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with a near-universal consensus that the ones in Hawally are the worst. Generally, the
more crowded an area, the more terrible its roundabouts.
Nevertheless, nearly every area in Kuwait has roundabouts, even new residential
areas and cities under construction. This may have to do with the fact that nobody
likes to wait at a traffic light, which is another flashpoint where aggressive behavior
and road rage are common, along with u-turns.
Whatever their drawbacks, the positioning of roundabouts at major crossroads
has turned some of them into iconic landmarks. Here’s a look at five roundabouts in
Kuwait, not in any particular order of relevance, fame or unpopularity.
Jahra Gate Roundabout
Popularly known as the Sheraton Roundabout after the hotel that overlooks it, this
roundabout has one of the old gates of the wall surrounding Kuwait City in the pre-oil
era as its centerpiece. Situated at the confluence of major roads including Fahd Al-Salem St, Jamal Abdul Nasser St, Soor St and the First Ring Road, the roundabout is the
most prominent one in Kuwait. Its location near Salhiya (Maliya) means it is overrun by
domestic workers, who gather in large numbers on Fridays to meet up and chat. It has
been recently landscaped, and traffic has reduced a bit after the First Ring Road flyover
was built over it.

Dasman Roundabout

Bidaa Roundabout

Jawazat Roundabout

Shamlan Mosque Roundabout
This roundabout in Mirqab is the only one with traffic lights, which kinds of defeats its
purpose, but considering it is the only roundabout in Kuwait with a mosque, it’s the only
way to ensure cars stop to allow worshippers to cross. (There is another roundabout down
the road that also has traffic lights, but these only function for a short period during rush
hours.)
UN Roundabout
Also known as UN Circle and Edham (Bones) Roundabout, due to its proximity to the
orthopedic hospital, this roundabout is the largest in Kuwait. It is currently a massive
construction zone as flyovers are built over it.

has been given a complete facelift, with fountains and light displays. Traffic on this roundabout has also reduced, since the Fifth Ring Road now runs under it.
Seif Palace Roundabout
This small three-way roundabout on Arabian Gulf Road near the Grand Mosque is
unique, as right of way is for those approaching from the right, unlike all other roundabouts where it is for those approaching from left.
Other major roundabouts include the Dasman and Bidaa roundabouts, and just when
you thought you’ve had enough of them, a major roundabout in faraway Sharjah is called
– you guessed it – Kuwait Roundabout!

Jawazat Roundabout
This roundabout between Rumaithiya and Salmiya is the second largest in Kuwait. It
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