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News in brief

Kuwait’s ambassador to US 
feted at Memorial Day parade

Sheikh Salem lauds American sacrifices in liberation of Kuwait
WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Ambassador to the 
United States Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah was honored 
Monday for his “steadfast and generous support” of 
the annual National Memorial Day parade since its 
inception in 2005, support that has been “crucial to 
the parade’s survival and growth”. James Roberts, 
Founder and President of the American Veterans 
Center, which hosts the annual National Memorial 
Day Parade, said during remarks at the parade that 
since the parade began in 2005, Kuwait has been 
one of the first sponsors “and they’ve been with us 
ever since”.  

Roberts added every year Sheikh Salem 
attends the parade, “expressing the gratitude that 
the people of Kuwait have to the people in the 
United States for the liberation of their country.” 
He noted that “in the early years, survival of this 
parade was very, very tenuous from year to year 
and I frankly don’t know whether we would be 
here today have it not been for the steadfast sup-
port of the people of Kuwait.” 
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WASHINGTON: (Left) Kuwait’s Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah poses with the Founder and President of the American Veterans Center James 
Roberts. (Right) Kuwait’s float at the National Memorial Day Parade Society. — KUNA photos

4 women appointed to Municipal Council  
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet ratified on Tuesday a 
decree appointing six members to the Municipal 
Council, including four women - Ismael Behbehani, 
Sharifa Al-Shalfan, Alyaa Al-Farsi, Abdullatif Al-
Deai, Munira Al-Amir and Farah Al-Roumi. The 
Cabinet conveyed the decree to HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, wish-
ing all members success in fulfilling their duties 
towards their country. — KUNA (See Page 3)

India growth slows on inflation, oil 
 
NEW DELHI: India’s growth slowed further in 
the first three months of 2022, the National 
Statistics Office said Tuesday, with inflation and 
higher oil prices denting a post-pandemic recov-
ery. Asia’s third-largest economy grew 4.1 percent, 
year-on-year, in the last quarter, NSO data 
showed. Annual growth for the 12 months to the 
end of March stood at 8.7 percent. Rising global 
commodity prices have sparked concern among 
policymakers, while the country of 1.4 billion 
people imports more than 80 percent of its 
crude oil.— AFP (See Page 8)

Real Housewives lands in Dubai 
 
DUBAI: The Real Housewives reality television fran-
chise is landing in Dubai, to mixed reactions among res-
idents of the emirate long known as a playground for 
the rich. Six women, only one of whom is Emirati, star in 
Bravo TV’s “The Real Housewives of Dubai”, which 
premieres on Wednesday, amid criticism that the show 
does not reflect reality on the ground in the emirate. 
Much like the Real Housewives series, the show 
will follow the lives of affluent women in Dubai, 
offering an inside look into their glamourous — 
and often dramatic — world. (See Page 11)

i24NEWS opens Morocco bureaus 
 
JERUSALEM: International news channel 
i24NEWS announced it had opened bureaus in 
Rabat and Casablanca Tuesday, the first Zionist 
entity-based outlet to do so in Morocco, following 
the restoration of ties in 2020. The channel, which 
broadcasts in Arabic, English and French from its 
headquarters in Jaffa, already has a Dubai bureau 
opened after the Zionist entity normalized rela-
tions with the UAE the same year. — AFP

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s parliament speaker Nabih Berri 
presides over the first session of the newly-elected 
assembly at its headquarters on May 31, 2022. —AFP

BEIRUT: Lebanese lawmakers reelected Nabih Berri 
as parliament speaker Tuesday for a seventh consecu-
tive term, cementing his reputation as an immovable 
centerpiece of the country’s political landscape. Berri’s 
candidacy went largely unchallenged but the 84-year-
old clinched only the bare minimum number of votes 
needed for a win - one of his lowest counts since he 
first rose to the helm of parliament 30 years ago. 

Some lawmakers spoilt their ballots by writing slo-

gans blaming the ruling class that Berri embodies for 
the successive crises that have hit Lebanon, from the 
2020 Beirut port explosion to political assassinations 
and an ongoing economic meltdown. “I will put the 
insults behind me... and approach blank ballots with a 
blank heart,” Berri said after his victory, in one of his 
trademark quips. 

He said he would extend his hand to all lawmakers 
so that, together, they can streamline overdue reforms 
and facilitate the appointment of a prime minister and 
a new president. “The Lebanese, and the rest of world, 
are looking to you as a beacon of hope, possibly the 
only one,” Berri told lawmakers. “We all live if 
Lebanon lives.” Aged 84, the warlord-turned-politi-
cian is one of the longest-serving chiefs of any parlia-
ment in the world.  
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DUBAI: The Zionist entity signed a free trade deal 
with the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, its first 
with an Arab country, building on their US-bro-
kered normalization of diplomatic relations in 2020. 
The Zionist entity’s ambassador to the oil-rich UAE, 

Amir Hayek, tweeted “mabruk” - congratulations in 
Arabic - with a photo of Emirati and Zionist officials 
holding documents at a signing ceremony in Dubai. 

The Emirati envoy to the Zionist entity, Mohamed 
Al-Khaja, hailed as an “unprecedented achieve-
ment” the deal that, according to the Zionist side, 
scraps customs duties on 96 percent of all products 
traded. “Businesses in both countries will benefit 
from faster access to markets and lower tariffs as 
our nations work together to increase trade, create 
jobs, promote new skills and deepen cooperation,” 
Khaja tweeted. 

The 2020 deal was part of the US-brokered 

Abraham Accords that also saw the Zionist entity 
establish diplomatic ties with Bahrain and Morocco. 
Two-way trade between the Zionist entity and the 
UAE last year totaled some $900 million, according 
to Zionist figures. UAE-Zionist Business Council 
president Dorian Barak predicted that trade would 
soon multiply between the regional powerhouse 
economies. 

“UAE-(Zionist) trade will exceed $2 billion in 
2022, rising to around $5 billion in five years, bol-
stered by collaboration in renewables, consumer 
goods, tourism and the life sciences sectors,” he 

Continued on Page 6 

Zionist entity 
signs UAE free 
trade deal

SAQQARA, Egypt: Egypt on Monday 
unveiled a cache of sarcophagi and 
bronze statuettes - including one of 
pioneering architect Imhotep - at the 
Saqqara archaeological site south of 
Cairo. They were the latest in a series 
of discoveries made in the area. 
Saqqara is a vast necropolis of the 
ancient Egyptian capital Memphis, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site home to 
more than a dozen pyramids, animal 
burial sites and ancient Coptic 
Christian monasteries. 

Among the 150 bronze statuettes 
unearthed in the latest findings is one 
of Imhotep, who “revolutionized archi-
tecture” in the ancient world, Mostafa 
Waziri, head of Egypt’s Supreme 

Council of Antiquities, told reporters. 
Imhotep, who lived in the third millen-
nium BC, built the Djoser step pyramid, 
one of the earliest in ancient Egypt. He 
later became the god of medicine. 

Waziri revealed a goal for the 
archaeological mission, which has so 
far undertaken four seasons of exca-
vations in the area: “To find the tomb 
of Imhotep.” Other unearthed stat-
uettes depict various gods and god-
desses including Bastet, Anubis, Osiris, 
Amunmeen, Isis, Nefertum and Hathor, 
according to a statement from the 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities. 

The mission also unveiled “250 
wooden sarcophagi with mummies 
inside, dating back to the Late 
Period,” around the fifth century BC, 
Waziri said. Inside one sarcophagus, 
the team found an untouched and 
sealed papyrus, he said. It has been 
transferred to the laboratory of the 
Egyptian Museum in central Cairo for 
full restoration and study, Waziri said. 
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SAQQARA, Egypt: Statuettes depicting Egyptian goddesses Isis and Nephthys 
and other sarcophaguses found in a cache dating to the Egyptian Late Period 
are displayed after their discovery at the Bubastian cemetery at the Saqqara 
necropolis on May 30, 2022. —AFP 


