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Moscow-led troops arrive in Kazakhstan
Dozens killed in unrest l Govt sets new fuel price limits
ALMATY: Bursts of gunfire echoed through the streets
of Kazakhstan’s largest city yesterday as Moscow-led
troops arrived to help quell mass unrest that left dozens
dead and hundreds detained. Fighting appeared to be
continuing a day after protesters stormed several gov-
ernment buildings, with an AFP correspondent hearing
regular eruptions of gunfire from the direction of a cen-
tral square.

Burnt-out vehicles littered Almaty’s streets, several
government buildings were in ruins and bullet casings
were strewn over the territory of the presidential resi-
dence, which was stormed and looted by protesters on
Wednesday. “I didn’t know our people could be so terri-
fying,” Samal, a 29-year-old nursery-school teacher, told
AFP near the residence.

Long seen as one the most stable of the ex-Soviet
republics of Central Asia, energy-rich Kazakhstan is fac-
ing its biggest crisis in decades after days of protests
over rising fuel prices escalated into widespread unrest.
Armed protesters have fought running battles with gov-
ernment forces, with officials saying more than 350
security officers have been wounded and 13 killed,
including two who had their heads cut off.

Under increasing pressure, President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev appealed overnight to the Russia-dominated
Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), which
includes five other ex-Soviet states, to combat what he

called “terrorist groups” that had “received extensive
training abroad”.

‘Inspired from outside’ 
Within hours the alliance said the first troops had

been sent - including Russian paratroopers and military
units from the other CSTO members - in its first major
joint action since its founding in 1999. “Peacekeeping
forces... were sent to the Republic of Kazakhstan for a
limited time to stabilize and normalize the situation,” the
CSTO said in a statement, without specifying the num-
ber of troops involved. The Russian foreign ministry said
it saw the unrest as “an attempt inspired from outside to
undermine the security and integrity” of Kazakhstan.
Footage released by the Russian defense ministry
showed military transport planes being loaded with
troops and armored trucks before taking off from a
snowy runway for Kazakhstan.

In the worst reported violence so far, police said
dozens of people were killed in overnight battles with
security forces at government buildings in Almaty.
“Extremist forces tried to assault administrative build-
ings, the Almaty city police department, as well as local
police commissariats. Dozens of assailants were elimi-
nated,” police spokeswoman Saltanat Azirbek said. The
Almaty’s mayor’s office, stormed and set ablaze by pro-
testers on Wednesday, remained partially on fire a day

later. AFP saw people milling around the square oppo-
site the building and later heard bursts of gunfire from
its direction at around 5:30 pm local time (1130 GMT)
and again an hour later.

2,000 detained
The interior ministry said police had “moved forward

to clear the streets” and detained about 2,000 people so
far. Officials said more than 1,000 people had been
wounded in the unrest, with nearly 400 admitted to hos-
pital and 62 in intensive care. Protests spread across the
nation of 19 million this week in outrage over a New Year
increase in prices for liquid petroleum gas (LPG), which
is widely used to fuel cars in the west of the country.

Thousands took to the streets in Almaty and in the
western province of Mangystau, saying the price rise
was unfair given oil and gas exporter Kazakhstan’s vast
energy reserves. The full picture of the chaos was
unclear, with widespread disruptions to communications
including mobile phone signals, the blocking of online
messengers and hours-long internet shutdowns.

The protests are the biggest threat so far to the
regime established by Kazakhstan’s founding president
Nursultan Nazarbayev, who stepped down in 2019 and
hand-picked Tokayev as his successor. Tokayev tried to
head off further unrest by announcing the resignation of
the cabinet early on Wednesday, but protests continued.

New fuel price limits 
With protests escalating, authorities declared a

nationwide state of emergency until January 19, with
curfews, restrictions on movements and bans on mass
gatherings. The government made another concession
yesterday, setting new fuel price limits for six months,
saying “urgent” measures were needed “to stabilize the
socio-economic situation”.

Much of the anger appeared directed at Nazarbayev,
who is 81 and had ruled Kazakhstan since 1989 before
handing power to Tokayev. Many protesters shouted
“Old Man Out!” in reference to Nazarbayev and several
witnesses confirmed to AFP that a statue of the ex-
leader had been torn down in the southern city of
Taldykorgan.

