
Kuwait airport 2nd
worst in on-time
performance, service
quality, shops
KUWAIT: A travel website has ranked Kuwait’s
airport as the second worst worldwide in terms of
on-time performance, service quality, and food and
shops. AirHelp, a German-based website that
releases an annual ranking of the world’s major air-
ports, bases its assessment on the three aforemen-
tioned metrics. Eight of the 10 worst airports in the
world on this year’s list are located in Europe.

“Kuwait International Airport served over 15 mil-
lion people in 2019,” Business Insider wrote in a
report covering the index’s results. “It also has a
military airbase that is used by the Kuwait Air
Force.” “The airport has a 2/10 rating on Skytrax,
with some passengers complaining about a horrible
smell in the airport and ‘unprofessional and slow
boarding,’” it further pointed out.

The list ranks Lisbon Portela Airport in Portugal
as the world’s worst, saying that passengers have
often complained about the long lines at immigra-

tion, with some waiting for up to six hours to get
through passport control. “The airport has an aver-
age rating of 3/10 on Skytrax, with one user saying
it is ‘the worst airport we have ever traveled from,’”
the report reads.

Eindhoven Airport (Netherlands) is third on the
list, followed by Henri Coanda International Airport
(Romania), Malta International Airport (Malta),

Manchester Airport (United Kingdom), Paris Orly
Airport (France), Porto Airport (Portugal), Billy
Bishop Toronto City Airport (Canada) and London
Gatwick Airport (United Kingdom).

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Cabinet on Tuesday said that
the country has not seen any cases of monkeypox
as of Tuesday, the Cabinet said, adding that strin-
gent precautions are already in place to keep the
illness at bay. Holding an extraordinary meeting
to discuss the virus, Health Minister Dr Khaled
Al-Saeed analyzed global statistics on the spread
of monkeypox, which show that the virus has
appeared in a growing number of countries. On
national commitments towards Kuwait’s food
security, the Cabinet reviewed the objectives of
an ad hoc ministerial committee tasked with look-
ing into the matter, which include efforts to
ensure the adequate availability of main com-
modities. The Cabinet went on to wish the newly
elected Municipal Council success as the body
seeks to bring the wishes and aspirations of
Kuwaitis to fruition.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet ratified on Tuesday, in
an extraordinary meeting at Seif Palace headed
by His Highness the Prime Minister  Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, a decree
naming several members to be appointed to the
Municipal Council. The official Twitter account
of the Council of Ministers announced the names

of the appointed members as follows: Ismael
Bahbahani, Sharifa Al-Shalfan, Alyaa Al-Farsi,
Abdullatif Al-Deai, Munira Al-Amir and Farah
Al-Roumi. It added that the decree was con-

veyed to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, wishing all mem-
bers success in fulfilling their duties towards
their country. — KUNA
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News in brief
Crown Prince receives
Sheikh Nasser, oil minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at
Bayan Palace on Tuesday His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. He
also hosted Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Oil and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Dr
Mohammad Abdulatif Al-Fares.

Speaker to Brussels for
visa exemption vote

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem is leading a delegation of
lawmakers for talks in Brussels with their
European Union (EU) counterparts, aiming to
finalize a deal on allowing Kuwaitis visa-free
travel to Schengen countries. The lawmakers will
join a vote in the Belgian capital along with mem-
bers of the EU’s legislative arm on whether to
greenlight the move. The European Commission
said last month that it would include Kuwait in its
list of nations whose citizens are granted visa-
free travel to the EU’s Schengen zone. 

NCCAL mourns 
Aziza Al-Bassam 

KUWAIT: The National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letters (NCCAL) mourned Monday Aziza Al-
Bassam, who had an outstanding role in empower-
ing women in cultural, social and educational
actions. The deceased was the founder of the first
public library for women in the State of Kuwait. In
a press statement, Acting NCCAL secretary gen-
eral Issa Al-Ansari pointed to Al-Bassam’s books
and documentation of the crimes of the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait as well as the establishment of
libraries locally. She also had an active role in
organizing the women’s conference by the
Women’s Cultural and Social Society in 1975.

Kuwait follows up on global
monkeypox developments

Cabinet ratifies decree on appointing Municipal Council members

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (center) chairs the Cabinet’s
meeting on Tuesday. —KUNA

DGCA gains ISO
9001 certificate
for second time
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) gained the ISO 9001 certificate
for aviation data monitoring division, at the air
navigation sector affiliated to DGCA. This is the
second time for DGCA to win this certificate for
organizing quality systems, after implementing
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
requirement, DGCA added in a statement to the
press on Tuesday. The data monitoring division

conducted wide updates of its devices and sys-
tems to organize flight plans and navigational
maps provided to users by airlines’ companies
and aircraft operators by implementing a qualifi-
cation plan that comes in accordance with quali-
ty department criteria, it said. DGCA vowed to
continue developing the quality management
department to guarantee and ensure the safety,
regularity and efficiency of international air navi-
gat ion in  the country, i t  added. ISO 9001
Certified means an organization has met the
requirements in ISO 9001, which defines an ISO
9001 Quality Management System (QMS). ISO
9001 evaluates whether your Qual i ty
Management System is appropriate and effec-
tive, while forcing you to identify and implement
improvements. —KUNA

EPA acts to 
reduce dust 
storms in Kuwait
KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority is
coordinating with various organizations and
authorities to minimize dust storms in Kuwait.
Director General of the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) and Chairman of the Board of
Directors Sheikh Abdullah Ahmad Al-Hamoud Al-
Sabah affirmed keenness on diminishing dust

storms via afforestation. Sheikh Abdullah affirmed
in a workshop organized by EPA on Monday that
the authority is cooperating with several bodies to
develop a new system and find environmentally
friendly solutions to stabilize the soil and reduce
sprawling dust. He added that EPA’s personnel are
also working with the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources to plant
trees in various areas to reduce dust occurring in
Kuwait. Sheikh Abdullah noted that regarding the
seasonal fish deaths in Kuwait Bay caused by
oxygen depletion in the water, EPA is addressing
the issue alongside the Ministry of Public Works
and the Ministry of Finance by developing ways
for water treatment. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Palm trees lined up on the side of a main road in Kuwait in this file photo. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: This file photo shows people leaving Kuwait International Airport. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat


