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PARIS: Teenage star Coco Gauff and Martina
Trevisan, a seasoned Italian professional who rebuilt
her career after conquering anorexia, reached their
maiden Grand Slam semi-finals at the French Open on
Tuesday. Gauff, who burst onto the scene as a 15-year-
old history-maker at Wimbledon three years ago,
defeated fellow American Sloane Stephens 7-5, 6-2.
Trevisan needed three sets to see off 19-year-old
Leylah Fernandez of Canada 6-2, 6-7 (3/7), 6-3.

Victory for Gauff, 18 years old and ranked 23 in the
world, avenged her defeat to Stephens at the 2021 US
Open and helped erase the memory of her quarter-final
defeat last year to eventual champion Barbora
Krejcikova in Paris. “I feel so happy,” said Gauff. “Last
year was a tough loss for me but I believe that match
made me stronger. “Last time I played Sloane I lost.
Today was different. I stayed mentally strong as she is
the kind of player who can make shots others can’t do.”

On Tuesday, Gauff broke in the second game of the
match to lead 3-0 before 2018 runner-up Stephens lev-
elled with a break and hold for 5-5. However, clean,
precise hitting allowed Gauff to dominate the 12th
game to clinch the opener. Stephens, playing in her first
Slam quarter-final in three years, and Gauff traded
breaks at the start of the second set before the teenag-
er again pounced for 3-1. Gauff held for 5-1, was bro-
ken for 5-2 before Stephens dropped serve for the
fourth time in the set to hand her compatriot victory.

Gauff was junior champion at Roland Garros in 2018
and then rocketed into the public consciousness when
she became the youngest woman to qualify for
Wimbledon. Her profile rocketed when she went all the
way to the fourth round at the All England Club, knock-
ing out Venus Williams on the way. While in the French
capital, Gauff has graduated high school, marking the
occasion on Instagram with a family photo in front of
the Eiffel Tower. “Getting my diploma meant a lot to
me,” she said Tuesday.

Italian inspiration
“Lots of players think tennis is the most important

thing and it’s not.” World number 59 Trevisan, 10 years
older than Gauff, was a shock quarter-finalist in 2020.
She arrived at the French Open with a maiden WTA
title in Rabat and went into Tuesday’s tie on a nine-
match winning streak. She made that 10 when she
claimed victory on a second match point having wasted
one in the second set with Fernandez left to rue her 44
unforced errors. 

“I was very nervous on that first match point, I
thought I was already in the semi-final ,” said
Trevisan, the first Italian woman to make the last four
since Sara Errani in 2013. Trevisan, now guaranteed a
place in the top 30 at least, said Grand Slam titles by
fellow Italians Francesca Schiavone in Paris in 2010
and Flavia Pennetta at the 2015 US Open were her
influences. “They are happy for me. They are my
biggest inspirations.”

Two years ago, Trevisan, then ranked 159, knocked
Gauff out in three sets in the second round in Paris. She
then revealed how she struggled as a teenager with an
eating disorder after her father was diagnosed with a
degenerative disease. “Thirty grams of cereals and a
fruit in the evening. It was enough for me to stand up,
and to worry my mother, who ran to pick peaches from
the trees just to see me eat something,” she wrote in an
online blog.

Medvedev, Tsitsipas crash 
In another development, world number two Daniil

Medvedev and fourth-ranked Stefanos Tsitsipas
crashed out of the French Open in the fourth round on
Monday as women’s top seed Iga Swiatek took her
winning streak to 32 matches after surviving a huge
scare. US Open champion Medvedev was beaten by
20th seed Marin Cilic 6-2, 6-3, 6-2 in just 1hr 45 min on
Court Philippe Chatrier.

Tsitsipas, the 2021 runner-up to Novak Djokovic,
was defeated by Danish teenager Holger Rune 7-5, 3-
6, 6-3, 6-4 earlier in the day. Cilic will face Russia’s
Andrey Rublev in his third career Roland Garros quar-
ter-final. “It’s one of the most beautiful matches of my
career, it was fantastic from the first to the last point,”
said Cilic, adding he is playing his “best tennis in recent
weeks”. Medvedev had enjoyed his best run in Paris 12
months ago when he reached the quarter-finals.

