution protects freedom
of belief. Although Islam is Kuwait’s offi-
cial religion, freedom of religion is guar-
anteed to a reasonable extent.
Government-recognized Christian
denominations include the Catholic
Church, the Coptic Orthodox Church, the
National Evangelical (Protestant)
Church, the Armenian Orthodox Church,
the Greek Orthodox Church, the Greek
Catholic (Melkite) Church and the
Anglican (Episcopalian) Church. 

“There are many churches in Kuwait. I
have been in Kuwait for over 20 years
now and can practice my religion freely,
irrespective of some restrictions. I have
not heard of any Hindus who have been
arrested for practicing their religion. In
some countries, people face persecution
for practicing their religion, but not in
Kuwait,” said Thomas Fernandes, an
Indian expatriate. 

KUWAIT: The annual Consumer Price Index
(CPI) increased in October 2021 by 3.82 per-
cent compared with October 2020, said the
Central Statistical Bureau of Kuwait yester-
day. In a press statement, obtained by KUNA,
the bureau indicated the CPI increased
monthly to 122.4 by 0.25 percent, as a result
of high prices of major groups in the move-
ment of the indices. On an annual level, the
price movement in October 2021 went as fol-
lows with the food and Beverage group prices
increased by 7.73 percent. Cigarette and
tobacco group prices were stable.” The prices
of clothing and footwear group prices
increased by 5.37 percent.”

“Housing services group increased by 0.78
percent, the Household Furniture group prices
increased by 2.45 percent, Health group
prices increased by 2.35 percent, the
Transportation group prices increased by 4.17
percent,” indicated the bureau. It pointed out
that “Communication group prices increased
by 4.16 percent, recreation and cultural group
prices increased by 3.70 percent, the prices
of the education group increased by 18.86
percent, the prices of restaurants and hotels

group increased by 1.22 percent.” 

Kuwait oil price up 
In another development, the price of

Kuwaiti crude oil went up by 87 cents to
$81.21 per barrel (pb), compared with $80.34
pb on Monday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) said yesterday. Globally, the Brent
crude was up $80 cents to $80.80 pb and
West Texas Intermediate also went up by 86
cents to $77.85 pb. — KUNA

Central Statistical Bureau: 
Annual CPI increased by 3.82% 

KUWAIT: Photo captured Kuwait business district in Kuwait City.   

KUWAIT: Residents walk around their neighborhood in this file photo. 

KUWAIT: Foreigners pray in the Catholic Church in Kuwait City. 

Fire ravages 
building in
Mahboula 
KUWAIT: A fire was reported on the second floor
of an eight-storey building in Mahboula. Mangaf
and Fahaheel firemen dealt with the incident and
rescued trapped persons, then evacuated the build-
ing. No injuries were reported. 

Gas explosion
An Asian resident sustained several injuries due

to a cooking gas leak and an explosion in a
Fahaheel flat. Fahaheel firemen put out the fire as
paramedics took the injured person to hospital.


