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Writer Boris
Pahor, survivor of 
Europe’s horrors,
dies aged 108

Slovene author Boris Pahor, who suf-
fered the oppression of Fascist Italy
and the horror of Nazi camps in a

life dedicated to the defense of minorities,
has died at the age of 108, local media
reported Monday. Italian President Sergio
Mattarella hailed Pahor as a “witness and
victim of the horrors caused by war, by
inflated nationalism and totalitarian ideolo-
gies”. Pahor was best-known for
“Necropolis” (1967), an autobiographical
novel written after a visit to a Nazi camp
where he had been held 20 years earlier.

Translated into several languages, it
evoked the brutality and horror of what he
witnessed in the camps and his guilt at
surviving. Italian Culture Minister Dario
Franceschini paid tribute to “a giant of the
20th century” who wrote about the dark
periods of that time with “skill, lucidity and
without pulling punches”. Born on August
26, 1913, in what is now Italyʼs northeast-
ern coastal city of Trieste, Pahor was

arrested by the Nazis in 1944 for his
involvement with the anti-fascist
Slovenian resistance.

He was held at five concentration
camps including Natzweiler-Struthof in
Franceʼs Alsace region and Dachau and
Bergen-Belsen in Germany. When he was
born, Trieste was still part of the Austro-
Hungarian empire and home to a signifi-
cant Slovenian community. The city
became part of Italy in the post-World War

I break-up of the defeated empire, and the
Slovenes fell prey to campaigns of
“Italianization”.

Conquerer in Slovene 
Pahor was seven years old when the

Blackshirt militia loyal to fascist leader
Benito Mussolini set fire to the Slovenian

cultural centre in Trieste in July 1920, an
incident that forever marked him.
Slovenian language and media were
banned, and books burned. Names were
Italianized; Slovenians were arrested, and
resistors executed. “Under Austria, the
Slovenes were able to develop their cul-
ture. With Italy, we knew we were going to
lose everything,” he told AFP in an inter-
view in 2009.

As a teenager in Trieste, he realized he
was one of the “bugs” that Mussolini
wanted to crush and vowed loyalty to his
Slovene identity. “I started to put my iden-
tity on paper, to write about my street, the
sea, the quays. I conquered the town in
Slovene,” he said. With more than a
dozen books to his name, Pahor was also
politically involved and stood for
European and regional elections for the
Slovene Union in 2009 and 2018 respec-
tively, representing Italyʼs Slovene minori-
ty, which now numbers at least 80,000
people.

“In this Europe, dominated by the
economy, the minorities, their culture and
their language do not have the place that
they deserve,” he told AFP. Pahor was
particularly lauded in Slovenia, which
became independent from the disintegrat-
ing Yugoslavia in 1991, receiving its high-
est award for cultural achievement and
appointed to its Academy of Sciences and
Arts. —AFP

Hilary Duff
admits to ‘living
in a bubble’ as
a child star

Hilary Duff “lived in a bubble” as a
teenage star. The 34-year-old
actress shot to fame as a child, star-

ring in the hit TV series ʻLizzie McGuireʼ -
but Hilary has now revealed that she want-
ed to walk away from her career at the age
of 18. The blonde beauty - who has also
enjoyed success as a singer - shared:
“Around 18 I gave up everything. I had just
finished a tour. I was in Europe, and after
the last concert, I said, ʻEnoughʼ.”

Asked why she felt that way, Hilary told
Grazia magazine: “I didnʼt know how to
cook or start a washing machine. I didnʼt
even know what I liked and what I didnʼt. I
didnʼt plan my day and I was never on my
own. “I had a fabulous career but I was no
longer satisfied. My friends did normal
things for that age, but I lived in a bubble
and felt terrible. Not to mention the pres-
sure I felt: I had about 200 people working
for me on tours. I was responsible for their

salaries. It was too much.
“I had to pull the plug to understand

who I was, what I really wanted, and to
learn to live alone.” Hilary ultimately opted
to take a break for two years, and she now
realizes that stepping back from her career
has helped her in the long run. The
actress - who has Luca, ten, with ex-hus-
band Mike Comrie, as well as Banks,
three, and Mae, 14 months, with Matthew
Koma - explained: “Taking that break
helped me become the humble woman I
am today. I donʼt think I would have kept
my feet as firmly on the ground as I do
today if I hadnʼt taken that break then.”