He hadn’t dropped a set at this year’s tournament
but was completely outplayed by the 33-year-old Cilic
who broke serve five times. Medvedev was unable to
carve out a single break point as the Croatian got the
better of the Russian for the first time in four meetings.
Rublev made the quarter-finals for the second time
when Italian opponent Jannik Sinner retired with a left
knee injury with the Russian 1-6, 6-4, 2-0 ahead.

Rune became the first Danish man to reach the
French Open quarter-finals when he shocked Tsitsipas.
Rune, just 19 and ranked 40, swept to a memorable win
on the back of 54 winners. With fellow 19-year-old
Carlos Alcaraz already into the quarter-finals, it’s the
first time two teenagers have made it this far in Paris
since Hendrik Dreekman and Andrei Medvedev 28
years ago. In a tense fourth set, Rune gave up a 5-2
lead and fought off three more break points in the 10th
game before securing victory when Tsitsipas hit long.

Zheng injury 
The 23-year-old is also into his first ever Grand

Slam quarter-final as he continues an impressive season
which has seen him win two clay-court titles. Swiatek
survived a scare at the hands of injured Chinese
teenager Zheng Qinwen, dropping the first set before
going on to make the quarter-finals. Swiatek prevailed
6-7 (5/7), 6-0, 6-2 to equal the third best winning
streak this century of 32 matches set by Justine Henin
14 years ago. — AFP 

Gauff, Trevisan to clash for 
place in French Open final

PARIS: US’ Coco Gauff watches the ball as she plays a
return to US’ Sloane Stephens during their women’s
singles match on day ten of the Roland-Garros Open
tennis tournament on May 31, 2022. — AFP

PARIS: Italy’s Martina Trevisan plays a backhand return
to Canada’s Leylah Fernandez during their women’s
singles match on day ten of the Roland-Garros Open
tennis tournament on May 31, 2022. — AFP

SAINT-DENIS: Liverpool’s Senegalese striker Sadio
Mane reacts after losing the UEFA Champions League
final football match between Liverpool and Real Madrid
on May 28, 2022. — AFP

Medvedev, Tsitsipas crash as Swiatek survives scare

Pandya tipped as 
future India captain 
AHMEDABAD: All-rounder Hardik Pandya is being
tipped as a future India captain after leading an unfan-
cied debut team to victory in the world’s most valuable
cricket tournament. Pandya’s Gujarat Titans thrashed
Rajasthan Royals by seven wickets in the Indian Premier
League final on Sunday, with the skipper taking three
wickets and scoring 34 runs in front of nearly 105,000
fans in the world’s biggest cricket stadium. It was the
culmination of an extraordinary season that began with
pundits lashing the side’s purchases in the player auction,
questioning Pandya’s appointment as captain and pre-
dicting a dire outcome for the expansion franchise’s first
season. But the 28-year-old-a flamboyant cricketer who
loves his tattoos and expensive watches, and was once
suspended for sexist comments on a TV show-has
proved a revelation in his first leadership role.
Commentators have lauded the precision of his decision-
making and field-setting in the Twenty20 format.

In the wake of the Titans’ triumph at their home
ground in Ahmedabad, former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar said Pandya would be a worthy choice to fol-
low in his footsteps. “When you have leadership quali-
ties, it automatically opens the door for honors at the
national level to be able to captain the Indian national
team in the near future,” the batting great said. “The way
he has led the team, the way he has got them together,
the way he has got them to gel together means he has
got leadership qualities,” he told Star Sports.

“Not just my estimation, but everybody’s estimation.
This was an aspect of his game which nobody had too
much information about.” The national side are currently
led in all formats by Rohit Sharma, who was appointed
earlier this year after Virat Kohli’s ODI sacking, but at 35
he is unlikely to be a long-term captain and is being rest-
ed for a home series against South Africa in June. Rohit’s
five-time IPL champions Mumbai Indians had a disas-
trous season, finishing bottom of table.

A hard-hitting middle-order batsman and a fast
bowler, Pandya has played 11 Tests, 63 one-day interna-
tionals and 54 Twenty20 matches for India. A back injury
kept him out after the T20 World Cup last year but he
proved his fitness with 487 runs and eight wickets in 15
IPL matches to earn a recall for the five-match
Twenty20 series against South Africa beginning on June
9. He could be given his first taste of national leadership
in two T20s in Ireland later in June, according to Indian
media reports. Pandya said he had “always enjoyed
responsibility” and “it kind of gets the best out of me”.

