
Wednesday, June 1, 2022

6
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

Continued from Page 1 
 
Sheikh Salem was presented at the parade with a 

plaque in recognition of his generous support. 
“Ambassador Al-Sabah has personified the fraternal 
ties of friendship that bind our two nations, and his 
steadfast support of the American Veterans Center 
and the military services of the United States will 
never be forgotten,” Roberts said.  

Sheikh Salem said in his remarks at the parade, 
which was attended by thousands of people from 
across the nation and broadcast on television, that 
“I’m here today to tell you that Kuwait will never 

forget what America did for us 32 years ago”. “Our 
gratitude to what you did and your sacrifices to us 
will always be engraved in our hearts and always in 
our minds and we’re teaching our younger genera-
tions what America stands for and what America did 
for us,” he said. 

“I stand in front of you today as an ambassador 
of a free, independent and sovereign country, 
because of what you did for us, because of your 
sacrifice. So we’re here to say thank you. We will 
always remember and we will always be part of this 
parade and we will be a proud supporter and par-
ticipator in this parade as we move forward,” Sheikh 
Salem added. Kuwait participated in the parade, 
which is the largest Memorial Day event in the 
nation, with a float that passed on Constitution 
Avenue to convey “deep appreciation for those who 
served and those who fell” in the fight to liberate 
the country. — KUNA 
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An ally of the powerful Shiite militant group 

Hezbollah, Berri has weathered decades of turbu-
lence and shifting political tides, including the cur-
rent economic crisis and a 2019 protest movement 
demanding wholesale political reform. Even after 
parliamentary elections in May yielded modest but 
unprecedented gains for independent candidates, 
Berri’s position remained largely unchallenged. 

He clinched a new four-year term during parlia-
ment’s opening session on Tuesday with the votes of 
just 65 of parliament’s 128 members. That was down 
from the 98 votes he secured in 2018. Opponents 
spoilt their ballots with a variety of political slogans. 
“Justice for the victims of the Beirut blast,” read one 
ballot, referring to a 2020 explosion at the capital’s 
port that killed more than 200 people. 

“Lokman Slim,” read several ballots, referring to 
a Hezbollah critic who was found murdered in his 
car last year. Berri will preside over a deeply frag-
mented parliament prone to the kind of deadlock 
that has paralyzed Lebanese politics for decades. 

Lawmakers will be called upon to push through 
long-overdue reforms to stem a financial crisis that 
has plunged most Lebanese into poverty. 

Berri’s Amal Movement and Hezbollah hold all 27 
Shiite-allocated seats in parliament but lack an over-
all parliamentary majority. Berri’s re-election Tuesday 
was largely expected and held within legal deadlines 
but intense political horse-trading is expected in the 
coming months. Observers have warned of protract-
ed deadlocks during consultations to name a new 
prime minister and in the run-up to an election later 
this year to replace President Michel Aoun. 

Ahead of Tuesday’s session, independent law-
makers born out of the 2019 protest movement 
joined relatives of the victims of the Beirut port 
blast in a symbolic march from the docks to parlia-
ment. They chanted “revolution” as they passed by 
Martyrs’ Square - the focal point of the 2019 
protests. “This square will be our reference,” said 
independent lawmaker Firas Hamdan, who stepped 
into parliament for the first time on Tuesday. 

A lawyer by training, Berri won power as a militia 
leader during the 1975-1990 civil war and transi-
tioned to politics as the war ended. He was named 
minister several times between 1984 and 1992. That 
year, in the first polls after the war ended, Berri was 
simultaneously elected a member and speaker of 
parliament - the highest post for a Shiite in the 
country’s sectarian political system. — AFP 

Lebanon reelects 
Berri as speaker...

COPENHAGEN: After staying out of the European 
Union’s common defence policy for 30 years, Denmark 
votes Wednesday in a referendum on whether to over-
turn its opt-out after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

More than 65 percent of the country’s 4.3 million 
eligible voters are expected to vote in favour of drop-
ping the exemption, the latest opinion poll published 
on Sunday suggested. Analysts’ predictions have how-
ever been cautious, given the low voter turnout 
expected in a country that has often said “no” to fur-
ther EU integration, most recently in 2015. 