—www.kxly.com

Libyan Mohamed Abderraouf put a
foot on his board and launched him-
self across Tripoliʼs first skatepark, a

welcome break in the conflict-battered
capital with few facilities for bored young
people. “I canʼt describe the joy,” said the
18-year-old, who bought his first skate-
board in 2020 and had only been able to
practice on street corners-until now. “Iʼm
going to come a couple of times a week.”
The free, open-air facility opened over
the weekend in central Tripoli, to the
delight of young skaters who spent the
afternoon sweeping up and down the
halfpipes and taking selfies with their
friends.

“Iʼm really happy, because before
there wasnʼt a dedicated place for skat-
ing,” said Rayan Al-Omar, 18, who has
been skating for a year. The United
States-funded facility was built by Make
Life Skate Life, a charity that has set up
“free-of-charge, community-built concrete
skateparks” in Iraq, Bolivia and India.
Australian Wade Trevean, who designed
the 800-square-metre Tripoli site, said
volunteers had come from far and wide
to help build it, a process that took about
six weeks. “There are people from New
York, people from Belgium, Germany or
Australia,” Trevean said. “The happiness
and positivity here are amazing.”

Built on Gaddafi bodyguard base 
Local skaters played a role in the proj-

ect too, part of a seaside park that also
includes a cycling route and five-a-side
football pitches. The rest of the complex
was completed a year ago on the site of

a former base of the “Amazons”, the
entourage of female bodyguards of
deposed dictator Moamer Gaddafi, and
seen as a symbol of the tyrantʼs extrava-
gance. Since he was overthrown and
killed in a 2011 revolt, Tripoli has
endured successive waves of violence,

meaning few resources were put into
leisure and cultural facilities-already
almost non-existent under Gaddafi.

So almost two years since the guns
fell silent following the last major battle
on the edges of the capital, the opening

of a skatepark in Tripoli generated a lot
of attention. For young Libyan skate-
boarders, interest in the sport reflects a
yearning for normality, to be like other
nations and other young people.
Abderraouf said such a project would
have been “unimaginable” until recently.

“Thank God it is here now,” he said.
For Make Life Skate Life, the “overall

goal” of the skatepark is “to create a safe
community space where people from dif-
ferent backgrounds can come together
and positively interact in a playful way”,

the organization said. “Apart from creat-
ing immediate local employment, the
skatepark aims to contribute to a healthi-
er, more active, more engaged, and hap-
pier society,” it added.

The group say they will hold free
weekly skate classes of 60 girls and

boys-split equally  — who would other-
wise not be able to skate, with boards
and safety gear available to use. Trevean
extolled the virtues of skateparks for
building community. “People are skate-
boarding but also people come here to

hang out, exchange ideas, have conver-
sation, meet new people,” he said. “I
know the benefits of skateparks, and I
truly believe in them.”— AFP

Skateboarders show off their skills during the inauguration of a skatepark, a
first in Libya.

A Libyan folk troupe perform during the inauguration of a skatepark, a first in
the country.

Youths show off their inline skating skills during the inauguration of a
skatepark, a first in Libya, in the capital Tripoli.

Skateboarders show off their skills during the inauguration of a
skatepark.

In this file photo Italian writer and member of
the Slovenian minority, Boris Pahor reads a
book while giving an interview to AFP at Caffe
San Marco in Trieste, northern Italy.— AFP 

Bikers attend the inauguration of a skatepark, a first in Libya, in the capi-
tal Tripoli.

An aerial picture shows the inauguration of a skatepark, a first in Libya, in the capital Tripoli. — AFP photos

Skateboarders show off their skills during the inauguration of a skatepark, a first in Libya, in the
capital Tripoli.

A skateboarder arrives to show off his skills during the inauguration of a skatepark, a first in
Libya, in the capital Tripoli.


