
Thousands mourn 
murdered rapper
AMRITSAR: Thousands of mourners gathered
Tuesday for the cremation of Indian hip hop star
Sidhu Moose Wala, whose murder at the weekend
shocked fans at home and in Punjabi communities
from Canada to Britain. Moose Wala-whose real
name is Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu-was shot dead in
his car by unidentified assailants in the northern
state of Punjab on Sunday. He was 28.

Police said the murder was linked to inter-gang
rivalry, and that a Canada-based gangster known as
Goldy Brar had claimed responsibility. Crowds
thronged Moose Wala’s hearse as it reached the
rapper’s palatial house in his native village of Moosa
in Punjab.

Thousands then lined the roads as his body was
taken for cremation on a trolley decorated with
flowers and pulled by a tractor-reportedly the
singer’s favourite one.

‘Trailblazer’ 
Moose Wala rose to fame with catchy songs that

attacked rival rappers and politicians, portraying
him as a man who fought for his community’s pride,
delivered justice and gunned down enemies. Moose
Wala was a big star not just in India but also

abroad, especially in Canada and Britain-home to
large Punjabi-origin communities.

Bollywood actors and Indian politicians paid
tribute, as did Canadian hip hop superstar Drake,
who posted a photo of Moose Wala and his mother
with the message “RIP Moose”. In Canada, rapper
Gursewak Dhillon said Moose Wala had “revolu-
tionised Punjabi music” in the country. “Before
Sidhu, people used to look to India and the UK for
the freshest Punjabi music. After his rise, Canada
became the centre of the industry,” Dhillon told The
Globe and Mail newspaper. “There are many young
kids in Canada for whom he is a trailblazer.”

Dark underbelly 
But Moose Wala was also a controversial figure.

He was often criticised for promoting gun culture
through his music videos, in which he regularly
posed with firearms. Moose Wala had police cases
registered against him for his songs titled “Panj
Golian” (“Five bullets”) and “Sanju”, The Hindustan
Times reported.

“Sanju” was inspired by Bollywood bad-boy
superstar Sanjay Dutt, who was jailed for the ille-
gal possession of an assault rifle. Moose Wala’s
final song, “The Last Ride”, included the line: “The
glow on the man’s face tells you that he’ll die
young.” That song was a homage to American rap-
per Tupac Shakur, who was shot dead in his car in
1996 at the age of 25.

Moose Wala’s murder has also put the spotlight
on the dark underbelly of Punjab, a major transit
route for drugs entering India from Afghanistan
and Pakistan. Many observers link the narcotics
trade-mostly heroin and opium-to an uptick in
gang-related violence and the use of illegal arms in
the state.

According to media reports, some of the dozens
of gangs active in Punjab have been demanding
protection money from rappers and even buying
into music companies. —AFP
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Iraqi torture compensation

COPENHAGEN: Denmark’s supreme court on
Tuesday overturned a lower court ruling ordering
the government to compensate 18 civilians tortured
during the Iraq war in a joint operation by Iraqi
forces and a Danish battalion. A total of 23 Iraqi
plaintiffs had sued Denmark after they were arrest-
ed and subjected to “torture and inhumane treat-
ment” in 2004 during operation “Green Desert”
near Iraq’s main port city of Basra. The supreme
court ruled that since the Danish troops neither
took part in nor were aware of the torture, the
defence ministry was not obliged to pay compensa-
tion. An appeals court in Copenhagen had ruled in
2018 that although the Danish soldiers did not join
in the torture, they failed to prevent the abuse. It
said they were aware the prisoners faced a “real
risk” of being physically abused by the Iraqi securi-
ty forces, and ordered the Danish state to pay 18 of
them 30,000 Danish kroner ($4,300, 4,000 euros)
in damages. But the supreme court instead found
“the Danish forces had no command over the Iraqi
military and police forces, that the operation was
Iraqi-led, and that the Danish forces’ participation in
and conduct of the operation was in accordance
with the mandate they were sent under”. — AFP

5 killed in ‘anti-terror’ operation 

DUSHANBE: Tajikistan’s authoritarian govern-
ment said that five people had been killed
Tuesday in an “anti-terror operation” in a trou-
bled region bordering Afghanistan and China. The
five “members of an organised criminal and ter-
rorist group were neutralised” after “armed
resistance”, the state information service said, cit-
ing the interior ministry. The statement said that
the operation was carried out on Tuesday morn-
ing and that the men resisted calls to surrender.
Tajikistan announced an “anti-terror operation”
earlier this month after protests in the Gorno-
Badakhshan Autonomous Region that it has long
struggled to control. The new casualties bring the
official death toll from the operation up to 14, with
just one military death, although unofficial
accounts suggest a higher figure. The sudden
hostilities in the mountainous region prompted
concern from Western governments and Human
Rights Watch, which has highlighted a communi-
cations blackout imposed on the region. — AFP

