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Key Ukraine city ‘divided in half’ 
Two Russian soldiers sentenced to more than 11 years in jail each 

Trudeau
announces 
handgun ‘freeze’
OTTAWA, Canada: Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau announced Monday a proposed
freeze on handgun ownership in Canada
that would effectively ban their importa-
tion and sale, following recent mass
shootings in the United States. The bill
must still be passed by Parliament, with
the ruling Liberals holding only a minority
of seats.

“We’re introducing legislation to
implement a national freeze on handgun
ownership,” Trudeau told a news confer-
ence, joined by dozens of families and
friends of victims of gun violence. “What
this means is that it will no longer be pos-
sible to buy, sell, transfer or import hand-
guns anywhere in Canada,” he said. “In
other words, we’re capping the market for
handguns.”

Days after Canada’s worst mass shoot-
ing left 23 dead in rural Nova Scotia in
April 2020, the government banned 1,500
types of military-grade or assault-style
firearms. But Trudeau acknowledged
Monday that gun violence continues to
rise. The government statistical agency
reported last week that firearms-related
violent crimes account for less than three
percent of all violent crimes in Canada.
But since 2009 the per capita rate of guns
being pointed at someone has nearly
tripled, while the rate at which a gun was
fired with an intent to kill or wound is up
five-fold.

Almost two-thirds of gun crimes in
urban areas involved handguns. Police
often point to smuggling from the United
States-which is reeling from recent shoot-
ings at a school in Texas and at a super-
market in New York state-as the main
source of handguns. Public Safety
Minister Marco Mendicino estimated
there are about one million handguns in
this country-up significantly from a
decade ago.

“People should be free to go to the
supermarket, their school or their place of
worship without fear,” Trudeau said.
“People should be free to go to the park
or to a birthday party without worrying
about what might happen from a stray
bullet. “Gun violence is a complex prob-
lem,” he said. “But at the end of the day,
the math is really quite simple: The fewer
the guns in our communities, the safer
everyone will be.” New Democratic public
safety critic, MP Alistair MacGregor, indi-
cated his party would be willing to work
with the Liberals to get the proposed law
passed.—AFP

KYIV: Russian forces have seized control of
half of eastern Ukraine’s key city of
Severodonetsk, a senior official said Tuesday,
hours after EU leaders struck a watered-
down deal to ban more than two-thirds of
Moscow’s oil imports. In central Ukraine, two
Russian soldiers were sentenced to more
than 11 years in jail each after a court found
them guilty of firing artillery at civilian areas
soon after Moscow’s February 24 invasion.

Severodonetsk is one of several industrial
hubs that lie on Russia’s path to capturing
the Donbas’s Lugansk region, where
Moscow has shifted the bulk of its firepower
since failing to capture Kyiv in the war’s early
stages. “Unfortunately, the front line divides
the city in half. But the city is still defending
itself, the city is still Ukrainian, our soldiers
are defending it,” said Oleksandr Stryuk,
head of Severodonetsk’s military and civil
administration. Lugansk regional governor
Sergiy Gaiday earlier described the situation
as “extremely complicated”, conceding that
parts of the city were controlled by Russian
forces. But as Russian troops edged closer to
the Severodonetsk city centre, EU leaders at
a summit in Brussels were tightening the
economic screws on Moscow.

A compromise oil embargo deal reached

late Monday, meant to punish Russia for its
invasion, cuts “a huge source of financing for
its war machine,” European Council chief
Charles Michel tweeted. Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban, one of the key figures
who blocked an agreement by the 27-nation
bloc, hailed the deal for preserving
Budapest’s supply of cheap crude from
Moscow. “Families can sleep peacefully
tonight, we kept out the most hair-raising
idea,” Orban, whose country borders war-
torn Ukraine to the west, said in a video
message.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
had urged Europe to forge their “indepen-
dence” from Russian energy. The situation on
the eastern front line in Donbas has become
increasingly desperate, with Ukrainian towns
facing near constant shelling by Russian
forces. “We see some cars driving around
with Ukrainian flags so we figure that means
we are still part of Ukraine,” said Yevgen
Onyshchenko, a 42-year-old plumber in a
powerless apartment in Severodonetsk’s twin
city Lysychansk. “But otherwise, we are in
the dark.” A French journalist, Frederic
Leclerc-Imhoff, was killed while covering
civilian evacuations in the area on Monday.
An overnight rocket attack killed at least
three people and wounded six in the city of
Slovyansk, Donetsk regional governor Pavlo
Kirilenko said Tuesday on Telegram. “I
repeat once again that there are no safe
places in the Donetsk region, so I call again:
evacuate-save your lives,” he said. In the
southern region of Kherson, the country’s
military leadership said Ukrainian forces
have pushed back, as prosecutors pressed
ahead with prosecutions of captured Russian
soldiers.—AFP