Britain and France yesterday joined calls from the EU,
UN and Washington for restraint, with French Foreign
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian calling on both sides to
“show moderation and open a dialogue”. Kazakhstan,
which tolerates little real opposition, is a key ally of
Russia but has also sought good ties with the West and
China. A major oil and gas exporter and one of the
world’s biggest producers of uranium, the country has
signed lucrative deals with international energy compa-
nies. Critics say widespread corruption has meant little
of that money reaching ordinary people, with average
monthly salaries in the country of less than $600. —AFP

MOSCOW: This handout image grab taken yesterday shows Russian paratroopers boarding a military cargo plane to depart to Kazakhstan as a peacekeeping force at Chkalovsky airport. —AFP

Tear gas fired as
Sudanese rally
against coup
KHARTOUM: Sudanese security forces fired tear gas
yesterday aiming to stop thousands of protesters
demanding a transition to civilian rule, the latest in
weeks of unrest since a military coup. Singing, beating
drums, and holding up posters of some the dozens
killed in demonstrations since the Oct 25 coup, pro-
testers in the capital Khartoum shouted slogans
against the army in defiance. “We will not stop until we
get our country back,” shouted one protester, 22-year
old Samar Al-Tayeb.

Other protesters set fire to tyres to create burning
barricades on the streets. Crowds were marching
towards the presidential palace in Khartoum when
security forces fired volleys of tear gas canisters form-
ing thick and choking clouds, witnesses said. “Our
marches will continue until we restore our revolution
and our civilian government, even if martyrs fall among
us,” said Mojataba Hussein, a 23-year-old protester.

Deadly crackdown
When military chief General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan

staged the power grab over two months ago, it dis-
mantled a precarious power-sharing arrangement

between the military and civilians that had been estab-
lished in the wake of the April 2019 ouster of longtime
autocrat Omar Al-Bashir. The protests yesterday come
days after prime minister Abdalla Hamdok - who had
first been held under house arrest for weeks following
the coup, before then being reinstated amid interna-
tional pressure in a November 21 deal - resigned leav-
ing the military fully in charge.

The protest movement had slammed the November
deal as a “betrayal” for providing what they said was a
cloak of legitimacy for Burhan’s coup, and had kept up
its rallies. When Hamdok stepped down on Sunday, he
said Sudan was at a “dangerous crossroads threatening
its very survival”. The military takeover - one of several
in Sudan’s post-independence history - has seen securi-
ty forces launch a bloody crackdown that has left at
least 57 people dead and hundreds wounded, according
to the independent Doctors’ Committee.

Protests in several cities
Demonstrations yesterday also took place in other

cities, including in the eastern Red Sea city of Port
Sudan, as well as in Atbara in the north and Wad Madani
in the south, witnesses said. “The authority is that of the
people,” protesters chanted in Wad Madani, as they
demanded soldiers “go back to the barracks”. In Atbara,
protesters called on Burhan to “hand over the country’s
keys and leave,” witnesses said.

Crowds in the central state of North Kordofan chant-
ed “No, no to military rule” while waving and draped in
the national flag. On Tuesday, the United States,

European Union, Britain and Norway warned the mili-
tary against naming their own successor to Hamdok,
saying they would “not support a prime minister or gov-
ernment appointed without the involvement of a broad
range of civilian stakeholders”. The Western statement
added that “unilateral action to appoint a new prime
minister and cabinet would undermine those institutions’
credibility and risks plunging the nation into conflict”.

Protesters have defied a hardline response from the
security forces. Burhan last month issued a decree
allowing security forces to arrest individuals “over
crimes related to the state of emergency”, effectively
banning street protests. Under the decree, security
forces are allowed to enter and search “any building or
individual” and impose “surveillance of any property
and facility”. —AFP

KHARTOUM: Sudanese protesters rallying against the mil-
itary walk past tyres set ablaze by fellow demonstrators
yesterday. —AFP

8 kids among
12 dead in US
house fire
PHILADELPHIA: Jacuita Purifoy lost ten family members
when a fire tore through a converted three-storey house
in Philadelphia Wednesday, killing 12 people in one of the
United States’ deadliest residential infernos in recent
years. “My sisters and my nephews and my nieces are
gone. They are never coming back again,” the 37-year-
old told AFP outside a nearby elementary school where
families of victims were consoling each other.

The Philadelphia mayor’s office said that 12 people,
including eight children, were killed in the blaze, revising
an earlier toll of 13 victims. Purifoy lost seven younger
relatives, the youngest of whom was just one year old.
Three of Purifoy’s sisters also died in the fire, which
happened just before sunrise in public housing in the
eastern US city’s popular museum district of Fairmount.
“I am in shock. I don’t know what to do. I don’t know

what to say,” said Purifoy. “They was somebody who
was supposed to continue life and die of old age, not
from stuff that could have been avoided.”

Officials said eight people escaped the flames, while
another two were hospitalized, one of who was a five-
year-old nephew of Purifoy. “Everybody is gone except
for one child,” she said. “He don’t know what’s going on.
He wants his mom, he wants his dad, he wants his sisters,
he wants his cousins, he wants everybody that he had
lived with for the past five years. “He don’t know what’s
going on, because he’s still a child,” Purifoy added.

At the Bache-Martin Elementary School, a block
away from the site of the disaster, a Salvation Army
truck handed out supplies to relatives. Purifoy rubbed
the back of her sister Qaadira, who wept as she tried to
keep out the cold with a Salvation Army blanket. Near
the burnt building, a local laid a white rose on the
ground under police tape.

Investigation
“This is without a doubt one of the most tragic days

in our city’s history, the loss of so many people in such a
tragic way,” Mayor Jim Kenney told reporters earlier
Wednesday. Philadelphia Fire Department deputy com-
missioner Craig Murphy said the fire was the worst he

had seen in 35 years on the job. He added it was too
early to say what caused the blaze, but that his depart-
ment was investigating.

“It’s not necessarily considered suspicious, but we
have all hands on deck because of the magnitude of this
fire,” he told reporters. “We’re in the process of investi-
gating this to the highest level that we can. We’re incor-
porating all of our resources.” He said that there were
four smoke detectors in the building, but none of them
had been operating. —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Firefighter paramedics work at the scene
of a deadly fire on Wednesday in Philadelphia’s popular
museum district of Fairmount.  —AFP

Online sleuths
track down US
Capitol attackers
WASHINGTON: The FBI is still searching for people
who stormed the US Capitol on Jan 6. So is Kay. The
34-year-old from Washington state is one of a number
of online sleuths tracking down participants in the
attack on Congress. “We’re somewhere between jour-
nalists and law enforcement,” said Kay, who declined
to use her last name for security reasons. “We’re dedi-
cated to finding everyone.”

More than 725 people have been arrested so far
for the attack on the Capitol by supporters of Donald
Trump who were seeking to block congressional certi-
fication of Joe Biden’s presidential election victory.
“January 6 broke my heart and I have never really got-
ten over it,” Kay told AFP, her voice breaking with
emotion. “It seemed, like, sacrilegious. “To me, the
Capitol is - even though I’ve never been there - a sym-
bol of our democracy,” she said. “And that really mat-
ters to me, that we have a healthy, thriving democracy.
“To see the Capitol assaulted like that, and the people
inside, was terrifying, just heartbreaking.”

Kay has spent months at her computer keyboard,
trawling the internet in a hunt for people involved in
the assault on Congress. Attorney General Merrick
Garland, in a speech on Wednesday, thanked members
of the public for their assistance in bringing partici-
pants to justice. “We have received over 300,000 tips
from ordinary citizens, who have been our indispensa-
ble partners in this effort,” Garland said.

Kay, who has a background in video production,
has sifted through thousands of photographs and
hundreds of hours of video of the attack available
online, much of it on social media. “I found that peo-
ple were proudly posting what they had done on
January 6,” she said. “They were proud to be there,
and it was just perfectly logical to brag about it
online. “So you find their social media networks, you
know their username and find them across all the
platforms that they’re on.”

Kay is one of a number of online detectives work-
ing with groups going by names such as Sedition
Hunters, Capitol Hunters and Deep State Dogs. Kay
mainly works with Sedition Hunters, which has a core
of about 20 members and the support of hundreds of
others. They use geolocation and facial recognition
software such as PimEyes, and appeal for information
through Twitter. —AFP


