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Chelsea’s new owner Boehly 
eyes success after takeover

Boehly’s consortium agrees a £4.25 billion deal 
LONDON: Chelsea’s new owner Todd Boehly
promised to build on the team’s “remarkable histo-
ry of success” after the American completed his
takeover of the Premier League club on Monday.
Boehly’s consortium agreed a deal to buy Chelsea
from Roman Abramovich for £4.25 billion ($5.3 bil-
lion) on May 7 and the sale has now been officially
rubber-stamped.

“We are honoured to become the new custodi-
ans of Chelsea Football Club. We’re all in, 100 per-
cent, every minute of every match,” Boehly told
Chelsea’s website. Boehly’s takeover ends
Abramovich’s 19-year reign as Chelsea owner after
the Russian put the club up for sale in March.
Abramovich was sanctioned by the British govern-
ment for his alleged links to Russian President
Vladimir Putin following the invasion of Ukraine.

Los Angeles Dodgers co-owner Boehly has
set his sights on emulating Chelsea’s success
during the Abramovich era, which included five
Premier  League t i t les  and two Champions
League crowns among 19 major trophies. “Our
vision as owners is clear: we want to make the
fans proud,” Boehly said. “Along with our com-
mitment to developing the youth squad and
acquiring the best talent, our plan of action is to
invest in the club for the long-term and build on
Chelsea’s remarkable history of success.”

Chelsea had been operating under a special
government licence which would have expired on
May 31 if Boehly had been unable to seal the pur-
chase. That would have put Chelsea’s future in
doubt, but they are now able to look forward to

next season as the Boehly regime takes the keys to
Stamford Bridge. Boehly’s group needed approval
from the Premier League, the British government
and Portuguese authorities-Abramovich has
Portuguese citizenship-before the sale could be
completed.

“I personally want to thank ministers and offi-
cials in the British Government, and the Premier
League, for all their work in making this happen,”
Boehly said. Boehly fought off 11 rival bidders to
buy Chelsea in what is a record sale for a sports
club. He will “share joint control and equal gover-
nance of the club” with his main partner Clearlake
Capital investment firm. Boehly is Chelsea’s con-
trolling owner, but will work closely with Clearlake
co-founders Behdad Eghbali and Jose Feliciano.

‘Even more success’ 
Swiss billionaire Hansjorg Wyss and US tycoon

Mark Walter are the other main members of the
consortium. “We are excited to commit the
resources to continue Chelsea’s leading role in
English and global football, and as an engine for
footbal l  talent development,” Eghbali  and
Feliciano said in a joint statement. “We also want
to thank the authorities for all their work through-
out the process.

“As pioneers in sports and media investing, we
are thrilled to partner with Todd and the rest of the
consortium to meaningfully grow the club as a
global platform. “Together, we will expand the
club’s investment across infrastructure, technology,
and sports science to support the incredible

Chelsea football and commercial teams - all with
the goal of leveraging this growth to fuel even more
on-pitch success.” Boehly’s arrival in west London
will turn the page on Chelsea’s remarkable trans-
formation from underachievers to serial winners
under Abramovich.

Crucially, the takeover completion should give
Blues boss Thomas Tuchel the financial support to
mount a challenge to Premier League champions
Manchester City. Chelsea finished third in the
Premier League this term, ensuring they qualified
for next season’s Champions League. Tuchel’s side
also reached the FA Cup and League Cup finals-

losing both matches to Liverpool on penalties-and
won the Club World Cup and UEFA Super Cup.

Chelsea were unable to sign players or offer
contracts to existing stars because of the sanctions
on Abramovich. They are set to lose Antonio
Rudiger to Real Madrid on a free transfer, while
Andreas Christensen is set to join Barcelona when
his contract expires in the close-season. After
Abramovich halted plans to redevelop Chelsea’s
stadium several years ago, the new owners “are
committed to investing in key areas that will extend
and enhance Chelsea’s competitiveness, including
the redevelopment of Stamford Bridge”. — AFP
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A crush, teargas 
and chaos before 
Champions League 
final
PARIS: Liverpool supporter Daniel Austin was
looking forward to a memorable night at the
Champions League final against Real Madrid.
Instead, “it became one of the worst experiences of
my life,” he told AFP. What he and thousands of fans
experienced on Saturday points to a series of wor-
rying failings in the organization of Europe’s top
club final.

Fears of a crush
At 6:00pm, three hours before the scheduled

kickoff, thousands of fans walking towards the Stade
de France began to bunch together as the crowd
was funneled into narrow channels so tickets could
be checked. “We were near the front and it took us
30 minutes to get past this first checkpoint and there
were massive crowds behind us. The crowds were
moving a lot and you could tell people were getting
nervous about a stampede or a crush,” an AFP jour-
nalist in the midst of Real Madrid fans said. 

The Spanish fans seemed, however, to reach the
stadium without as much trouble as their Liverpool
counterparts. To the south of the Stade de France,
thousands of red-shirted English fans who arrived
on an RER surburban train were making slow
progress. “Police have for some reason parked...
vans across the paths, making a broad walkway
suddenly narrow, creating a bottleneck,” tweeted
Rob Draper, the chief football writer of British
newspaper the Mail on Sunday, who was among the
throng. Austin, 27, was stuck for an hour in an
underpass in 23-degree Celsius heat. “Then they
decided the ticket checks didn’t need to take place
after all. That meant that young local lads began to
dive through the crowd,” he told AFP.

‘Couldn’t turn back’ 
He and a group of supporters reached Gate Z

two and a half hours before the match was to begin-
one of the reasons Liverpool fans were angered by
UEFA’s claim the match was eventually delayed “due

to the late arrival of fans”. But the gate was locked
and police looked on. “The crowd soon built up
behind us so much that we couldn’t turn back. It
was becoming really packed. I saw someone have a
panic attack and people were taking gulps of air,”
Austin said.

Less than half an hour kickoff, thousands of sup-
porters were still blocked outside the stadium. At
that point, there were thousands of empty seats at
the Liverpool end. UEFA decided to delay the
match by 15 minutes, and then another 15 minutes. It
eventually started at 9.36pm. “In the end, at 9.10pm
the police opened the gates and I was pushed for-
ward into the stadium, too quickly. No-one checked
my ticket and it meant no-one was sitting in their
proper seat,” Austin said.

Chaos and teargas
With police distracted, local French youths

began scaling the fences into the stadium. Once
over, they sprinted towards the steps up to the
stands, pursued by police who marched them out.
“I’m going to try again. It’s my dream to see this
match,” said one of them, who gave his name as
Yacine. As these attempts to enter illegally become
more and more frequent, police began spraying
teargas. Videos on social media show police spray-
ing teargas directly at incensed Liverpool fans still
waiting to enter the stadium.

“At 9:00pm, police decided to evacuate the sta-
dium concourse. There was gas everywhere. Among
the supporters waiting by the fences I saw a woman
in her nineties who could barely walk and children
screaming because the gas was hurting so much,”
said Pierre Barthelemy, a member of the Football
Supporters Europe group at the stadium. “You were
supposed to protect us!” one supporter shouted at
the police. “I’m really stressed, I’m a teacher, I never
got pepper sprayed,” Pete Blades, 57, told AFP.

“I haven’t done anything wrong, I’m not a threat.
The police pushed me at the door, that wasn’t nec-
essary, a girl’s nose was bleeding. “I was at the
Hillsborough disaster and today it was exactly the
same. They opened and shut the gates, he said,
referring to the disaster that cost the lives of 97
people at a match in 1989. “I’m so angry. France has
let itself down,” he added. Despite the frustration,
AFP reporters said Liverpool supporters remained
calm. Real Madrid win the final 1-0, sparking cele-
brations from the Spanish fans.

Liverpool Football Club said they were “hugely
disappointed” by the treatment of their fans. UEFA
issued a statement during the match blaming “fake
tickets which did not work in the turnstiles” for the
problems in getting the crowd into the stadium. In a
tweet, France’s Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin
immediately blamed the Liverpool fans for the
problems. — AFP

PARIS: Liverpool supporters gather near Place de la Nation on May 28, 2022 prior to the Champions League final
between Liverpool and Real Madrid. —AFP 

Liverpool’s chairman 
demands an apology 
from French minister
LONDON: Liverpool chairman Tom Werner has
demanded an apology from French sports minister
Amelie Oudea-Castera over the treatment of the
club’s fans at Saturday’s Champions League final
in Paris. Werner, part of the US-based Fenway
Sports Group that owns Liverpool, said in a
leaked letter sent to the minister on Monday that
he was left in “utter disbelief” at her comments
about the chaos.

Oudea-Castera initially blamed Liverpool for
helping to cause the mayhem, telling a French radio
station that the club failed to properly organize its
supporters who went to Paris. The French govern-
ment has also claimed “massive” ticket fraud con-
tributed to the chaotic scenes that marred the
match with Real Madrid.

The images have tarnished the reputation of the
French capital, raising questions about its ability to
host major sporting events as it gears up for the
2024 Olympics, as well as the 2023 Rugby World
Cup. “I am writing to you today out of utter disbe-
lief that a minister of the French government... could
make a series of unproven pronouncements on a
matter of such significance before a proper, formal,
independent investigation process has even taken
place,” Werner wrote in his letter, leaked to the
local Liverpool Echo newspaper .

“Your comments were irresponsible, unprofes-
sional, and wholly disrespectful to the thousands of
fans harmed physically and emotionally,” the
Boston-based chairman added. “On behalf of all the
fans who experienced this nightmare I demand an
apology from you, and assurance that the French
Authorities and UEFA allow an independent and
transparent investigation to proceed.”

UEFA, European football’s governing body,
announced later Monday it was opening an “inde-
pendent report” into the problems at the final that
would “examine decision making, responsibility and
behaviors of all entities involved”. The organization
said it has appointed Portuguese politician Tiago
Brandao Rodrigues to oversee the report on a pro
bono basis on the completion of which they will
decide upon a course of action. — AFP