His next goal, he told reporters after the IPL victo-
ry, was “absolutely to win the World Cup for India no
matter what happens. “Playing for India has always
been a dream come true, no matter how many times
and how many games I have played. And the kind of
love and support I’ve got it’s only from the Indian team
point of view.” —AFP

MONACO: Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez kisses his trophy on the podium after winning the
Monaco Formula 1 Grand Prix at the Monaco street circuit.— AFP

Red Bull rewards
Perez with new 
deal to 2024
PARIS: Red Bull on Tuesday announced they have
rewarded Sergio Perez with a fresh two-year deal until
2024, saying the decision to hold on to the most suc-
cessful Mexican driver in Formula One history was “a
no brainer”. Max Verstappen’s teammate signed his
new contract at Monaco at the weekend to give him
double cause for celebration after he emerged from all
the chaos caused by a pre-race deluge to win the icon-
ic Grand Prix.

“For us, holding onto his pace, race craft and experi-
ence was a no-brainer and we are delighted that Checo
will continue to race for the team until 2024,” team boss
Christian Horner said. Perez, 32, moved to within 15
points of world champion Verstappen and only nine
behind Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc in the drivers’ standings
after rising above all the mayhem on Sunday, that fine
win coming after three second-place finishes.

Perez said: “For me, this has been an incredible week,
winning the Monaco Grand Prix is a dream for any driv-
er and then to follow that with announcing I will continue
with the team until 2024 just makes me extremely hap-
py.” He joined Red Bull last season, claiming a win on
another street circuit in Azerbaijan with four further
podiums to finish fourth behind his Dutch colleague. In
his statement Horner noted the popular Perez had done a
“fantastic” job and stepped up a gear in his second year
with the team.

“Time and again he has proved himself to not only be
a magnificent team player but as his level of comfort has
grown he has become a real force to be reckoned with at

the sharp end of the grid,” Horner remarked. “This year
he has taken another step and the gap to world champi-
on Max has closed significantly, evidenced by his superb
pole position in Jeddah earlier this year and by his won-
derful win in Monaco just last weekend.” This is not the
first time Perez has had reason to be happy on two fronts
after a Grand Prix win.

Milestone moment 
At the back end of the 2020 season, with his seat at

Racing Point already assigned to Sebastian Vettel, he
ended the invidious record of 190 starts without a race
win in Bahrain at the Sakhir Grand Prix. Shortly after this
milestone moment he was putting pen to paper on his
first Red Bull contract to put a far rosier complexion on a
week where his future in F1 had looked bleak with his
Racing Point contract ending in Abu Dhabi the following
Sunday. Born in Guadalajara he was a member of the
Ferrari driver academy until 2012, making his F1 debut
for Sauber the year before. He would go on to drive for
McLaren, Force India, and remained with them after the
team went bankrupt as Racing Point. As well as the
longest streak without a win, he also holds another
record not to tell the grandchildren about - he competed
in 215 grand prix without taking pole position, only
snapping that sequence in Saudi Arabia in March. Last
weekend meanwhile in the Perez household it was defi-
nitely party-time as on top of getting his hands on the
race regarded as the crown jewel in the F1 calendar and
a new contract, he also overtook Pedro Rodriguez as the
most successful Mexican driver in history.

Horner is convinced that in Perez and Verstappen he
has a driver pairing that can mine “the biggest prizes in
F1”. Perez agreed, believing his strong relationship with
Verstappen “on and off the track” is helping to drive Red
Bull forward to greater success. “We have built tremen-
dous momentum as a team and this season is showing
that, I am excited to see where that can take us all in the
future,” he said.— AFP

Tired and sad, Mane, 
Salah head to Africa 
for AFCON qualifying
JOHANNESBURG: Premier League stars Sadio Mane
and Mohamed Salah head to Africa for 2023 Cup of
Nations (AFCON) qualifiers weary and disappointed
after a 70-match season that ended with Liverpool’s
Champions League final loss. Mane-inspired defending
champions Senegal host Benin and visit Rwanda in
Group L and should secure maximum points in a com-
petition where section winners and runners-up secure
tournament places.

Salah-captained Egypt begin with a home match
against Guinea in Group D, then travel to Malawi to
face Ethiopia, none of whose grounds meet international
standards. The first three of 46 matchday one and two
qualifiers are scheduled for Wednesday and the last
three for June 13.