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s security personnel carry the bodies of victims of a crash of a Twin Otter aircraft
operated by Tara Air that crashed earlier in the Himalayas with 22 people on board, brought to
Kathmandu on an army helicopter at Tribhuvan International Airport in Kathmandu. — AFP
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All 22 bodies 
retrieved from 
Nepal plane crash
POKHARA, Nepal: Nepali rescuers have
retrieved all 22 bodies from a plane that
crashed in the Himalayas, authorities said
Tuesday. Air traffic control lost contact with
the Twin Otter shortly after it took off from
Pokhara in western Nepal on Sunday morn-
ing and headed for Jomsom, a popular
trekking destination.

Its wreckage was found a day later,
strewn across a mountainside at an altitude
of around 14,500 feet (4,400 metres). “All 22
bodies have been carried to Kathmandu by
Nepal Army’s (Mi-17) helicopter,” Tribhuvan
International Airport spokesman Teknath
Sitoula told AFP.  “After postmortem, they
will hand over the dead bodies to their family
members.” About 60 people were involved in

the search mission, including the army,
police, mountain guides and locals, most of
whom trekked uphill for miles to get there.
Many spent the night camped at the high-
altitude site.

The chief of Nepal’s Civil Aviation
Authority, Pradeep Adhikari, said the gov-
ernment had formed a committee to investi-
gate the accident. “Our pilots fly in very
challenging terrains and in unpredictable
weather. We are looking into what can be
done to minimise such accidents, especially
in monsoon and pre-monsoon periods,”
Adhikari said. The cause of the crash is yet to
be confirmed, but Pokhara Airport
spokesman Dev Raj Subedi said on Monday
that the aircraft, operated by Nepali carrier
Tara Air, did not catch fire in the air. The
flight data recorder and the cockpit voice
recorder have also been recovered from the
crash site, Sitoula said Tuesday. There were
16 Nepalis, four Indians and two Germans on
the twin-prop aircraft. The Germans, in their
50s, were heading for a two-week trek in the
remote Upper Mustang area with their
Nepali guide.—AFP

PARIS: Former chambermaid Rachel
Keke took on her employers and won a
gruelling battle for better working condi-
tions in the Paris hotel where she
cleaned. Now she’s running to be an MP.
Keke, 48, will run on a ticket for a new
left-wing alliance in France’s parliamen-
tary polls in June.

She faces French President Emmanuel
Macron’s former sports minister, Roxana
Maracineanu, in the fight for a seat in the
southeastern Paris suburbs. “I will beat
her. She doesn’t live here. She’s not from
the working-class suburbs,” Keke told
AFP as she campaigned in the district of
Chevilly-Larue on the outskirts of the
capital.

“What are you coming here for?,”
Keke said, as if addressing her rival. “We
are the ones who live in deprived areas
and do key jobs. We are the ones who
are held in contempt and are exploited.
So let us defend ourselves in parliament.”
Centrist Macron is seeking a legislative
majority to push through his domestic
agenda following his re-election in April.
The left-wing alliance, made up of new
faces such as Keke’s, threatens to block
his programme.

Keke was one of around 20 chamber-
maids-most originally from sub-Saharan
Africa-who defied their employers at an
Ibis hotel in northwestern Paris to
demand better pay and working condi-
tions. Nearly two years later, in May

2021, the fight against global hotel giant
Accor, which owns the Ibis brand, ended
in victory. They won a pay increase of
between 250 and 500 euros ($270-540)
per month.

MPs from the far-left France
Unbowed (LFI) party supported the
women throughout the campaign, lead-
ing Keke to campaign for them during
the presidential election. But running for
MP was not part of her plans, until local
LFI official Hadi Issahnane suggested it
to her. “We’re not far from her being a
symbol of our political struggle-quite lit-
erally. She naturally embodies it,”
Issahnane told AFP.—AFP

Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.

PARIS: Nupes leader Jean-Luc Melenchon
of the LFI leftist party delivers a speech dur-
ing the launching of the Parliament of the
left-wing electoral coalition Nouvelle Union
Populaire Ecologique et Sociale (New
Popular Ecological and Social Union -
Nupes) in Paris. — AFP

BRUSSELS: European Council president Charles Michel (R) and Commission president Ursula von der Leyen address the closing press conference of an European Union summit on Ukraine, defence and energy, in Brussels on May 31, 2022. The 27-
nation bloc leaders agreed to a sixth package of sanctions that will see the majority of Russian oil stopped, but exempted supplies by pipeline in a concession to hold-out Hungary. — AFP
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