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PARIS:  French regulators have hit
Google and Facebook with 210 million
euros ($237 million) in fines over their
use of “cookies”, the data used to track
users online, authorities said yesterday.
US tech giants, including the likes of
Apple and Amazon, have come under
growing pressure over their businesses
practices across Europe, where they
have faced massive fines and plans to
impose far-reaching EU rules on how
they operate.

The 150-million-euro fine imposed
on Google was a record by France’s
National Commission for Information
Technology and Freedom (CNIL),
beating a previous cookie-related fine
of 100 million euros against the com-
pany in December 2020.

Facebook was handed a 60-million-
euro fine. “CNIL has determined that
the sites facebook.com, google.fr and
(Google-owned) youtube.com do not
allow users to refuse the use of cook-
ies as simply as to accept them,” the
regulatory body said. The two plat-
forms have three months to adapt their
practices, after which France will
impose fines of 100,000 euros per
day, CNIL added. Google told AFP it
would change its practices following
the ruling. “In accordance with the
expectations of internet users... we are

committed to implementing new
changes, as well as to working actively
with CNIL in response to its decision,”
the US firm said in a statement.

Cookies are little packets of data
that are set up on a user’s computer
when they visit a website, allowing
web browsers to save information
about their session. They are highly
valuable for Google and Facebook as
ways to personalise advertising-their
primary source of revenue.

But privacy advocates have long
pushed back. Since the European
Union passed a 2018 law on personal
data, internet companies face stricter
rules that oblige them to seek the
direct consent of users before
installing cookies on their computers.

90 notices issued 
CNIL argued that Google,

Facebook and YouTube make it very
easy to consent to cookies via a single
button, whereas rejecting the request
requires several clicks.

It had given internet companies until
April 2021 to adapt to the tighter priva-
cy rules, warning that they would start
facing sanctions after that date. French
newspaper Le Figaro was the first to be
sanctioned, receiving a fine of 50,000
euros in July for allowing cookies to be

installed by advertising partners with-
out the direct approval of users, or even
after they had rejected them.

CNIL said recently that it had sent
90 formal notices to websites since
April. In 2020, it inflicted fines of 100
million and 35 million euros respec-

tively on Google and Amazon for their
use of cookies. The fines were based
on an earlier EU law, the General Data
Protection Regulation, with CNIL
arguing that the companies had failed
to give “sufficiently clear” information
to users about cookies. — AFP

LILLE, NORD, France: File photo shows the logos of mobile apps Facebook and Google
displayed on a tablet in Lille, France. French regulators have hit Google and Facebook
with 210 million euros ($237 million) in fines over their use of “cookies”. —AFP

France hits Google, Facebook 
with huge fines over ‘cookies’ 

Google to change its practices following the ruling
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German industrial 
orders bounce 
back in November 
FRANKFURT: German industrial orders
rebounded in November after a sharp drop in
October, official data showed yesterday, despite
persistent shortages in raw materials and compo-
nents weighing on the sector. The indicator,
which gives a foretaste of industrial production,
climbed by 3.7 percent in November over the
previous month, having fallen by 5.8 percent in
October, according to revised figures from the
federal statistics agency Destatis.

The figures were a “positive impulse for the
economic outlook”, the economy ministry said in
a statement, while noting that “economic activity
continues to be hampered by supply bottle-
necks”. The country’s flagship auto industry,
which was plagued by shortages of key compo-
nents throughout 2021, saw orders increase by
seven percent in November, having experienced
a 4.7 percent fall the month before.

Whether those orders could be filled promptly
will depend on whether supply chain issues sub-
side in the new year. The lack of semiconductors,
a key part for both conventional and electric vehi-
cles, pushed car sales in Germany to their lowest
level since reunification in 1990, after a sharp drop
in 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Producers of other transportation modes, such
as planes and boats, saw incoming orders grow
by 32 percent on October pushed by a raft of
major orders. International demand, which suf-
fered particularly in October, increased by eight
percent over the previous month.

Order growth from inside the eurozone was
particularly strong, up 13.1 percent, while those
from other countries rose five percent. Domestic
orders meanwhile slipped 2.5 percent on the pre-
vious month, as the government imposed new
health restrictions to tackle increasing numbers
of coronavirus cases. — AFP

Taiwan sets up $200m 
fund for Lithuania 
after China row
VILNIUS:  Taiwan said Wednesday it would set up
a fund with $200 million (176 million euros) to
invest in Lithuania, as businesses there complain of
losses from a China-Lithuania row.

Lithuania allowed Taiwan to open a representa-
tive office in Vilnius in November under its own
name-a significant diplomatic departure that set off

a bitter dispute with China. “Taiwan is setting up an
investment fund with an initial funding of 200 mil-
lion US dollars to invest in Lithuanian industries
which are strategic for both Lithuania and Taiwan,”
said Eric Huang, the head of the Taiwanese repre-
sentative office in Lithuania. He said the investment
was part of Taiwan’s plan to develop economic ties
with Lithuania following pressure from China.
Huang said the fund would invest in semiconductor,
laser, biotechnology and similar Lithuanian indus-
tries, with the first investments expected this year.

The Baltic EU state defied pressure from Beijing
and allowed Taipei to open a de facto embassy.
That prompted retaliation, Lithuanian business

leaders and officials say, in the form of blocked
exports from Lithuania and other economic restric-
tions. A Taiwanese liquor company said this week
that it has snapped up more than 20,000 bottles of
Lithuanian rum that were blocked from China.

Huang said that 120 cargo containers that were
affected had also been bought by Taiwan. The
United States, which has been increasingly vocal in
its concerns about Beijing, has also offered support
to Lithuania. United States Trade Representative
Katherine Tai, in a telephone call with Lithuanian
Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis, promised
cooperation to “address coercive diplomatic and
economic behaviour,” her office said. — AFP


