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Droids dance, dogs nuzzle, humanoids
speak at Madrid robot museum
MADRID: A white robotic beagle sits wagging its
tail and nuzzling anyone who pets it, while six
pint-sized robots, flashing blue, pump their fists
as they dance to the pop hit “Gangnam Style”.
They are the stars of a new museum launched in
Madrid this month, showcasing what its owners
say is one of the world’s top collections of robot
dogs and other pet automatons. “As far as we
know this is the biggest collection of robots in
Europe, and in particular of Aibo robotic dogs,”
sold by Sony from 1999 to 2006, said the Robot
Museum’s manager Daniel Bayon, 39.
“They are a very important part of the museum. They are the most advanced robot dogs that
have ever existed,” he told AFP. This pack of
Aibos is the biggest in the world outside their
native Japan, he added. The museum houses
some 140 exhibits dating from the 1980s to the
present. Among them is Nao, a walking, talking
miniature humanoid developed by the French
robotics company Aldebaran as an educational
aid. “I am a very special robot. I can simulate real-

life behaviour,” it said, in a high-pitched mechanical voice, during a recent demonstration.
“If you’ll excuse me, I’ll make myself a bit more
comfortable,” it added, sitting down on its bottom. Nearby stood a model of R2-D2, the classic
bleeping droid first seen on movie screens in “Star
Wars” in 1977. Since opening nearly two weeks
ago, tickets for guided visits to the small museum
underneath the Juegetronica games store in central Madrid have sold out several times, Bayon
said. The owner of the collection, local technology
enthusiast Pablo Medrano, said most of the models on display are no longer for sale in shops. The
museum is “perhaps the only dedicated robot
museum in Europe outside of universities and
training centres where we can see this technology
of the future,” Medrano, 39, told AFP. “I want
robots to be able to help us, just as household
appliances and computers are helping us, which
years ago was unthinkable. I hope that in a few
years robots will meet our daily needs, particularly
those of old people.”— AFP

A picture taken on November 28, 2013 shows robotic dogs at “The Robot Museum” in
Madrid. —AFP

Five shopping apps to get you the best prices
NEW YORK: Looking to save a few bucks while you shop for
holiday gifts? Don’t hit the mall without these shopping apps.
Many retailers, for instance, will match deals you find elsewhere, so these apps can help you find better prices to show
the cashier. Some let you search for coupons, while others tell
you whether you’re better off buying online instead. And one
keeps track of all those promotional fliers that do little good if
you forget them at home.
I tested more than a dozen shopping apps - in the process
getting some of my holiday shopping done early. I narrowed
the list to five because using them all at once can get time
consuming. You want to beat others to the best deals, after all.
Unfortunately, If you prefer to shop at mom and pop stores,
you won’t find any deals here. But if you don’t mind big retailers, these apps offer a hefty selection of deals from them. The
ones I chose are all free, easy to use and beautifully designed.

This app lets you search for coupons from your favorite
stores, so you can instantly save 10 percent, 20 percent or
even more on a single item or your entire shopping cart. You
can scroll through the list of hot deals on the home page or
search for a specific store. You can add your favorite stores to a
list to see the deals more quickly. The app uses the phone’s
location information to narrow the deals to the ones near you.
I’m not saying these apps are problem-free. At Toys R Us,
the cashier wasn’t able to scan a 15 percent off coupon.
RetailMeNot says many retailers have outdated scanners, but
most will honor the discount anyway. That happened at Toys
R Us after the cashier called for a manager. Getting the discount took longer than expected, and some people in line
behind gave me bad looks. But the deal was worth it.
The app lets you see both in-store and online deals. After
walking into a Gap retail store, I found a coupon that works

BOSTON: In this Friday, Nov. 23, 2012, file photo, Tashalee Rodriguez, of Boston, uses a smart phone app while shopping at
Macy’s in downtown Boston. — AP

only online. So I left and went to Gap’s website. RetailMeNot’s
35 percent off coupon code saved me $20.26 on a $57.89 purchase. If you create an account, you can browse for deals on
RetailMeNot’s website. Any coupons you save on the website
will show up on the app. They will delete when they expire.
One annoyance: According to RetailMeNot, about a third of
the coupons are uploaded by users. Employees go through
them to make sure that they work, but some bad ones get
through. About a month ago, I went to Gap with a coupon
that didn’t have an expiration date. But after the cashier called
a manager, I was told it expired a week earlier. RetailMeNot
says such problems are rare. To me, the savings from this app
is worth the small inconveniences.
Amazon and RedLaser (Available for Android, iPhone,
Windows) Many retailers, including Best Buy Co. Inc., Target
Inc. and Toys R Us Inc., are promising to match cheaper prices
you find online, hoping you’ll buy on the spot and not wait
until you can get to Amazon’s website.
To take advantage of that, install Amazon.com Inc.’s app on
your phone. You can scan barcodes of items in the retail store
and see how much it costs on Amazon. If you find a better
price, show the app to a cashier. I’ve gotten cashiers at Best
Buy, Target and Toys R Us to knock off as much as $10 on different items. The savings can add up. The RedLaser app, which
is owned by eBay Inc., searches several online retailers, giving
you more chances to find better prices than if you just
searched Amazon. RedLaser doesn’t search Amazon, so use
both to make sure you are getting the lowest price.
Cartwheel by Target (Available for Android, iPhone)
I tried apps for several retailers, but Target’s was the best.
Cartwheel is easy to use and has coupons for everything from
electronics to toys to cereal.
You can search for coupons by category as well as “collections,” such as items to help ease a cold or holiday decorations. Once you find a coupon you want to use, you tap the
add button. Then present the cashier with a single barcode
that has collected all the coupons you selected. These
coupons don’t work online, only inside Target stores.
The best part is that they can be used on top of other
coupons you may find elsewhere. That can increase your savings a lot.
I never remember to save retailers’ promotional fliers that
come in newspapers, even when I come across one that’s
tempting to use. They’re hard to carry around, and they usually end up in the trash. The Flipp app can help. Flipp works with
retailers and turns fliers digital. The digital version is identical
to the paper one, and you can flip through it with a flick of
your finger. You can also search by a store’s name and digitally
“clip” deals you want to save. If there’s a store you shop at
often, you can have new fliers automatically appear.
While at Macy’s, I found a flier that offered $10 off a $25
purchase. Several people ahead of me in line had the coupon
cut out of the paper flier. I gave the cashier the coupon from
the Flipp app. You can also use the app to build a shopping
list or compare prices from different stores. Unfortunately,
there’s no Android version yet. The app just launched in
November.— AP