Australia names junior minister 

SYDNEY: Australia’s centre-left Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese named his cabinet on Tuesday
including an “assistant minister for the republic”,
despite the country being a constitutional monar-
chy. As the United Kingdom’s 96-year-old Queen
Elizabeth II prepares to celebrate her platinum
jubilee, her recently-elected government in
Australia took a symbolic step toward her ouster.
Albanese announced that Sydney member of par-
liament Matt Thistlethwaite would be assistant
minister for the republic, in addition to other duties.
Previous Labor leaders have promised a referen-
dum on removing the Queen as Australia’s head of
state, but Albanese-a long-time republican-did not
make the promise a feature of his election cam-
paign. The move was welcomed by the Australian
Republic Movement, which campaigns for an
Australian head of state. “WE ARE ON OUR
WAY!” tweeted prominent republican and author
Peter FitzSimons. “Let the record show, for the first
time in the history of the Commonwealth, Australia
has a member of the Govt singularly devoted to
removing the Crown, and helping Australia become
a Republic,” he added. —AFP

JEJU, South Korea: North Korea’s leader Kim Jong
Un has threatened Seoul with fiery destruction, but
as a remote graveyard on a resort island shows, he
has closer links to the South than he might like to
admit. At a cemetery in a hard-to-find corner of
South Korea’s Jeju island, there are 13 tombstones
bearing the Ko family name-Kim’s relatives through
his mother, Ko Yong Hui.

Jong Un is the third member of the Kim family to
rule North Korea, following in the footsteps of his
father and grandfather-what official hagiography
calls the “Paektu blood-
line”. But the Jeju graves
tell a wider story.

Kim’s mother was born
in Osaka in 1952 to a
native Jeju islander who
emigrated to Japan in 1929,
when the Korean peninsula
was under Tokyo’s colonial
rule. Many of her family,
including Kim’s maternal
great-grandfather, are
buried on Jeju, their over-
grown graves a stark contrast to Pyongyang’s
Kumsusan Palace of the Sun, where the embalmed
bodies of Kim’s father and grandfather Kim Il Sung
lie in state.

After Kim came to power in 2011 following the
death of his father Kim Jong Il, many experts high-
lighted his mother’s South Korean and Japanese her-
itage. Pyongyang has never confirmed it. The regime
“must have feared confirmation would undermine its
legitimacy”, Cheong Seong-chang of the Center for
North Korea Studies at the Sejong Institute, told AFP.

The Kim dynasty bases its claim to power on Kim
Il Sung’s role as a guerrilla fighter driving out Japan
and winning Korea its independence in 1945.
“Korea-Japan heritage runs directly counter to the
North Korean myth of its leadership,” Cheong said.

Kim’s mother 
Kim’s mother grew up in the Japanese port city of

Osaka, but her family moved to North Korea in the
1960s as part of a decades-long repatriation pro-
gramme by Pyongyang. The scheme urged ethnic

Koreans living in Japan to
move to North Korea, part
of a drive to “claim
supremacy” over the
South, said Park Chul-
hyun, a novelist and colum-
nist in Tokyo. “The North
saw the Korean-Japanese
community as a strategic
battleground,” he said, and
managed to convince near-
ly 100,000 ethnic Koreans
to relocate to the “socialist

paradise”.
The Ko family answered the call, and lived a rela-

tively normal life in the North until their eldest
daughter caught the eye of the country’s heir appar-
ent. Experts believe that Ko, who was a performer
with the Mansudae Art Troupe of musicians and
dancers, first met Kim Jong Il in Pyongyang in 1972.
She would become his partner in 1975, experts say,
and although there is no official record of their mar-
riage the pair had three children. She died in 2004.
“There has been nothing about Ko Yong Hui in offi-

cial state media,” said Rachel Minyoung Lee, a non-
resident fellow with the 38 North Program at the
Washington-based Stimson Center.

There is not much in state media about Kim Jong
Un’s background and heritage generally beyond
attempts to show he is the legitimate heir to the
Mount Paektu legacy, she added.

South Korean media discovered the Ko family
graves on Jeju in 2014 — one of the first real confir-
mations of Kim Jong Un’s South Korean ancestry. At
that time, there was a plaque-known as an “empty
grave” in the South-honouring Kim’s maternal
grandfather Ko Gyong Taek, even though he died
and was buried in the North. —AFP

North saw Korean-Japanese community as a strategic battleground

JEJU: Aerial photo shows a tombstone of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s maternal great grandfather that
translates as ‘Ko Yong-ok. Born in 1876 and laid to rest in 1945 in Jeju’, near other tombstones also bearing the Ko
family name, relatives of North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un through his mother, Ko Yong Hui, at a remote area on
the resort island of Jeju. —AFP
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China makes second 
largest Taiwan
defence zone incursion 
RAIPEI: China has made the second largest incur-
sion into Taiwan’s air defence zone this year with
Taipei reporting 30 jets entering the area, including
more than 20 fighters. Taiwan’s defence ministry
said late Monday it had scrambled its own aircraft
and deployed air defence missile systems to monitor
the latest Chinese activity.

In recent years, Beijing has begun sending large
sorties into Taiwan’s defence zone to signal dissatis-
faction, and to keep Taipei’s ageing fighter fleet reg-
ularly stressed. Self-ruled democratic Taiwan lives
under the constant threat of invasion by China,
which views the island as its territory and has
vowed to one day seize it, by force if necessary.