Another Premier League star, winger Riyad Mahrez
from champions Manchester City, cannot lead Algeria
against Uganda and Tanzania in Group F due to an
undisclosed injury. Barcelona forward Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang will be a notable absentee when Gabon
tackle the Democratic Republic of Congo and
Mauritania in Group I having announced his retirement
from international football. But the spotlight, as always,
will be on Anfield teammates Mane and Salah, the last
two winners of the African Footballer of the Year title.

According to global footballers’ union Fifpro, both
forwards made 70th appearances in the 2021-2022 sea-
son when playing for Liverpool in the 1-0 Champions
League final defeat by Real Madrid last Saturday. Fifpro
believe footballers should not play more than 55 match-
ers in a season, warning that stars like Mane and Salah
are being pushed to their physical limits. Vincent
Gouttebarge, the Fifpro chief medical officer, sent a
stark message: “This kind of working environment is
conducive to the development of mental health prob-
lems.” Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp is sympathetic
to his African stars, saying “Mane and Salah have two
weeks off a year in a physically demanding job”. Short
flying distances between European countries help
national team stars, but Mane, Salah and hundreds of
other Africans regularly face many hours in the air,
punctuated by lengthy stop-overs. When South African
sides play in north Africa, they usually travel via the
United Arab Emirates or Qatar due to the absence of
direct flights and to cut costs.

While a few comparatively rich national football
associations charter jets, it is not unusual for squads to
be split into several travelling groups and take several
days to reach a destination. Adding to the logistical
challenges facing officials is that 16 of the 45 countries
competing for 23 places along side the Ivory Coast next
June cannot host matches due to sub-standard stadi-
ums. Morocco will stage the matches of Burkina Faso,
Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, Mauritius and Liberia while
South Africa serves as the temporary home for
Mozambique, Namibia, Eswatini and Lesotho.—AFP Kohli jinx to Indian 

talent: Things we 
learned from IPL
AHMEDABAD: The Indian Premier League ended
with debutants Gujarat Titans hammering Rajasthan
Royals by seven wickets in front of almost 105,000
fans at the world’s biggest cricket stadium in
Ahmedabad. AFP Sport looks at five things we learned
from the 15th edition of the Twenty20 tournament,
which was expanded to 10 teams this year.

Kohli’s jinx 
Former India captain Virat Kohli and Royal

Challengers Bangalore’s wait for their first IPL title
drags on after they went down to Rajasthan in the sec-

ond qualifier. Kohli endured a tough season that includ-
ing three golden ducks-out on first ball-before he
scored a match-winning 73 in the team’s final league
game. He averaged 22.73 across the tournament, his
lowest since the 2010 season. Coach Mike Hesson says
that Kohli, 33, nevertheless remains an “influential char-
acter” who brought the senior players together and
took care of the youngsters in the Faf du Plessis-led
side. But former players including Brett Lee feel the
usually game-changing batsman should take a break to
“freshen up the mind”.

Debut success 
Gujarat Titans emphatically shrugged off pundits’

concerns about their squad at the end of the February
auction to emerge as the team to beat in their debut
season. Hardik Pandya, who was called an unlikely
choice to lead the side because of his maverick ways
and injury-prone career, combined with South African
David Miller, Indian batsman Rahul Tewatia and Afghan
spinner Rashid Khan to become champions. Pandya’s

all-round showing in Sunday’s final, three wickets with
the ball and 34 runs with the bat, capped a fairytale run
that began by beating fellow newcomers Lucknow
Super Giants in the league phase. Lucknow also
impressed on their debut season in finishing third in the
regular-season standings, before losing to Royal
Challengers in an eliminator.

Evergreen Dhoni 
Old warhorse MS Dhoni had a dramatic year for

four-time champions Chennai Super Kings, who ended
ninth in the table. The 40-year-old gave up the cap-
taincy ahead of the season but returned to lead the side
midway through the campaign after Ravindra Jadeja
stood down with Chennai’s form faltering. The veteran
wicketkeeper-batsman not only got some wins for
Chennai but also played a few vintage knocks that gal-
vanised their supporters. Chennai ended last but one in
the table, their lowest-ever ranking, but in his final
league game Dhoni promised fans he would be “back
next year”.—AFP