“We must always cast our ballots when there is a 
vote”, Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen urged Danes 
in the final televised debate of the campaign on 
Sunday. “I believe with all my heart that we have to 
vote yes. At a time when we need to fight for security 
in Europe, we need to be more united with our neigh-
bours”, she said. Denmark has been an EU member 
since 1973, but it put the brakes on transferring more 
power to Brussels in 1992 when 50.7 percent of Danes 
rejected the Maastricht Treaty, the EU’s founding 
treaty. It needed to be ratified by all member states to 
enter into force. In order to persuade Danes to 
approve the treaty, Copenhagen negotiated a series of 
exemptions and Danes finally approved it the following 
year. Since then, Denmark has remained outside the 
European single currency, the euro — which it reject-

ed in a 2000 referendum — as well as the bloc’s com-
mon policies on justice and home affairs, and defence. 

 
‘Ukraine the major reason’ 

The defence opt-out means that the Scandinavian 
country, a founding member of NATO, does not par-
ticipate in EU foreign policy where defence is con-
cerned and does not contribute troops to EU military 
missions. Denmark is the only country to have negoti-
ated a defence opt-out, though Malta remains de facto 
outside as well. Copenhagen has exercised its opt-out 
235 times in 29 years, according to a tally by the 
Europa think tank. 

Danish PM Frederiksen called the referendum just 
two weeks after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and after 
having reached an agreement with a majority of par-
ties in Denmark’s parliament, the Folketing. 

At the same time, she also announced plans to 
increase defence spending to two percent of GDP, in 
line with NATO membership requirements, by 2033. 

“It was a big surprise”, said the director of the 
Europa think tank, Lykke Friis. “For the past many, 
many years, nobody thought that the government 
would put the defence opt-out to a national referen-
dum”, she said. “There’s no doubt that Ukraine was the 
major reason for calling the referendum.” 

Berlin’s announcement that it was reversing 
decades of defence policy by massively hiking its mili-
tary spending also played a key role in the Danish 
decision, Friis said. Germany is Denmark’s closest ally, 
along with the United States. “The very fact that they 
stepped up their game put Denmark in a position 
where we could not hide behind Germany any more”. 

 
‘NATO is enough’  

Eleven of Denmark’s 14 parties have urged voters to 
say “yes” to dropping the opt-out, representing more 
than three-quarters of seats in parliament. Two far-
right eurosceptic parties — the Danish People’s Party 
and The New Right — as well as the far-left Unity List, 
have meanwhile called for Danes to say “no”. 

One of their main arguments is that the emergence 
of a joint European defence would come at the 
expense of NATO, which has been the cornerstone of 
Denmark’s defence since its creation in 1949. 

“NATO is the guarantor of Denmark’s security. It 
would be totally different if it were decided in 
Brussels,” the head of the Danish People’s Party 
Morten Messerschmitt argued during Sunday’s debate. 

After Finland and Sweden recently reversed 
decades of military non-alignment to apply for mem-
bership in NATO, and the Danish referendum, the 
three Nordic neighbours could all suddenly find them-
selves doubled up on European defence policy and 
NATO membership. The results of the referendum are 
expected around 11:00 pm (2100 GMT) on 
Wednesday. Denmark’s autonomous territories of 
Greenland — which is not in the EU — and the 
Faroe Islands are not participating in the referendum. 
In December 2015, Danes voted “no” to strengthen-
ing their cooperation with the European Union on 
police and security matters for fear of losing their 
sovereignty over immigration. — AFP 

Denmark votes on scrapping EU defence  
opt-out after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
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COPENHAGEN: Political spokeswoman of The Red-Green Alliance Mai Villadsen (R) hands out flyers during her par-
ty’s “NO” campaign at Noerreport Station in Copenhagen, Denmark. — AFP 

Iran: IAEA report  
on undeclared  
sites ‘not fair’ 
 