Monday’s incursion was the largest since January
23, when 39 planes entered the air defence identifi-
cation zone, or ADIZ. The ADIZ is not the same as
Taiwan’s territorial airspace but includes a far
greater area that overlaps with part of China’s own
air defence identification zone and even includes
some of the mainland.

A f l ight map provided by the Taiwanese
defence ministry showed the planes entering the

southwestern corner of the ADIZ before looping
back out again.

‘Increasingly provocative’ 
The United States last week accused Beijing of

raising tensions over the island, with Secretary of
State Antony Blinken specifically mentioning aircraft
incursions as an example of “increasingly provoca-
tive rhetoric and activity”.

Blinken’s remarks came after US President Joe
Biden appeared to break decades of US policy
when, in response to a question on a visit to Japan,
he said Washington would defend Taiwan militarily
if it is attacked by China.

But the White House has since insisted its policy
of “strategic ambiguity” over whether or not it
would intervene has not changed. There is growing
bipartisan discussion in Washington over whether
to switch to “strategic clarity” given Beijing’s
increasingly aggressive approach to cross-strait
relations, epitomised by the air incursions.

US senators have made multiple trips to the
island in a show of support-a group led by
Republican Lindsey Graham visited in April, and
Democrat Tammy Duckworth landed in Taipei on
Monday. Duckworth was one of the main sponsors
of the Taiwan Partnership Act, which aims to deepen
security ties between Taipei and Washington. It has
yet to be voted on or become law.

But after a meeting with Duckworth on Tuesday,

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen suggested that
some form of link-up was already happening. “As a
result (of the Act), the US Department of Defence is
now actively planning cooperation between the
National Guard and Taiwan’s defence forces,” Tsai
said in a statement, without explaining further.

Constant alert 
Last year, Taiwan recorded 969 incursions by

Chinese warplanes into its ADIZ, according to
an AFP database-more than double the roughly
380 carried out in 2020. The most number of
aircraft China has sent in a single day was 56 on
October 4, 2021. That month saw a record 196
incursions, mostly around China’s annual nation-
al day celebrations.

So far in 2022 Taiwan has reported 465 incur-
sions, a near 50 percent increase on the same peri-
od last year. The sheer number of sorties has put the
air force under immense pressure, and it has suf-
fered a string of fatal accidents in recent years.

On Tuesday local media reported that a pilot had
died after crashing a trainer jet in southern
Kaohsiung. It is not the first deadly crash this year-
in January one of Taiwan’s most advanced fighter
jets, an F-16V, plunged into the sea.

Last March, Taiwan grounded all military aircraft
after a pilot was killed and another went missing
when their fighters collided mid-air in the third fatal
crash in less than six months. —AFP

Philippines summons 
Beijing envoy over 
Sea ‘harassment’
MANILA: Manila revealed on Tuesday that it had
summoned a senior Beijing diplomat to protest the
alleged harassment of a marine research vessel by
a Chinese coast guard ship in Philippine territorial
waters.

The Department of Foreign Affairs said it was
also reviewing reports on the “presence of foreign
coast guard vessels around Reed Bank”, site of
the 2019 sinking of a Filipino fishing vessel that
sparked domestic outrage.

The revelation came the same day Manila said
it had issued a separate diplomatic protest over

what it characterised as Beijing’s “unilateral impo-
sition of a three-and-half-month fishing moratori-
um” near the disputed Spratly Islands.

Manila and Beijing have long been locked in a dis-
pute over areas of the South China Sea, almost all of
which China insists it has exclusive rights to, rejecting
a 2016 Hague ruling that its historical claims were
without basis. The foreign affairs department said
that on April 13 it “summoned a senior official of the
Chinese Embassy in Manila to protest the harass-
ment... on RV Legend, which had been conducting an
authorised marine scientific research”.

Its statement also said the department was
reviewing reports on the “presence of foreign
coast guard vessels around Reed Bank” near
where Philippine firms are conducting oil explo-
ration. The incidents, it added, “are clear viola-
tions of Philippine maritime jurisdiction”.

The Chinese embassy in Manila did not imme-
diately respond to a request for comment. In a

separate statement on Tuesday, the department
said it had renewed its “protest of China’s annual
practice of declaring a fishing ban over areas that
extend far beyond China’s legitimate maritime
entitlements”.

An Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative
(AMTI) report last week said the RV Legend had
been tailed at close distance by the coast guard
vessel northwest of the main Philippine island of
Luzon. On two other occasions last month Chinese
vessels harassed commercial and research vessels,
AMTI said, including one near the Philippines-
garrisoned Second Thomas Shoal.

The think tank said the Chinese actions were
creating “a high risk of collisions at sea”. The for-
eign affairs department on Tuesday said unspecified
“illegal activities” around the Second Thomas Shoal
were also the “subject of diplomatic protests”, and
that Chinese ships had also surrounded a Philippine
coast guard vessel in the area. —AFP