 
TEHRAN: Iran condemned as “not fair” Tuesday a 
report by the UN nuclear watchdog on traces of 
nuclear material found at three undeclared sites, as 
talks on reviving a 2015 deal remain deadlocked. 
“Unfortunately, this report does not reflect the reality 
of the negotiations between Iran and the IAEA,” for-
eign ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh told 
reporters, referring to the Monday report by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

“It’s not a fair and balanced report,” he said, 
adding: “We expect this path to be corrected.” The 
IAEA’s report came as talks to restore the 2015 
nuclear deal between Iran and major powers have seen 
no major developments since March. In the report, the 
watchdog said it still had questions which were “not 
clarified” regarding nuclear material previously found 
at three sites-Marivan, Varamin and Turquzabad-which 
had not been declared by Iran as having hosted 
nuclear activities. It said its long-running efforts to get 
Iranian officials to explain the presence of nuclear 
material had failed to provide answers to its questions. 
Iran and the IAEA agreed in March on an approach for 
resolving the issue of the sites, one of the remaining 
obstacles to reviving the 2015 deal. 

Under the agreement, IAEA chief Rafael Grossi is 
due to “report his conclusions” to the watchdog’s 
board of governors at a meeting scheduled for next 
week. While most of the activities concerned are 
thought to date back to the early 2000s, sources say 

that one of the sites, in the Turquzabad district of 
Tehran, may have been used for storing uranium as 
recently as 2018. Iran saw an Israeli hand in the IAEA’s 
latest findings. “It is feared that the political pressure 
exerted by the Zionist regime and some other actors 
has caused the normal path of the agency’s reports to 
change from technical to political,” Khatibzadeh said. 
Earlier, Iran’s representative to the IAEA, Mohammad 
Reza Ghaebi, said the report “does not reflect Iran’s 
extensive cooperation with the agency”. 

“Iran considers this approach unconstructive to the 
current close relations and cooperation between the 

country and the IAEA,” he said, adding: “The agency 
should be aware of the destructive consequences of 
publishing such one-sided reports.” 

 
Accelerated enrichment  

In a separate report published Monday, the IAEA 
estimated that Iran’s stockpile of enriched uranium had 
grown to more than 18 times the limit agreed in the 
2015 deal. The agency “estimated that, as of May 15, 
2022, Iran’s total enriched stockpile was 3,809.3 kilo-
grams.” The limit in the 2015 deal was set at 300 kg 
(660 pounds) of a specific compound, the equivalent 
of 202.8 kg of uranium. The agreement, formally 
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, 
gave Iran relief from crippling economic sanctions in 
exchange for curbs on its nuclear activities. 

But the pact was left hanging by a thread when US 
president Donald Trump unilaterally pulled out in 2018 
and reimposed biting sanctions, prompting Iran to 
begin rolling back on its own commitments. One of 
those commitments was that Iran should not enrich 
uranium to levels higher than 3.67 percent. 

Iran’s stockpile of uranium enriched up to 20 per-
cent is now estimated to be 238.4 kg, up 56.3 kg since 
the last report in March, while the amount enriched to 
60 percent stands at 43.1 kg, an increase of 9.9 kg, the 
report said. 

Enrichment levels of around 90 percent are 
required for development of a nuclear warhead, some-
thing Iran has consistently denied it has any ambition 
to do. Khatibzadeh said Iran was determined to see 
the lifting of all US sanctions on its economy. “The 
issues being discussed between Iran and the US are 
related to the economic benefits to Iran and removing 
all the elements of the maximum pressure by the US,” 
he said. “The pause in the negotiations is due to the 
US not giving an answer to the initiatives proposed by 
Iran and Europe.” — AFP 

BUSHEHR, Iran: File picture shows Iran’s president 
Ebrahim Raisi (R) accompanied by chief of the Atomic 
Energy Organisation of Iran Mohammad Eslami, visiting 
the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant, southeast of the city 
of the same name. — AFP 

Ex-Tory leader  
predicts Johnson to  
face confidence vote 
 
 
LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson could 
face a vote among his own MPs to end his tenure in 
power as soon as next week, former Conservative leader 
William Hague said on Tuesday. The prediction came 
after more Tory lawmakers, including two former cabinet 
ministers, expressed doubts about Johnson’s continued 
leadership in the wake of the “Partygate” scandal. 

Dozens of his MPs have now publicly criticised their 
embattled leader over the numerous lockdown-breach-
ing parties held in Downing Street in 2020 and last year 
under his watch. If 54 of them write a letter of no-confi-
dence in Johnson to a powerful backbench committee of 
Tory MPs, that will trigger a vote of all 359 
Conservatives lawmakers on whether he should continue 
as leader and thereby prime minister. 

Nearly 30 MPs are publicly known to have submitted 
such a letter but the process is shrouded in secrecy and 
the real tally is impossible to gauge. 

Parliament is not sitting this week and with four days 
of celebrations for Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee 
beginning on Thursday, any announcement about a pos-
sible vote would not come until next week at the earliest. 

The latest heavyweight Tories to express doubts 
about Johnson include former attorney general Jeremy 
Wright, who on Monday urged him to resign, and ex-
cabinet minister Andrea Leadsom. Hague said Leadsom’s 
intervention-a letter to her constituents on Tuesday in 
which she criticised “unacceptable failings of leadership” 
over “Partygate”-had lit a “slow fuse” on a no-confi-
dence vote.—AFP 
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 said in a statement. “Dubai is fast becoming a 

hub for (Zionist) companies that look to South Asia, 
the Middle East and the Far East as markets for 
their goods and services.” Nearly 1,000 Zionist 
companies will be working in and through the UAE 
by year’s end, he said. 

The UAE was the first Gulf country to normal-
ize ties with the Zionist entity and only the third 
Arab nation to do so after Egypt and Jordan. Talks 
for a free trade agreement began in November 
and concluded after four rounds of negotiations. 
The latest was held in March in Egypt between 
Zionist Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, who became 
president this month after the death of his half-
brother Sheikh Khalifa. 

The Zionist entity had in March hosted a meet-

ing of the top diplomats from the United States, 
UAE, Bahrain and Morocco. Sudan in 2020 also 
agreed to normalize ties with the Zionist entity, but 
the strife-torn northeast African country has yet to 
finalize a deal. The Zionist entity has already struck 
free trade agreements with other countries and 
blocs, including the United States, European 
Union, Canada and Mexico. In February, the 
Zionist entity signed a trade deal with Rabat to 
designate special industrial zones in Morocco. 

The Abraham Accords broke with long-standing 
pan-Arab policy to isolate the Zionist entity until it 
withdraws from the occupied territories and 
accepts Palestinian statehood. Palestinians con-
demned the agreements struck under then US 
president Donald Trump, and the conflict continues 
to inflame tensions, including between the Zionist 
entity and the UAE. 

Tuesday’s signing came two days after thou-
sands of flag-waving Zionists marched through 
Jerusalem’s Old City during a nationalist proces-
sion marking the Zionist entity’s 1967 capture of 
east Jerusalem. The Zionist entity annexed east 
Jerusalem in 1980, a move never recognized by the 
international community. — AFP 
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He added the papyrus - estimated at nine meters 

long - likely contains chapters of the Book of the 
Dead, collections of funerary texts composed of 
spells that Egyptian used to guide the dead 
through the underworld. The sarcophagi will be 
moved to the Grand Egyptian Museum, which 
authorities hope to inaugurate near Cairo’s Giza 

pyramids later this year after repeated delays. 
Hopes are high that the new museum, in addition 

to archaeological discoveries of recent years, will 
help revive the country’s vital tourism industry. The 
sector has been battered by successive blows, 
including the 2011 revolution and ensuing unrest, 
the coronavirus pandemic, and now a halt of 
Russian and Ukrainian tourists, who accounted for 
a large portion of the country’s visitors. 

Among other findings at Saqqara, Egypt in 
March unveiled five ancient Pharaonic tombs, 
and in January last year announced the discov-
ery of more than 50 wooden sarcophagi dating 
from the New Kingdom which ended in the 11th 
century BC. — AFP 

New cache of 
ancient artifacts...


